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Biggest 'Pusher' 

To the Editors: Failure of the present admin- 
istration (and previous ones) to deal with the 
heart of the international drug problem is turning 
into one of the most dangerous situations of our 
times. Crash programs have been launched to 
curb the illegal drug traffic from countries such 
as France, Turkey and Iran, but nothing is being 
done to attack the flow of heroin from the world’s 
biggest producer — you guessed it, Red China. 

The CIA has been carefully studying a book . 1 
dealing^ffifr Nasser’s talks with Premier Chou 
En-lai in Cairo, in June, 19G5. A highly respected 
Egyptian publisher and confident of the late Pres. 
Nasser, Mohammed Heikal, reveals in his book 

that Chou En-lai discussed the demoralization of 
American troops in Vietnam by the use of drugs. 
Chou reportedly said: “We are planting the best . 
kind of opium especially for American soldiers in 
Vietnam. The effect the demoralization is going to 
have in the United States will be far greater than 
anyone realizes.” 

Despite U.S. intelligence reports from Vietnam, 
showing heroin being taken by our troops, there 
has been a deliberate effort by the administration 
to discount the fact of where the stuff is coming 
from. 'Reports indicate further that the heroin is 
'so pure in Vietnam, it had to come from mam- 

la perhaps a ’the President had better forget that 
“peaceful” trip to Peking. In spite of his obvious . 
sincerity, the feeling just does not appear mutual, f 
Ah, those inscrutable orientals. ^ ^ 


J 


■1014 Ellis, Dallas, Oregon^ 



Approved For Release 2001/08/07 : CIA-RDP80-01 601 R001 000070001 -6 



STATOTHR 


Approved For Release 2001/08/07 : CIA-RDP80-01601R001 


DETROIT, MICH. 
MICHIGAN CHRONICLE 


WEEKL 


DEC 1 1 1971 

KLY - 50,047 


Nixon Is Compared To 'Hiller 


OBERLIN, Onio, — 
Speaking at Oberlin college 
recently, Kathleen Cleaver 
compared President Nixon to 
Adolph Hitler and accused the 
federal government of being 
“fascist.” 

In an afternoon speech in 
the college’s Finney chapel , 
before 700 students, faculty 
members and townspeople, 
the wife of self-exiled Black 
Panther Eldridge Cleaver 
said that both Hitler and 
Nixon were elected on a law 
and order campaign. 

As Hitler used concentration 
camps to kill the Jews, Nixon, 
is using drugs, she charged. 


The rise of drug usage, she 
says, “parallels the Nixon 
administration,” 

Mrs. Cleaver, who attended 
Oberlin in 19G3, said “The 
sqj^the Mafia, and the FBI 
are waging a chemical war 
against Black people in 
America by the spread and 
sale of hard drugs in the Black 
community.” 

She added that the govern- 
ment’s methadone drug 
program for heroin users is 
not for rehabilitation but in- 
stead is another step to control 
the life and destinv of 


American blacks. 

“Where Black people were 
once addicted to heroin,” she 
j£aid, “they are now addicted 
c/to methadone — a government 
controlled drug,” she 
declared. • 2 

In commenting on the Attica 
(N.Y.) and other prison 
revolts, Mrs. Cleaver said, 

■ “The prisons — the univer- 
sities of the ghetto — are 
where the true leaders and 
organizers are found. They- 
are simply carrying on the 
sturggle raised by the people 
outside the prisons.” ^ 
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By PETER IIARVEY 

Detailed evidence of complicity by individual French intelligence officials in 
world-wide drug trafficking — a business Costing the United States economy prob- 
ably $1,000 millions a year — has been compiled by the American security services. 

Some of this evidence may be made public unless the French authorities act 
swiftly to crack down on the criminal syndicates operating in France and purge 
their intelligence service customs ofliccrs to civil servants 
of the men alleged to be a nd politicians — implicated in 
involved in the trafficking, the racket, particularly by 

The syndicates, working with 
their protectors, arc responsible 
for about 80 per cent of all the 
opiates smuggled into North 
America each year. During 
1970-71, it is estimated, about 
10,000 kilograms — worth retail 
over £4,000 millions — was on 
the US market. International 
narcotics agencies and police 
departments believe that as 
much as half that figure prob- 
ably finds its way back to 
criminal hands. 

The syndicates controlling 
much of the traffic to North 
America arc very powerful and 
react savagely whenever any 
action is taken against them. 

During the course of an 
Investigation across Western 
Europe on behalf of the 
Guardian. I was twice 
threatened with beatings and 
repcatcdlv warned to leave 
areas where the syndicates 
operate. While being taken to 
a meeting with members of ono 
of the smuggling rings, I had to 
lie on the floor of a car and 
agree to be blindfolded. 

List of names 

The Information now believed 
to be in the hands of tho 
Americans include^ not only 
the names of some of the 
criminal bosses and their prin- 


the 

shielding traffickers. 

SDECE has also carried out 
an investigation of its own into 
American officials’ involvement 
In the drug trade within North 
America, South-east Asia, and 
parts of Europe. It claims to 
have proof that some members/j 
of the CIA have been working v 1 
for the Mafia by arranging the 
transportation of gold to pay 
for drugs procured in Europe 
and the Middle East and that a 
•number of CIA agents are 
involved in the supply of 
narcotics to North America 
from Asia. 

But it must be stressed that 
neither SDECE nor the CIA in 
any way suspects that either 
organisation has been 
’‘officially” involved in any 
aspect of trafficking. There is 
a good top-level working 
relationship between the two 
intelligence departments, and 
both are equally concerned at 
reports of criminal activity 
within their ranks, and both arc 
determined to stamp it out. 


Upheaval 


SDECE is currently passing 
through' a period of internal 
upheaval — a political house- 
cleaning. Under General de 
Gaulle, the service reportedly 
devoted most of its consider* 


Marenchcs was ordered to 
cleanse the service of the hard- 
line Gaiillists, and replace them 
with men who would divert 
SDECE \s attention to work 
against communism, coopera- 
tion with Western Intelligence, 
and — most importantly — who 
supported Pompidou’s brand of 
,Gaullism. 

The public charges against 
members of SDECE and other 
French officials of covering up 
top-level complicity ih drug 
running were first made by Mr 
John Cusack, director of the 
Bureau of Narcotics and 
Dangerous Drugs’ operations in 
Europe, 

14 Four or five of the top tnen 
In international drugs traffick- 
ing arc in France. And they are 
protected by the police,” he 
said, a few weeks before bis 
term of duty in Paris was.i 
scheduled to end. (Cusack 
returns to Washington this 
week and will shortly become 
director of the US Customs’ 
Narcotics Division.) He went on 
to say that 11 people in very 
high places indeed ” were 
shielding the smugglers. 

The scandal broke publicly 
when Roger Delouettc, an 
SDECE agent, was arrested In 
New Jersey last April while 
attempting to smuggle 90 kilo- 
grams of heroin— worth about 
$36 millions retail— into the. 
United States. Ho was the 
£oiigU SDECB 


STATOTHR 

arrested on drugs charges in 
the past 18 months. 

Interpol and the Western nar- 
cotics agencies believe that 
Cusack’s ’’five top men” are 
based in Marseilles today, 
although two also have apart- 
ments in Paris. All operate 
under the cover of legitimate 
business, one of them as a 
freight agency, two as real 
estate and house agents, while 
the others own hotels and clubs. 
' French police admit candidly 
that they believe they know the 
names of the leaders of the 
syndicates and are aware of 
their work. But obtaining evi- 
dence that could lead to arrest 
and conviction is almost an 
impossible task — as has been 

‘shown, apart from anything 
else, by the murders of police 
and narcotics agents who were 
attempting to infiltrate the 
syndicates. 

The US Narcotics Bureau 
like the other international 
enforcement agencies, also 
acknowledges the overwhelming 
difficulties placed in the path 
of any reasonably accurate 
attempt to gauge tho amount 
of money spent or earned by 
criminals involved in trafficking. 

But the BNDD suspects that 
at least $200 millions is sent 
out of the United States each 
year specifically for th* pur* 
chase of drugs. j 


cipal lieutenants hut also the able human and financial 


names Of some members of ihn 
Service do Documentation 
Extriourc ct Contrc-Esptonnagc 
(SI)KCE). who bnv6 ‘"been 
involved, It is alleged, in the 
trafficking over the past six to 
eight years, if not longer. 

It also includes the names ot 
some French Government 


resources to Investigating US 
affairs and CIA operations in 
Europe. Shortly after M Pom-* 
pidou came to power, he 
replaced SDECE’s director, 
General Eugene Guibaud, with 
Conte Alexandra de Marcnches. 
who is a civil servant and old 
friend of President Pompidou’s. 


officials— from p o 1 1 c (Appvbved For Release 2001/08/07 CIA-RDP80-01 601 R001 000070001 -6 
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.By Jonathan C. Randal, 

‘L Washington Post Foreign Service 


‘wayward, , Gallic «•... James 
Bonds is the knowledge that 
•PATHS — Over , the years the French -‘spy organization 
’ 1_ ' has defeated all attempts at 
serious reform ever since 
its Free French beginnings 
in World War II London. 

More than 13 years of 
Gaullist rule ’have, contrib- 
uted to an attrition of vigi- 
lance,. especially since Gaull- 
ists have always had a weak- 
ness for clandestine opera- 


l ^ CX iJ m " ^ — ^ 

pv charged with lions ancl questionable oper 

j- , * m 7 o r 


ScancTals have so regularly 
besmirched the French 
.con ntoresp ion a g e org aniza- 
diou that the latest cause ce- 
jebre was greeted by .a car- 
toon suggesting that a wash- 
ing*’ machine was needed to 
handle the . growing .Volume 
of official dirty ‘linen. 

Involving a sometime 
French s. , .. 

•smuggling 96 pounds of her- 
oin info the United States 
last spring, the scandal has 
been connected by the press 
with a whole series of uusii; 
yory real estate frauds iiv 
y Giving the ruling Gaullists. 

T h o question of w ] i e t h ef 
the scandals involve a CIA 
maneuver to embarrass its 
French counterpart or rival- 
ries within the French or- 
ganization is— and promises 
to remain — as murky as' 
•the plot of a cheap spy 
.thriller. • 

, But what is immediately 
/at stake is the reputation 
'and political future of Presi- 
dent Georges Pompidou and 
the Gaullist party, grown in- 
creasingly . nervous with 
every new scandal and the 
approach of the 1973 logisla- 
* tive elections. 

-What is also at stake— as 
it has been for . years in 
France — is the role of any 
and in tel- 


atives. 

The Service du' Documen- 
tation Extcric.ure ’ ct dc 
Co n tr e-Espio n n a g e — pron- 
ounced sdeck— has suffered 
through an American period, 
followed by the traumas of 
the Algerian war, hostility' 
to the United States and the 
end of once close links with 
Israel, only to be told to 
mend its American fences 
during the past year or so. 

The previous low-water 
mark in the service’s. history 
occnred in 1965 when agents 
of the "swimming pool” — as 
SDK CIO headquarters in 
Paris is called after a near- 
by sports center — - were 
implicated in the mysterious 
kidnaping and death of 
Mehdi Ben Barka, a leftist 
Morocan politician in exile. 

At that time no fewer 
than 13 separate police and 
intelligence organizations 
v/ere "identified, and the 
French people became ac- 
wllh the dlstin-. 


counterespionage . 

ligence. operation to a West; characteristics of 

cm democracy. the ‘‘barbour.es’’ - or 

bearded ones, as spies are 


: Tieing odd ends of seem- 
ingly unconnected cases into 
; one irrefutable plot has al- 
■jv/fiys been an honored intel- 
lectual pastime in the land 
of Descartes whose citizens 


called in argot. 

It was not entirely sur- 
prising to learn that among 
Ben Barka’s abductors were 


partes whose cuizens uut . . rinlq v ,v, 0 

•have a natural penchant for common i nc occuS- 

the conspiracy theory of his- r or both 1 


tdry. 

S' But the current spectacle 
lof official and unofficial 
'Spies - calling - each other 
■names,' "complete . : with 


tion had worked for both 
the Germans and the Resist- 
anee. . 

Earlier, during the closing 
days" of the Algerian war, 


*** « rss.'ir'tis 

gci&fssstr’SP. s u.o it «* 

i. Beyond the morose^PfiPP- v ^r ■ j -a ■ ; 
tation ; occasioned., by;, such ^j ne 7| ■ 

.French. 


Despite' the barrage of de- 
tailed charges • and count- 
ercharges made public in the 
past two weeks, SDECE it- 
self lias never seen fit to 
publish the; results of the 
reform carried out at Gen. - 
.do Gaulle’s orders after the 
Bon Barka affair.. - ■ 

However, a Paris newspa- 
per reported that of the 
swimming pool’s 1,500 oper- 
atives 59 S were than purged 
with 473 of them returning 
to 'the armed forces-vrhejice 
they had come. 

An official National ^As- 
sembly ’report on SDECE 
complained that low pay 
was discouraging reevut- 
menl,a failing which may 
help to explain why so many 
"barb ouzos” seem to get 
int,o serious trouble. 

Symptomatic of such ap- 
parent financial problems 
were the cases of Roger 
DeLouette, the centcrpf the 
present -scandal, and Andre 
Labay, arrested here earlier* 
in the fall for drug traffick- 
ing. Both had worked for 
SDECE. 

Quite apart from the "war 
of the clans” within SDECE, 
which is real enough, the or- 
ganization’s real weakness is 
in cutting the umbilical c.orcl 
with its agents once they 
havo ceased being useful. 

There have been some 
cases to suggest that unem- 
ployed “barbouzes” exercise 
sufficient, leverage on their 
former employers to afford 
a certain license in finding 
othqr r means of support 
: which* are not always above 
board. • • / 

The threu gangsters in- 
volved in the Ben Barka 
case for example, had run 
houses of prostitution for a 
long time and were allowed 
to disappear abroad with an 
ease -the government found 
embarrassing. . 

The question ■ has been 
raised of how SDECE is fi- 
r. a ft red beyond its xatbci 
appropria- 


behind Yieltninh lines to col- 
lect the opium harvest. The- 
oretically, the operation was 
; to deprive the cnerny of a ny 
important source of financ- 
ing but it remains unclear i 
even today what the French- 
authorities' did with the. 
opium. (Similarly, the 
French press has accused . 
the CIA.- of doing much the N 
same with Laotian and Cam- 
bodian opium.) . • 

Inevitably, the. name of 
Jacques Fotort ha^ been 
mentioned again in this case/ 
as it was in the Ben Barka 
affair. Foccart is nominally 
secretary general of the 
French- African Community 
>_ an organization which has 
had no* legal existence for, 
these 11 years — but Ids 
. real business is ensuring 
that all goes relatively 
smoothly in former French 
bk ck African possessions.' 

His organization rcpul- 
edlv employs many "bar- 
.houzes.” 

More open to question are 
such purely Gaullist unoffi- 
cial organizations as the 
Committees of Republic De- 
fense and the Civil Action 
Service which. anti-GaulHsts 
have charged involve former' 
"barbouzes” in all kinds of 
skullduggery, ; including 
drug trafficking. 

The or e l; tally , t li ey arc a 
kind Ad Gaullist internal pd- . 
lice to provide protection 
for Gaullist’ noli Una ns .end. 
workers during electior 
.campaigns.;.- 

./'There is apparently well- 
founded speculation that 
much *of the French exploi- 
tation of the scandals is 
linked "to ; the legislative 
• elections now on the hori- 
zon. ; 

Many :Frenchmcn agreed 
with Gen, -Pierre Billotte, a 
former defense minister and 
Gen. dc Gaulle’s, wartime 
chief of staff, who claimed 
that SDECE was "no longer 
,in the republican order” and 
called for its "dissolution.” 

But his statement was un- 
dercut by, the knowledge, 
that Billotte bad hoped to 
take over as the boss "of 
SDECE and had been 
turned down. 

. Nonetheless, . . his’, .words 
' ?struck a deeper cord than 
those of Defense* Minister 
M i ch cl Dob re , wh o is tech n i- 
cally responsible for SDECE. 


stingy budget ... 

' tWpWroiflP OiBWOI " DcLou 

. ■_ fff. « French air cite affair was 


china wav 


force plane regularly landed 


cite affair was 
printing “on tin 


only worth 
* 15th page 
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Drug-Runners Reap Big Profits 

> 1 - By ROBERT IJNDSEY 
; .They fly low and slow, 
tlie light of the moon, 

make $50,000 a night ■ ,,£*• „ , rtf ; ’ huge profit potential, tight- nffiHak vriiw 

• Thov some private " e f Jr Ut ? ot ?■ them are cned surveillance at some' Oificials L Le . 

v They use soxne private stalling to use bigger planes ground, border crossing As far as the United States 

planes and old military trails- --DCS s, surplus military points and the relative ease 5 s concerned, the flights are 

/ ports and land on deserted transports, turbo-prop exec-’ of flying in contraband. . . legal as long as readily avail- 

air strips or sagebrusb-cov- utive Planes, and we have; '‘Smuggling of narcotics by ? -hle export permits are ob- 

1 ^ 1 ‘,.1 j* fciirmrl CmHli rxf ik/"* 



ered desert. • Their cargo is ° ur e £ e 0I ?- T t hat smaU planes is less risky for tained. South of the border, 

' inariiuana cocaine and her- ? as 1 Constellation, the Jus- operators than by any other the contrabandistas usually 
■’ 1 ‘ tice^ Department official said, means of transportation,” bribe local officials and earn 


operators than by any other the contrabandistas usually 

’ J earn 

their 

Within recent months, lured 


States and Mexico, air- air f 0l , c ? consists of- 30 un- smuggling of heroin by air is by tne promise of even 

•nb dru«-run.ners are doiiv* marked helicopters and small growing rapidly. greater profits m drug traf- 

rr hncinl -,Jt pIani l s - Occasionally, the The drugs come into Flor- «c. an increasing number of 


mi r 7 vi ii luiijuui tuuvu, 

, . % ■ ■ ' The Constellation can carry sa id Neal Sonnett, an Assist- a solid profit by sellin, 

Along the sparsely settled 40,000 pounds of cargo. : ant United States Attorney duty-free merchandise. 
n frontier that divides the Unit- States * m Miami, where he said 

r. Cd 
borne 

? booming business, and agents- are able , to pursue ida from Tvance* via Tslands contrabandistas "have been 
federal agents say tnat they smugglers and arrest them in the Caribbean and the Yu- flying to this country with 
do not know how to stop when they land. Increasing catan Peninsula in Mexico. drugs instead of returning 

1 USe °' lie, clcnr?v °hnd Economics Explained home with their planes empty. 

• ‘ : A Justice Department cx- Although some illegal 
estimate, at least 10 pianos "since July 1, they i, ave . explained the economics flights cross the border in 
cross the border with rnari- been used to make 57 arrests ^ daylight, most cross' at night, 

juana and other drugs. On and seize 14 planes that were vm , W The P lanes usually fly a few 

.rare- occasions, the smugglers ^usloms 2 juana] for :J low as $2 a hundred feet above the 

are caught by United States . ‘ . •• • brick' [a kilogram, or 2.2 ground to dodge what they 

"agents flying their own - ' * pounds], but if you ' don’t believe to be searching sig- 

planes. But usually they land V « But % e know we’re on]v know your way around, you nals from Air Force, or Fed- 
■ ' - r, e ttiim a tinv f u mi if probably will have to pay oral Aviation Administration 


thc-m. 

year lias 

' f On most nights, the agents cff ec ^ 


unnoticed -in Arizona, Cali- gettin, 
fornia, Texas, Florida or else- 
where and net at least 
$50,000 each trip. 

; 4 * Anybody who know* how in Brownsville, Tex., recently, 
■to fly can get into the-busi- — they learn about it (quickly 
, ness , and make a lot of mon- and just take another route.” 
.cy in a .hurry if he gets started 5 Years Ago 
,a\yay\yith it,” said Donald A. Drugs have been smuggled 


ccttin^ a tiny fra '-f inn of Pivuctmy win ndvt: iu pay ^ v ‘ ai 

O 8 €i jstwns agent^aid! • closcr to - S30 ’ 11 *-* take rad £ 

“They are very clever peo- a very big plane to fly 500 n r ec au tioiis are unnecessary' 
Pic,, and if we put the heat bricks if you take out tire v/hat radar there is on the 
011 >*!'„ -fn ? a "n~i!. ke .L® J?/ scats and strip it down. border, officials said, is large- 

<4 If he takes the stuff to ly ineffective below 0,000 
Tucson, he can sell it for feet ftncl at s °tne points it is 

useless below 18,000 feet, 


about $130 a brick, maybe 1 ah SS .. e , y feet, 

5 oc conn ^ A r Ail pilots who cross the 

on fh^ri^Vpf^\w e o e {?^ m ^ international frontier are re- 
. Quick, a Bureau of Customs into this country by aiFfor : ihev’re petin^ mnrhac- quired t0 fiIc ‘ an official 
'agent based at the border at least five years. Initially, . 0 i* n Bosom Bu ay he mth tho F.A.A. 

town of Nogales, Arm. te i| dctl t0 buys it for % and sells "Xrf ^bf ldr; 

■ ■ , , . , of college age. They rented in the states for siifi- de l janciin g wlicre ' t .' ie t,J p 

“You get bush pilots, sol- a p i ane an d flew into Mexico a nrofiT on mo ffi originates. Many pilots ig- 


diers Of fortune, crop dust-, to* buy a small amount of SSOMO^orea ^nWir^worV 0 ” J lorc this rule. Butsomefbi- 
.ers, guys who flew with Air marijuana and then sold it Although Mexican-pro-vn ov ^ l l ? procedure -up to a 
America in Vietnam [an air- fora comfortablc'profit, . ma ri]SanS is by take off and and 
line said to be affiliated with J v , ost. cargo of the aerial smug- tkeir pian°but tl/V t'ike 'a' 

dhe Central IntetBeence 4 C'U,, “ g«Lgy ."“l f 8&r»5fctt Se5 1 



! A small plane is perfect ^ subicct to a search. ' 

- _ heads the narcotics detail in ageiSid^bc/iusTi/doesn’t Asked kow the smuggling 

if ‘They're -developing their, the southern part of the state, take much to make a small 


;|ng to do anything to fly, ment of Public Safety, who for brinmn^in -heroin^ an 
including smuefflmp.” ! u 


smuggling. 

ig thei.. 

own air force, and it's get- saic ‘ : 
.ting bigger and bigger,” saic 
an official of the Justice De- crations 


fortune.” Ten ounces 


f the Customs agent here, said: 
01 '‘People hear terms like 


ly?0dfcfoS2dop: S°!f,k rCl ^ d d n radar, jet and computer, and 


organized op- for *3,500 can be sold in th!nt . 

, .. — m lucson aloiie, Los Angeles for 8140 non inin ' 

partments Bureau of Nar- each involving six to eight Another recent trend °tli 
cotjcs and Dangerous Drugs, people, that are flying m worries the authorities is the 

which is jointly responsible loads weekly. recent diversification of a 

with the Customs Bureau for Customs agents recently group’ of “one-way” smug- V mf rnkn it ™ in is non 
policing the smuggling. wSw*^ ? t Z7 of callcd ‘‘^^bandis- H XP 

jfrf drug *5 u ‘ m ? rs l fi 3 *!f a “used him of 1 ‘ Operating from small air- 

use .light single and twin- helping . to direct a large ports along the American 

• aerial, smuggling -operation, side of the border, contraban-- 

lie is under indictment, for distas fly United States. mcr- ' , v AriJ . 
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you can solve any 

+ . * j , . problem. But this is a very ' 

• r * ?A erR . complicated problem. That’s 

W 01 lies the autlinrifif>s th„ 0 , Q U g flnd , t , g ca?y 

to get lost in it, ancl when 
you take it up to 18,000, • 
feet, that’s a lot of air space 
to watch. 
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DRUGS: 

The French Connection 

Over the past fifteen years few es- 
pionage organizations have suffered so 
i many damaging scandals as France’s 
| Service de Documentation Extcricure cl 
de Contra Espionage~the French equiv- 
alent of the CIA. Up until last year, the 
SDECE recruited ex-convicts and mem- 
bers of the underworld as agents, and 
brawn was valued over brains. This, in- 
evitably, led to all kinds of mishaps: 


•V*S> -is 


l 


; .y. v f . . 

"W / 


New Jersey named Herbert J. Stern. 
■'•■On Dec. 15, 1970, Delouette told 
Stern, Colonel Fournier asked him to 
smuggle the heroin into the U.S. for 
$60,000. As a former SDECE officer, De- 
/loueUe was well acquainted with Four- 
nier, whose real name is Paul . Ferrer— 
and who directs the worldwide operation 
of all SDECE agents. Several years ago 
however, Delouette was fired by Ferrer 
for “unreliability/’ And as Dclouettc told 
the story, when Ferrer got back in touch 
will l him last year, it was not to offer him 
his old job— but a totally different kind' 
of assignment. 

Allegedly, Ferrer put Dclouctte . in 
contact with other heroin smugglers. And 
acting, so he said, on- Ferrer’s instruc- 
tions, Delouette flew to New York, where 
he was to pick up the heroin and de- 
liver it to a contact thought to be some- 
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SDECE agents 
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Joo Pctrella — New York Daily N 




Stern . with drug 
haul (left) and ex- 
agent Dclouettc 


were 


implicated in the 


sloppy public erasure of a prominent 
Moroccan, Mehdi Ben Barka, in 1965, 
and another SDECE agent recently got 
fifteen years for slipping French secrets 
to the ^ Yugoslavs. * Last week, the 
SDECE s tarnished reputation suffered 
yet another blow’. A U.S. Federal grand 
jury in Newark, N.J., indicted an SDECE 
officia.1, who uses the nom de guerre 
“Col. Paul Fournier,” as the leader of an 
international heroin-smuggling organiza- 
tion. The indictment set off a round of bit- 
ter transatlantic accusations and shook the 
French spy network to its foundations. 

The first scent on the trail leading to 
Fournier was picked up last April when 
the freighter Atlantic Cognac docked at 
Port Elizabeth, N.J., and customs agent 
Lynn Pelletier, 22, played a hunch and 
checked out a 1971 Volkswagen camper. 
She found 96 pounds of raw heroin 
(street value $12 million) stashed inside. 
When Roger Delouette, 48, a French 
citizen, showed up to claim the -VW, 
he was arrested and soon afterward 
began recounting a startling story to a 
young, crime ’ 


one in the' French Consulate. After De- 
louette was indicted in May, Stern gave 
him two lie-detector tests (he passed 
both). Later, Stern contacted the French 
Ministry of Justice and then flew off to 
Paris to confer with some French offi- 
cials. Said Stern: “I was told ‘Fournier* 
was innocent, that he was a high-ranking 
official and there was no reason for me to 
meet with him/’ * 

Last w'eek, Fournier-Ferre* came out 
of hiding to give five hours of secret 
testimony before a French magistrate. As 
he emerged from the Palace of Justice in 
Paris, a photographer snapped his pic- j 
turc— but Ferrer persuaded the police to 
confiscate the film on the ground that 
his identity was “a secret affecting na- 
tional defense” Meanwhile, the French 
Government brushed aside all charges 
against Ferrer and refused to extradite 
him for trial in the U.S. Safe in Paris, 
Ferrer challenged: “If I’m guilty, Mr. 
Stem, prove it and justice will follow its 
course.” From Newark, Stern -replied: 
“If you’re innocent, Mr. Fournier, come 
to this country and stand trial?’ 


trial of sorts was already under way, for 
at tlie end of the week, one Col. Roger 
Barberot went on Radio Luxembourg and 
charged that narcotics smuggling bad in- 
deed been organized by French intelli- 
gence agents. Barberot’s motives, how- 
ever, were open to question. A fanatic 
Gaullist and anti-American, Barberot had 
hired. Delouette immediately alter Fer- 
rer fired him from the SDECE. Further, 
Barberot is head of the Bureau for Ag- 
ricultural Production Development, a 
cover for intelligence operations over- 
seas, and his accusations may simply re- 
flect infighting between two French in- 
telligence groups. In fact, there was 
speculation that Barberot was incensed 
over President Georges Pompidou’s, ap- 
proval of a purge against old-line Gaull- 
ists within the SDECE and was trying to 
discredit the entire organization. 

Nor did tlie speculation end 'there. 
Chai ’ac lexis tically, some sources ad- 
vanced the hypothesis that the smuggling 
case had been masterminded by the CIA V . 
As they saw it, the CIA had a simple mo- ' 
tive for blackening Ferrer’s reputation. 
This past summer, the U.S. ambassador 
to Malagasy was kicked out of that 
country after charges against him had 
been trumped up by ’the French (News- 
week, July 5). What’s more, since Ferrer 
is also responsible for the French spy net- 
work in the U.S., it was conceivable that • 
his agents had often stepped on the toes 
of their » American counterparts. ‘ In the 
U.S., there was speculation that, if Ferrer 
was in fact involved in the heroin racket, 
the motive was either to line his own 
pockets or to finance French intelligence 
operations in the U.S. 

It was, of course, impossible to verify 
any of these ^theories. But those with in-’ 
side information on the French drug 
scene were convinced that if Stern’s 
charges against Paul Ferrer arc in fact 
true, then the scene may well be set for 
a scandal that could rock the French Gov- 
ernment. For if it can be demonstrated 
that a top official of the Service de Doc- . 
um enta Lion Extcrieure et de Con ire Es- 
pionage was, for any reason, involved in 
the narcotics trade, even the total dis- 
mantling of the organization may not be 
enough to out France’s allies at rest. 
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Web Grows in French Drug Tangle 




By MARGOT LYON 
P PARIS — 4 Tt’s like a Shakespeare 
play/* said a leading Frenchman this 
week. “It's an infernal cauldron where 
ambitions, grudges, big money and 
blackmail are all simmering — an ex- 
plosive mixture that will probably 
spare nobody when it boils over, as it 
must.” 

i He was talking of the latest revela- 
tions in the scandal that links French 
counter-espionage services with the $12 
million sale of heroin in the United 
States. 

t The story began last April when 
French agriculturist and. one-time spy 
Roger Delouette was arrested in New 
Jersey as he went to claim a Volkswag- 
en minibus in which 96 pounds of hero- 
in were hidden. He told American au- 
thorities that the man behind the smug- 
gling attempt was a Colonel Fournier — 

* later said to be Paul Ferrer — a high- 
ranking officer of the Service de Docu- 
mentation Exterleure et Contre-Espio- 
*nage or SDECE, roughly the French 
equivalent of the CIA, 


Action Urged 


New Jersey attorney Herbert Stern 
has been demanding that Fournier-Fer- 
rer come and defend himself against 
the charges, but since last April nothing 
has moved, except for a visit to Paris 
from Mr. Stern himself earlier this 
month, when he saw the director of 
the cabinet of the Interior Minister, 
Raymond Marcellin, in the presence 
of U.S. Ambassador Watson and 
;other officials. The ambassador 
seemingly tried to smooth the rough 
•'edges of a somewhat stormy meeting, 
; but as one of the participants said later, 
■“Dr. Watson did not manage to soothe 
iSherlock Holmes.” 

‘ Last February Minister Marcellin 
'signed a cooperation pact on dope-hunt- 
ing with Attorney General John Mitch- 


ell and it looks as if Washington does 
not wish to sacrifice the restored coop- 
eration between the two for the skin of ■ 
a crook. But Attorney Stern is seen to 
be in a hurry to build his own political 
career, and is Impatient with the slow 
and exceedingly formalistic style of 
French justice. 

In turn the French criticize him for 
keeping their official from contact with 
Delouette. Mr. Stern says that De- 
louette’s lawyer will only allow him to 
meet with them after Delouette himself 
has been granted immunity — a long _ 
long way from French traditions of ju- 
dicial procedure. 

With little understanding of each oth- 
er’s methods,- legally what is going on 
is a dialogue of the deaf. 

BUT THE FRENCH public sat up 
and paid attention last weekend when 
Colonel Roger Barberot, a gaullist for- 
mer ambassador, a well known busi- 
nessman, and very probably an ex-spy 
himself, revealed in a radio interview 
that the entire affair had probably less 
to do with international drug traffic 
than with East-West spying. 

Before De Gaulle returned to power, 
he said, the French intelligence service 
had virtually become a subsidiary of 
the CIA. But after 1958 De Gaulle re- 
stored its independence. Later in his 
term of office he oriented it toward 
counter-espionage against the United 
States. 

Two years ago when President Pom- 
pidou took over, he ordered the service 
changed back to its former task of 
spying on Communist activities. By that 
time it contained so many anti-Ameri- 
can agents that according to Colonel 
Barberot, when new broom Alexandre 
de Marenches began his clean-up, he 
found he had to fire all the top brass. 

Since then SDECE (pronounced 
Zdek) agents have used their inside 
knowledge to settle scores with new- 


! 

comers, old-timers and any other fac- ‘ 
tion they disliked. The former head of i 
the Research Service of the Zdek, said 1 
Barberot, was himself fired on suspi- 
cion of -working closely with Com- 
munist agents, 

EARLY THIS WEEK the man in 
question, a Colonel Beaumont alias Ber- j 
trand, while admitting the whole serv- , 
ice was infested with factional rivalries, ' 

" sued Barberot for one million francs for 
slander. Said Barberot: “I didn’t make 
my statement lightly.” However, both 
colonels take the line that no serious 
link exists between the Zdek and drugs, 
but that rivals clumsily placed the hero- 
in in the minibus knowing that De- 
louette would implicate anybody to get 
himself off the hook. 

However, the staunchest defenders 
of France have been pushing the line 
that a link Indeed exists between spy- 
ing and drugs— only it concerns the 
CIA and not French intelligence. 

Everybody knows, say these hard- 
liners, that the, manipulates the 
selling of Laotian opiu/n because it is 
more than a source of profit, it is a 
tactical necessity. So the CIA has used 
the existing networks to wipe out politi- 
cal adversaries — which in that part of 
the world were French, France having 
retained a good deal of her Influence . 
since Laos and the rest formed part of ) 
the French Empire. , 

A Hidden War \ 

Since General de Gaulle’s anti- .] 
American speech at Phnom Penh in ‘ 
1966, a hidden but merciless war has ■ 
gone on — and the Delouette case is 
only one aspect of a French-American 
settlement. Nobody would know who , 
emerged the winner, say the gaullists, 
if President Nixon had not recently de- 
' manded a reorganization of the CIA for , 
misleading him — especially on Laotian l 
and Cambodian affairs. ’ 
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Paris, mardi, 12 h 45. Vctu cl’iin 
pardcssus gris anthracite, une echarpe 
autour du cou, un hornmc d’unc cin- 
quantaine d’annees, d’unc bonne cor- 
pulence, sort du cabinet du jugc d’ins- 
truction Roussel, au Palais dc Justice. 
II a un mouvement de recul en’aper- 
ccvant un photographe de L’Express, 
Philippe Morel, poste la avec un repor- 
ter d’Europe I, Pierre Douglas. Les 
deux journalistes le suivent jusqu’a la 
grille du Palais et Pabordent dcs qu’il 
franchit i’cnceinle. L’hommc leve un 
sourcil broussaillcux ct dit d’une voix 
grave, tr^s posec : « Jc nc suis pas celui 
que vous croyez. » Lc photographe a 
braque son apparcil ct prend dcs cli- 
ches. « Vous n’avcz pas le droit... Don- 
nez-moi voire pcllicule. » L’hommc 
hele Pagcnt en faction, qui appelic un 
< panicr a saladc » ct conduit lc trio 
au vieux commissariat des Halles. 

« Comprencz-moi, dit 1 ’homme, jc 
fais de [’information, moi aussi, cornme 
vous. Mais mes fonctions, com me in a 
person nalite, sont couverles par le 
secret dc Defense Rationale. Si j’avais 
Pautorisation de paraitre ct de parler, 
e’est avec plaisir que je le ferais, puis- 
que je suis mis cn cause par des decla- 
rations abcrranles. Mais je nc m’appar- 
tiens pas. > 

Sur uno copie. La pcllicule cst sai- 
sie par le commissaire, a la demandc 
de la Cour de surete dc 1’Etat. Elle a 
impression nc le visage d’un homme 
tenu a Panonymat, mais dont lc pscu- 
dpnyme ct la profession defraient la 
chroniqu.c rnondialc depuis 1 ’avant- 
veille : le « colonel Paul Fournier >, 


adjoint a la direction du . Service de 
documentation exterieure et dc contre- 
espionnage (Sdece, prononcez Zdek). 

Escamote du commissariat par unc 
mystcrieusc ambulance immatriculee . 
1296 LV 75, il vient de deposcr, pres 
de cinq hcurcs durant, devant lc juge 
destruction Roussel, dans une affaire 
de traflc de drogue dont la justice amc- 
ricaine Paccusc d’etre Porganisatcur, 

Au ineinc moment, un dc ses « hono- 
rablcs corrcspondants », M. Roger 
Delouettc, comparaft devant lc tribu- 
nal federal dc Newark (New Jersey). 
Grand, elancc, chcveux rToirs bien 
ranienes sur la nuque, nc paraissant 
pas scs 48 ans, il a, eirplus jcune, un 
faux air de Ray MiMand dans « Love 
Story ». 11 suit, ‘sur une copic, la lec- 
ture de Pactc d’accusation faitc par 
le juge Frederick Lacey : c Vous avez 
plaide coupable d’avoir conspire avec 
le colonel Fournier en vue. de Pache- 
minement d’hcroinc de France vers les 
Etats - Unis. Connaissez - vous Paul 
• Fournier, dcs services de contre- 
espionnage fran^ais, Sdece? ■- 

— Oui. 

— Eticz-vous un agent du Sdece ? 

— Oui. 

— Depuis quand ? 

— J’ai etc recrutc en 1968. J’ai 
commence a opercr cn 1969. 

Avcc qui dcvicz-vous vous mettre 
cn rapport aux Etats-Unis.? 

— Jc devais avoir un contact au 
consulat dc France a New York. * (Ce 
contact scrait M. Harold Mac Nab, chef 
du poste 'Sdece.) 

Le juge donne .alors lecture des 


Un « incorruptible » 


M. Herbert J. Stern, Paccusateur do 
M. Paul Fournier, est un jeune procureur 
dc 35 ans qui s’est fait une reputation 
d’« incorruptible 11 a passd la plus 
grande partie de sa vie dans !e New 
Jersey et ft New York. Apres des etudes 
6 PLooIe dc droit de I’universito de Chi- 
cago, grace ft une bourse de la Fonda- 
tion Ford, i[ est nommo cn 1951 assis- 
tant du procureur efu comto de New York. 
En 1954 ct cn 1965, toujours dans co 
m6mc comtft, i! cst affecto au bureau des 
homicides, ou il a chargft de (’ins- 
truction sur Passaseinat “du leader noir 
Malcolm X. 11 obtient Porrestation des trois 
coupables. 

. A la fin de 1965, il cst nommft au minis- 
ter© de la Justice ft la tote de la section 
quo les Americalns appellant * lo crime 
organist et lo racket Sa reputation ect 
tfojft cufflsamment fttablio’ pour qu’on 


de diriger un « grand jury » afin d’enque- 
ter sur la corruption qui regno dans la 
ville do Newark (New 'Jersey). Aupres du 
procureur federal de cet Etat, Mi Fre- 
derick B. Lacey, qui est oujourd’hui devenu 
juge, 11 entreprend, .en septembre 1959, 
une enquete retentissante sur les aclivi- 
tds de la Mafia ft Newark. II parvient ft 
fttablir que [’organisation secrete a ft son 
service le maire de Newark, trois des 
neuf. conseillers mimicipaux, quatre 
anciens conseillers municlpaux, ct d’in- 
nombrables policiers. Dans . cette ville, 
proche do New York, qui c$t en majo- 
rit6 noire, la Mafia controle tout. M. Stern 
parvient ft y falre condamner les coupa- 
bles, y compris le maire, M. Hugh AcJdo- 
nlzid. Aux Elections suivantes, tin Noir 
cst ftiu maire. 

Au dftbut dc Pennfte 1971, M. Stern 
est nomrnd procureur foclftra! pour-le New 


declarations faites par Paccuse depuis 
son arrcstalion, le 5 avril, par le ser- 
vice des douanes du New Jersey. Ce 
jour-la, une jeune inspectrice, miss 
Lynn Pelletier, 22 ans, avait cu bicn 
du flaij en procedant a la fouillc d’un 
.minicar Volkswagen, debarque sur un 
quai de Port Elizabeth du cargo 
c Atlantic Cognac », cn provenance 
du Havre, et dont le proprietaire, 1 
M. Delouettc, etait arrive la vcillc a 
New York par lc vol 803 de la T.w.a. 
Sous le plancher. « Un petit qucl- 
que chose m’a mis la puce a Porcilic », 
dira plus tarcl la jeune femme. En 
demontant I*e reservoir d’eau cn plas- 
tique sous le lavabo dc la caravanc, 
clle a trouve quinze sacs remplis dc 
poudre blanche, qualrc-vingt-six autres 
sous le plancher : au total, 43 kg 778 
d’herojnc pure, estimcc a 2.750 mil- 
lions au prix coutant ct cn valant 66 
a la revente clandestine au detail. 

Le Fran j a is est aussitot apprehendc 
sur le quai du port-ct inlcrrogc par les 
enqueteurs dcs douanes. * Je n’y com- 
prends ricn. Jc ne sais pas ce que 
e’est que 9 a. > L’interrogatoire va 
durer trente heurcs. Commence b. la 
douane de Port Elizabeth, il va se pour- 
suivre & l’hote] Sheraton de New York, 
ou une so.uricicre est tendue dans la 
chambre que M. Delouettc a rescr- 
vee. Jaloux de fours prerogatives, les 
douaniers se contentent de prevenir le 
Narcotic Bureau de leur exploit. Les 
.policiers alertent a leur tour Pantcnne 
de rOffice frangais des stupefiants, 
tenue par le commissaire Daniel Hart- 
wig ct par Pofficier de police Claude 
Chaminadas. Le protocolc dc coopera- 
tion franco-amcricain ne s’etend pas, 
cn efFet, aux douanes. M. Chaminadas 
est, cepcndant, autorise a assistcr a un 
bout d’interrogatoirc. Sans interet. 

Le Iendemain matin, 6 avril, le tele- 
phone sonne dans la chambre ou 
M. Delouettc a passe la nuit avec un 
douanicr. La communication, qui cst 
enregistree, vient dc Paris. Au bout du 
fil, une voix de femme. 

« II est arrive un pepin a la voi- 
ture », dit M. Dclouctte, qui raccroche 1 
en soupirant. Lc commissaire Harlwig 
cst invite ft entendre I’enregistrement, 
puis la suite dc Fintcrrogatoire, qui 
prend alors un ton nouveau. Aprfts lc 
coup de telephone, M. Delouettc 
commence ft sc confesser : c Jc suis 
du Sdece et j’ai agi sur ordre de mon 
supfiricur. » M. Harlwig assistc au 
debut de la confession, qui ne donnera 
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FROM OUR PARIS CORRESPONDENT 


It. began as a trivial drug scandal. Intelligence Agency in particular, were 
And then the skeletons and dirty trying to embarrass the SDEGE. Last 
linen started tumbling out of French week, a certain retired Colonel Barbe- 
secret service closets. When M. Roger rot produced a quite different version 
Delouette was arrested in New Jersey for Radio Luxembourg. 1 The affair, he 
last April, charged with drug smug- suggested, was a fall-out from the 1970 
gling — heroin, some 90 pounds of it — purge of the organisation that followed 
he claimed to belong to France’s the appointment of its new director by 
Service de : Documentation Exterieure President Pompidou. Pie argued that 
fct de Contre-Espionnage (SDECE), the drug smuggling operation had prob- 
and to have been acting under the ■ ably been mounted by members of 
instructions of his superior, a certain the old regime, -and that the new 
Colonel Paul Fournier. French justice regime had itself denounced M. 
was duly informed, and an ill-tempered “Delouette to the. Americans in order 
dialogue" began between the New to get rid of him. And who was really 
Jersey prosecutor, demanding that a behind M. Delouette ? The colonel 
case, be brought against Colonel Four- hinted that it wasn’t Fournier (real 
nier, and .the French juge d* instruction, name Ferrer, he said) and vigorously 
who wanted to question M. Delouette, emphasised the links between M. 
'. In the jniddle of. this month the Delouette and yet another colonel, a 
■full story started to spill out. The initial certain Colonel Beaumont, who had 
“unofficial” French version had been been a director of research for th.e 


1970 purge. Colonel Barberot claimed 
that he had been suspected of treason. 
' At this point the balloon went up 
'and fog and dirty linen came down. 
The judge concerned at once demanded 
the tape of Colonel Barberot’s radio 
interview and has been questioning 
/him and some former, agents ever 
since. Colonel Beaumont in turn broke 
cover on Monday, declaring that he 
was the victim of a plot, had never 
met M. Delouette although he knew 
the latter had been considered for a 
mission, and that he would sue 
Colonel Barberot for slander. 

Inevitably the affair has become 
political, not least ■ because • tht 
“treason” hinted at is a reference to 
the political basis of the SDECE. purge 
— the removal, that is, of the numerous 
agents who under General de Gaulle 
had been busier spying on France’s 
allies than on its nominal enemies. 
But who is gunning for whom ? Colonel 
Barberot is a left-wing gaullist, and 
presumably no lover of the new regime. 
M. Michel Debre, the defence minister 
under whose wing the service operates, 
has given the body his full backing. 
Has Fournier-Fcrrer been named 


that the Americans, and the Central SDECE before falling victim to the 



Fournier— or somebody— is staying under w raps 


because the ' new regime wanted him 
out of the way too, or because victims 
of the purge (which he survived) did, 
or because he was actually drug- 
smuggling, or merely because M. 
Delouette hoped to save-, his skin by 
naming a -fictitious accomplice ? 

. , And how is it that Colonel Barberot 
knows so much about the SDECE ? 
•His only visible connection with -the 
case is that he runs the Bureau for 
the Promotion of Agricultural Pro- 
duction which once employed M. 
Delouette. This innocent-sounding 
body supplies third-world countries 
•with experts in agriculture. 

The press is having a field day with 
every combination of answers to these 
questions, the opposition papers accord- 
ing -to their lights, the pro-government 
France-Soir gallantly soldiering on with 
the theory that the whole thing is a 
CIA plot. For this theory it has found 
all manner of supporting evidence- 
attributed . to happily anonymous 
sources in Switzerland. / v. . ■ 
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En accusant un colonel du S.d.e.c.e., Delouette, 
agronome, trafi quant d'heroine, et agent special 
relance la campagne americaine contre la filiere 
francaise de la drogue. Mais qui est Delouette? 


4 hovembre. — Hubert J. 
Stern, procureur general 
a la Cour de Newark, 
couve du regard son ac- 
cuse favori, son poulain 
Roger - Xavier - Leon De- 
I'ouette'. Petit, maigre, le 
visage emacie des justi- 
ciers incorruptibles, le 
procureur general, dans 
son strict complet gris 
anthracite de fonctionnai- 
re integre, a I’allure tran- 
chante des attorneys qui 
ambitionnenf 1 une grande 
carriere. L’audience a lieu 
devant le tribunal de 
Newark, dans un local 
qui ressemble, avec son 
plafond aux caissons de 
couleur, a une salle des 
fetes un jour de distribu- 
tion des prix. 


i condottiere tenebreux. Une 
silhouette athletique d’aventu- 
rier international a la prestan- 


sans visage, dont le nom pas- 
se-partout a I’air d’un pseudo- 
nyme de fonction. 


M. Stern se retourne tres sou- 
vent vers le public, compose 
de ses futurs electeurs, comme 
pour souligner I’importance flu 
combat qu’il est en train d’en- 
gager : il part en guerre contre 
les services speciaux frangais 
corrompus. Insoucieux des 
complications diplomatiques, 
insensible aux pressions, il 
met en accusation le pays qui 
introduit I’heroine aux Etats- 
Unis pour empoisonner la 
'jaunesse americaine. 

Roger Delouette lui donne lare- 
pligue d’une voix sourde, in- 
quiete, mais sans d&taillan^i 
Un long visage chevalin de 


ce avantageuse, avec son "LVI 

1,82 m il ressemble a un Jon- 1 ? 71 ’ ' s car9 ° fran 7 

nunmc rTOrml* a „ tnmr „i™_ C .? IS “ Atl ? nt| c Cognac » vient 


, quotes d'Oriola au teint plom- n- 

1 be qui aurait delaisse depuis u th , M a . ort ^ 'f a ‘ 

• longtemps les reunions hippi- ^ ^Suaniere df 

5 ques pour |es corcles de jeu. ® u n n ® rS, r , 22 , anS ' ' 

a a i • j.r J Lynn Pelletier, contemple un 

i f Hinson. t" S p^ 

- pormetWM a un enneml' “public r^comreTes^/S'd-Mro'ine 

: dollars tfamonde ^ Pure ' Peu aprts u " Franks 

: —use- S'VL ffiSTpS? & 

ment une paire de lunettes do- rer le minicar. On lui falicite les 
rees, Roger-Xavier-i.eon Do* fcrmalites et on I’arrete, C'est 
5 louette, plaide respectueuse- Delouette. 

| ment coupable d’avoir, « de- Son interrogatoire est fruc- 
l puis ou aux environs du ler tueux : il se presente d’abord 
, decembre 1970, en pleine comme un aqent itinerant du 
; conscience et de plein qre, et S.d.e.c.e. et revele que, ver s le 
> contrairement A la loi (« against 15 decembre 1970, il a etA 

• the law ») ^conspire pour hn- pressenti par le colonel Paul 

Etats ; u !j| s . 96 _ Hvres Fournier, haul fonctionnaire du 
( 3 778 grammes) d heroine hy- S.d.e.c.e., pour faire passer de 
drochlaride ». I’heroine aux Etats-Unis. Peu 

— apres, il rencontre au Cafe de 

Paris un personnage rnyste- 
LA JEUNE DOUANIERE . rieux, dont il ignore le nom, 
DECOUVFIE 44 kg D’HEROINE F. ui lui , offre 1 200 dollars par 
DANS LE MINIBUS d ' h6 j; oi ne transportAe et 

qui I© charge d acheter une 

Volkswagen « Camper », d’ob- 

kiuette pr t V - enu ' P e,ui 906 De ’ • ensulte" de a Vey.p6diMo°n CCU Dc- 
a J as ’f? C t ° mme f. n louette touche bientot une 
et que a justice amAri- avance sur commission de 
came a inculpe est absent. 5500 dollars et, sur I’ordre de 
Cest le colone Fournier que Fournier, va prendre livraison 
accusation presente comme de , a merchandise A quarante 
superviseur . du kilometres de Paris A Pont- 

nnstant encore, un homme 


scntl nue-a 



cams 


SS“ S= 300 000 — 


ro- 
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vient dans un climat d'irritabi- 
lite et de suspicion. Depuis 
longtemps. le Bureau am6ri- 
cain des narcotiques que les 
trafiquants d’heroine tiennent 
en echec, accuse plus ou 
moins ouvertement la police 
frangaise de proteqer les gros 
bonnets de la drogue. 

Ensuite,* Id fait qu'un service 
d'espionnaqe serve de couver- 
ture au trafic de I’heroine pa- 
rait tres vraisemblable aux en- 
queteurs americains. Ils n’ont 
qu'a observer ce qui se passe 
chez eux. Chacun sait, aux 
Etats-Unis, sans vouloir le dire, 
que les avions d’Air America, 
la compaqnie aerienne de la 
C.i.a., font la collecte de 
I'opium brut, cultive par les 
montagnards Meos au Laos, au 
sud de la plains des Jarres, et 
dans la region de Chiang-Mai, 
en Thailande. Pour des raisons 
politiques, . mais aussi parce 
qu’une centrale d'espionnage a 
toujours tendance a vivre en 
circuit ferme, & fonctionner 
oour elle-meme et & alimenter 
ses caisses, quelle que soil 
I'importance des credits qui lui 
sont attribuds, par n’importe 
auel moyen. 

Enfin, Roger-Xavier-Leon De- 
louette donne sur son pass6 
des precisions troublantes. II 
apparait comme un agent pres- 
que officiel du gouvernement 
frartgais. 


IL ENTRE 

DANS LA CARRIERE DE 
L’OMBRE EN 19-16 


blemes agricoles et rl a tente 
aussi de se faire admettre, 
sous I'Occupation, comme au- 
diteur libre a I'Ecole nationale 
d’agriculture de Grignon. On le 
retrouve ensuite en Angola oil 
il participe a un plan de deve- 
loppement des Hauts Plateaux. 
Malgre son absence de diplo- 
me, il se revele un specialiste 
en maticre de riz et d'agrumes. 
Son nom parvient jusqu’aux 
oreilles du baron Guy de 
Rothschild qui lui confie la 
qestion de son domaine . de 
Ferrieres. 


ON DEMANDE AGRONOMES 
POLYGLOTTES SACHANT 
REGARDE R 


Delouette est un fils spirituel 
de Graham Green et de Domi- 
nique Ponchardier. li est n6 
pour le renseignement, 
pour I'existence paraiiele. C'est 
un personnage multiple et con- 
tradictoire. Faux ingenieur agro- 
nome, il lui est arrive d'etablir 
de remarquables projets d'agri- 
culture tropicale. Mythomane, 
il a pourfant ete parfois un in- 
formateur apprecie. Escroc de 
vocation, il a longtemps exerce 
la profession d'homme de con- 
fiance. 

II est entre dans la carriere de 
I'ombre, en 1946. comme 
deuxieme classe. P ewt ed ^ or 
Grece. en 1946. II est sous les 


Delouette y fait merveiile et se 
rend particulierement indispen- 
sable dans la commercialisa- 
tion des produits. II s'est main- 
tenant attribue le titre d'inge- 
nieur" agronome et part en Sier- 
ra Leone ou il apporte un plan 
audacieux de culture intensive 
du riz. En 1968, il vient frapper 
a la porte du colonel Barberot, 
son ancien chef, qui a pris la 
direction du Bureau pour le 
developpement de la produc- 
tion agricole, societe d'econo- 
mie m.ixte dont le moins qu'on 
puisse dire est qu'elle est a vo- 
cations multiples. C'est un or- 
ganisme para-officiel qui est 
en fait une officine de rensei- 
qnements. 

Le colonel Barberot ressemble 
a Clark Gable. Heros de la 
France libre, ecrivain, journa- 
liste, cofondateur du mouve- 
ment dit des gaullistes de gau- 
che, le colonel Barberot rayon- 
ne, par experts agricoles in- 
terposes, a travers les pays de 
la Cooperation, et meme a tra- 
vers le tiers monde. 

Au 202, rue de la Croix-Nivert, 
siege du B.d.p.a., un immeuble 
moderne aux larges baies vi- 
trees, on demande agronomes 
Dolyglottes sachant regarder. 
Delouette tombe bien. II parle 
anglais, portugais et n’a pas 
les yeux dans sa poche. Sa 


DELOUETTE 
EST LICENCIE POUR 
FAUTE GRAVE 


Le colonel Barberot I’envoie 
alors pour une mission de trois 
mois en Cote-d’lvoire. Mais, a 
son retour, Delouette disparaif 
sans remettre son rapport. Par 
une lettre recommandee datee 
du 12 mai 1970 (reference 302 
CP 2/1), le colonel Barberot le 
lice icie « pour faute grave, sans 
oreavis, ni indemnite ». Delouet- 
te pergoit tout de meme le sol- 
de de son compte, la somme ' 
de I 308,06 F qui est viree a son 
compte de la Banque Trans- 
atlantique, boulevard Hauss- 
mann. Pourquoi Delouette n’a- ' 
t-il jamais remis ce rapport 
qui ne lui aurait demande que 
huit jours de travail ? Peut-etre 
est-il deja au service de son 
noLvel employeur: le S.d.e.c.e 
Aux Etats-Unis, on aime les 
specialistes. Pour les 'poiiciers 
americains, Delouette n'est pas 
un escroc international. C’est 
un agronome qui a plusieurs 
realisations a son actif. Detail 
qui no gache rien, sa fille Caro- 
line travoille a « Voguq ». C'est 
un personnage important. On 
le choie. A Tissue de Taudien- 
ce du 14 novembre, Delouette 
est ramene a la prison de Som- 
morville, une batisse blanche, 
de quatre etages, en pleine 
campagne, dans le comte de 
Scmmerset, ou il est detenu 
depuis six mois. Avec beau- 
cojp d’egards comme un pri- 
sonnier de marque. Sommer- 
ville est une prison familiale. 


LE GARDiEN-CHEF 
EST FIER DE 

SON CUISINIER FRANQAIS 


mmi 


Son gardien-chef, Louis Bel- 
lent, considere ses detenus 
comme des pensionnaires, et 
meme des amis. Le sejour, a 
Sommerville, est agreable. II 
y a |a tele, la radio, un cinema, 

^8^/^/o9^A < ^t ) 8ti-di^f^ 1 (!) ( io^S786 l (5?- r ^ iers 
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portent. un yniforme seyant : Frangais ont peur des revela- daquant la porte et va porter 
jeans et chcmiseA|^<dv6^ljoitiSisiecfa5§>Sl0i0itADS/67c:h6tAhSEtP%l^)ij^|^j^@$QP(WPdiQi1b'^sa- 

a couvrir Fournier. Paris ccnsl- deur des Etats-Unis. 
oere que les Etats-Unis tien- 14 novembre. Reunion inter- 
nent a tout prix & etendie la ministerielle a I'hotel Matignon. 
loi americaine en France et £ || y a \h les directeurs de cabi- 
impliquer, par tous les moyens, 


Maitre de maison corpulent et 
jovial, Louis Belleot, un ancien 
de la guerre de Coreo, a pris 
en affection Delouette- II lui a 
confie les fonctions de chef 
cuisinier et dit souvent avec 
fierte : « Nous avons un chef 
frangais. » Lorsque Delouette 
est revenu de I’audience de Ne- 
wark, Louis Bellent lui a sim- 
Dlement demande, en lui tapant 
sur I’epaule : « Alors, gars, 
qu'est-ce que tu nous fais ce 
soir ? » Delouette repond sim- 
plement : « J'ai pense a quel- 
que chose de legcr : soupe au 
boeuf, cotelette de pore et com- 
pote de pommes. » 

Des le 6 avril, i’antenne de la 
police frangaise a New York 
constitute par le commissaire 
Hartwig et I’officier de police 
Chaminades, informe Paris de 
I'arrestation de Delouette et de 
ses accusations contre un haut 
fonctionnaire du S.d.e.c.e. Une 
longue et sournoisc bataille 
commence. Elle ne se degene- 
rera en polemique ouverte que 
le 14 novembre, date a laquelle 
un quotidien new-yorkais reve- 
lera au public qu'un officier 
superieur frangais est implique 
dans I’affaire Delouette. 


une haute personnalite fran- 
gaise dans une affaire de dro- 
gue. Le conflit entre dans sa 
phase aigue au mois d'aout : 
M. Cusack, chef du Bureau des 
narcotiques en Europe, fait 
alors de fracassantes declara- 
tions affirmant que de hautes 
protections couvraient en Fran- 
ce la transformation et le trafic' 
d’heroine. 


PHOTOGRAPHIE, 
FOURNIER FAIT SAISIR 
‘ LA PELLICULE 


Septembre 1971. Le procureur 
general Stern sort son arme 
secrete : le « polygraph ». C’est 
le detecteur de mensonge, un 
appareil qui ressemble a la fois 1 voit son visage depuis le de- 
t un magnetophone par son clenchement de I’affaire. Aussi- 


,net de Debre (Defense natio- 
nale), Marcellin (Interieur), Ple- 
ven (Justice) et un represen- 
tant du S.d.e.c.e. Le « Daily 
News » vient de reveler qu’un 
haut fonctionnaire frangais est 
implique dans I'achemlnement 
de la drogue aux Etats-Unis. 
Le Conseil interministeriel de- 
cide de prendre les devants, 
de publier un communique qui 
rappelle les differentes etapes 
de I'affaire, et surtout de lais- 
ser filtrer le nom de Fournier. 
17 novembre. Au Palais de 
justipe, dans le couloir des ju- 
ges d’instruction, un journa- 
liste et un photographe atten- 
ded. II est 13 heures. Un hom- 
me sort du cabinet du juge 
Roussel et s’esquive & pas 
presses : c’est Paul Fournier. 
C’est la premiere fois qu'on 


ON BUTE SUR 
L’ARTICLE 138 
DU CODE PENAL 


tot le photographe « shoote » 
presque sans le voir. II remar- 
que ses cheveux en brosse, 
son nez pointu, sa hauje tail- 
le... « un air de paysan ». 
Fournier, hors de lui, appelle 
un agent, « Je veux qu’on de- 
truise cet appareil. I| y a une 
photo de moi la-dedans. *»■ 

L agent suit a la lettre le re- 
glement : I’incident doit etre 
regie au commissariat dont de- 
pend le Palais de justice : 
celui des Halles. C'est la qu'uh 


format et ses cadrans a aiguille 
et a un instrument medical par 
son fonctionnement. On passe 
deux sangles aux poignets et 
aux bras du sujet. Le' principe 
est fonde sur le fait que la ten- 
sion nerveuse et arterielle du 
patient monte quand il ment. 

Le 13 septembre deux policiers 
frangais de haut rang se ren- 

dent aux Etats-Unis pour assis- 

A Paris Ip dossier est confie ® seminaire sur la dro- 
au juge' Roussel, specialise au g ue et rencontfent le procureur 
parquet de la Seine dans les Stern. Ce dernier s etonne de- 
affaires de drocju©, li lanco Cjue le colonel Four- pnotoQraphe de la police judi- 

une commission rogatoire le n ' er n a '* P as inculpe et ciaire confisquera le rouleau 
13 avril ot charge dos policiers ,eur annonce que Delouette a de pellicule du photographe. 
frangais d’aller entendre De- accepte de se soumettre au Le juge Roussel avait convo- 
louette aux Etats-Unis. Mais detecteur de mensonge. C’est c l lJ e le colonel Fournier a 8 
Delouette- est bien p rot ege. dors que I’un des cornmis'saires heures du matin. II etait temps 
Son avocat, Donald A. Robin- demande & essayer le « poly- de le faire sortir de I'ombre. 

graph » et parvient a mentir Sa fiche reste succincte ; Une 
sur son age sans faire osciller incertitude plane encore sur 
la moindre aiguille sur les ca- -.son norri : il s’appellerait Fer- 
drans. : rer... 

Le 6 novembre, le procureur On sait qu’il a 52 ans, qu'il a 
general Stern vient a Paris. II appartenu aux services de ren- 
se precipite chez le juge Rous-, seignements de la Resistance, 
sol, exige I’inculpation de Four- qu'il a la croix de guerre puis 
nier et reclame de nouveau ; qu’il est reste dans les ser- 
I immunite pour Delouette. Le vices speciaux, qu’il en a fait, 
iuqs Roussel invoque t nou- S j |’ on p 6 ut dire, son metier. 


son, declare que son client ne 
repondra devant la commission 
roqatoire que si |a justice fran- 
gaise lui accorde I’immunite, 
Le procureur general Stern ap- 
Duie cette reclamation. Le juge 
Roussel repond que I’immunite, 
dans la loi frangaise, ne peut 
etre accordea que dans un cas 
tres precis : lo crime de fausse 


monnaie (article 138 du code 
penal). C est alors que les yeau les dispositions de la loi 0 n sait encore qu’il s’est long- 
" autorites frangaise et em particular I'ar- t e m ps occupe, au S.d.e.c.e 


relations entre les 

americaines et la justice fran- tide 138 du code penal, ^.e 
gaise se tendent. SWU/P^/ju 


. . ... . , -.. ., , „ , - ^..lent, quirna jamais ete en 

cams ont I impression que les limites de I insolence, part en poste aux Etats-Unis. qu’il est 
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tier (siege du S.d.e.c.e) attache 
au service central en qualite 
de chef d’etudes et qu’il est 
assimile au grade de colonel. 


LES QUATRE 
HYPOTHESES QUE L’ON 
PEUT ENVISAGER 


On sait surtout qu’il est consi- 
dere, de I'avis genera-l, comme 
au-dessus de tout soup?on, 
experiments et serieux. 

AlorS qui est coupable ? Sur 
cette trame serree d'hommes 
et de faits, plusieurs dessins, 
ambigus, incertains, se dega- 
gent. 

Premiere hypothese : Delouet- 
te est un simple trafiquant qui 
utilise sa couverture S.d.e.c.e 
pour renvoyer sur Fournier 
I'essentiel de sa culpabilite. 

C’est la version officielle fran- 
Saise qui s’exprime partout, et 
jusque.dans les services de 
police ordinairement sans ten- 
dresse pour leurs collegues du 
S.d.e.c.e. Elle se heurte a la 
conviction du procureur Stern ; 
elle neglige les vertus recon- 
nues aux U.s.a au detecteur 
de mensonge. 

Douxieme hypothese : Fournier 
est de longue date connu et 
surveille comme le sont tous 
les responsables du contre- 
espionnage de son rang. Son 
dossier est solide. 

Troisienre' hypothese : Les ser- 
vices americains manipulent 
Delouette pour compromettre 
Fournier, victime d'un regle- 
ment de comptes entre ser- 
vices secrets. C’est la solution 
la plus romanesque et la moins 
vraisemblable. 

Quatrieme hypothese : De- 
louette ne ment pas. II a ete 
dupe et manipule non par Four- 
nier comme il le croit, mais par 
un intermediaire qui connait 
« la piscine » et qui a usurpe 
la qualite et I'identite de Four- 
nier. C’est I’hypothese qui se- 
duit le plus |es specialistes de 
I’espionnage tant americains 
que franpais. Et dans ce cas 
seul ce mysteriaux personnage 
connait la verite : ce n’est ni le 
procureur Stern, ni Delouette, 
ni Fournier. Nous nous garde- 

rons de choisir. Approved For Release 2001/08/07 : CIA-RDP80-01 601 R001 000070001 -6 
FRANQOIS CAVIGLIOLI. 



1/ 


Xffl X.QBX .-Ui'BS 


Approved For Release 20£lj0$/g^ : gl^-RDP80-01601R001 

“Maybe 1 ' we should think about app. 

;■■ ■ 'some of the rules of football to our Presi-; 
i dential election campaigns” . ' 
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* • - By C; L.. SULZBERGER 

■ . PARIS— The world has been having 
.. a field day with the real-life thriller ’ 
story of plots, counterplots, drugs, 
contraband and other James -Bond 
divertissements apparently unfolding 
as a consequence of the arrest in New 
sJcrsey of a minor French espionage 
official charged with dope smuggling. 

The verbal fallout from this event 
has become absorbing reading matter 
although much is without foundation. 
Thus it is not apparently in any sense 

J true that there is a clash between 
the American C.I.A, and its French, 
'counterpart, S.D.E.C.E., nor that ' 
S.D.E.C.E. is being riven by internal 
purges. 

j Dope and espionage were certainly 
involved in the arrest last April of a 
former S.D.E.C.E. agent named Roger 
-Delouette. Delouette - was calling for 
an imported car loaded with 9G pounds 
! of* heroin. He claimed to be acting 
under instructions from -an S.D.E.C.E. 
official. 

* The case ballooned in importance. 
Drugs, of course, are a major pre- 
occupation in the United States, and 
.chauvinistic ’ steam was worked up 
about the French -poisoning American 
youngsters. 

For their part, the French have al- 
ready been regaled with tales of how 
S.D.E.C.E. agents were involved in the ’ 
murder of a Moroccan left-wing -politi- 
cian named Ben Barka, and of the so- 
called “Topaz” case:* “Topaz,” an 
American novel, was based on charges 
cl? an S.D.E.C.E. agent in Washington 
that high French Government officials 
\vere leaking information to Russia, 
i. S.D.E.C.E. is a postwar organization 
of mixed antecedents. These included. 

. Ide .Gaulle’s 6migr6 intelligence organi- 
zation in wartime London, a similar 
structure in North Africa, parts of the 
old PSfcainist Second Bureau and Re- 
sistance groups inside occupied France... 

From its start, shortly after the war, 
S.D.E.C.E. has been preoccupied with 
crises. First came Indochina, then the 
cold war. Then there was the Algerian 
■ partisan conflict. and finally the ■strug- 
gle with the O.A.S. (secret Army or- 
ganization) conspiracy. 

The Algerian guerrillas depended on- 
foreign arms supplies, so S.D.E.C.E.' 
got into the brutal business of fight- 

ApbcW 1 ^ 

"lions su cli as the rufmess Tea Hana. 
Murder and kidnapping became one ' 
aspcH: of its operation. S.D.E.C.E. took 
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and also another bunch of hard nuts 
who had served as Gaullist bully hoys ; 
during the general's early years o i 
exile and who were called S.A.C. 
(Service of Civic Action). 

As Francophone Africa, became in- 
dependent, de Gaulle’s Fifth Republic, 
organized a special intelligence branch 
under Jacques Foccart to keep the 
new states on the road to survival 
and also close to France. S.A.C. sur- ' 
vivors* joined that special secretariat. 

When the Ben Barka case blew, in 
1966 both Foccart’s and S.D.E.C.R/s 
name became tarnished by scandal. 
De Gaulle deckled to rein in S.D.liC.Ej" 
and put it under the Defense Ministry, 
replacing its boss with Gen. Eugene 
Guibaud, a regular officer. 

Guibaud put S.D.E.C.E. into its proper 
place in a civilian regime that had 
terminated the threat of civil war. 
He discharged unsavory thug elements. 
He was asked to ' stay on an extra; 
year and finally was replaced in 3 970 
by Count Alexandre de Marenches.** 

In French eyes, Marenchcs, a huge 
man, is the typical pro-“Anglo-Saxon . 
His wife is British, his mother was 
American, his- 'father served as liaison 
officer on General Pershing’s staff. He 
speaks perfect English. Nevertheless, 
there is every evidence that he is a. 
loyal French patriot of the same type' 
as his predecessor, and there is no\ 
question of pro- or anti- Americanism 
involved. ■ • ' $ ; . ; * 

Thus there is little truth in tales now, 
circulating here about “settling old 
scores” between pro-Soviet and pro- 
American cliques or doing away with 
nefarious double agents. Such tumors' 
have been spread by persons at one or 
another time associated with S.D.E.C.E, 
who have got into a publicity contest, 
and the French’ opposition is trying to 
embarrass the regime. 

Nevertheless, since the student up- 
risings of 19GS, after which /relations 
with America perceptibly improved,. 
Paris and Washington liave had ex- : 
c.ellent working , relations even on theV 
secret service level. Furthermore; the 
French are just, as concerned with the 
drug problem as Americans are. * 
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opium pot.' cmce'justrcc' Has' taxon us 
course, it will blow over. No deeper 
political implications are involved de- 
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H'rench Secret Service Scandal 


Spreads in Wake of Drug Cas& 



By JOHN L. HESS 

Special to The New York Tlnv.a 

PARIS, Nov. 20— A narcotics 
case in New Jersey was lead- 
ing today to a spreading scan- 
dal in the French secret serv- 
ice. 

Col. Roger Barberot, direc- 
tor of a Government foreign 
aid agency, declared in radio 
and newspaper interviews that 
a former operating chief of the 
Service de Documentation Hx- 
tSrieure et de Contrc-Espion- 
nage had been dismissed last 
year on suspicion of high trea- 
son. 

The accused official was Col; 
Ren6 Bertrand, whose cover 
name is Col. Jean Beaumont. 

. Thus evening, he announced 

* ! that lie had engaged the coun- 
try’s most prominent trial law- 
yer, Jean-Louis Tixier-Vignan- 

* court, to sue Colonel, Barberot 
for libel. He said he would 
ask one million francs ($180,- 
000) in damages. 

Colonel Barberot was closet- 
ed for an hour and a half to- 
day with Gabriel Roussel, the 
examining magistrate, who is 
investigating the charges made 
by Roger* Delouette, a former 
agent indicted in Newark on 
a charge of -conspiracy to 
smuggle 96 pounds of heroin 
into the United States. 

On emerging, Colonial Bar- 
berat said he had shed no new 
light on smuggling but called 
for a thorough investigation 
and housecleaning of the 
agency / In . radio and news- 
paper interviews, he had ex- 
pressed the belief that some 
agents were involved in the 
drug traffic, and that the ar- 
rest of Delouette might have 
been arranged as revenge by 
[other agents. 

I There was no immediate 
comment by Col. Paul Fournier, 


accused by Delouette as having 
organized the heroin shipment 
interception at New York -and 
indentified by Colonel Barberot 
as Paul Ferrer. It was reported 
without confirmation today that 
Colonel Fournier is the director 
of research, or operating chief 
-—of all agencies— having suc- 
ceeded Colonel Bertrand in 
that post. 

At Strasbourg, where the 
ruling Gaullist party is holdng 
its congress, Defense Minister 
Mchel DebrS declared today 
that the Government had full 
confidence in the intelligence 
agency and that its high quality 
made it inevitable that it. be 
subjected to hostile campaigns. 

“A former occasional em- 
ploye of the service seems to 
me to have fallen into de- 
plorable operations in recent 
months,” Mr. Debr<§ said. "To 
lighten the sentence that awaits 
him, the accused has hurled 
grave charges. That's in the 
nature of things, just as it’s 
in the nature of things that 
imaginations quickly buld up 
fictional serials.” 

However, the sparks thrown 
by Delouette’s testimony, con- 
tinued to set off explosions. 

It Is generally believed that 
the discord within -the agency 
is at least partly a reflection 
of the shifts in French foreign 
policy since the war. Agents 
who were in the Free French 
forces, then active in the cold 
war, in Indochina and in the 
Algerian repression, were sud- 
denly ordered to reverse them- 
selves and engage in intelli- 
gence activity sometimes di- 
rected against former allies. 

'Old Comrades’ Complain 

Successive scandals, quickly 
quenched, . and successive 
purges left bitterness among 
present and former agents of 


The Swimming Pool, as the 
agency’s bleak headquarters in 
eastern Paris is called. Colonel 
Barberot, who indicated that 
he was not himself an agent, 
said a number of . his ‘'old 
comrades” had come' to him 
with complaints about the 
agency and he .had been icon- 
ducting "a little personal inves- 
tigation for three days.” 

Colonel Barberot,. 56 years, 
old, was a naval ensign when 
he deserted the Vichy regime' 
in June, 19*10, joined the Brit- 
ish Eighth Arify in North Af- 
rica, then fought in a Marine 
command under General de 
Gaulle, ending the war as a 
decorated captain. He returned 
to sendee with a colonel’s rank 
in Algeria in 1956,.but resigned 
two years later to denounce 
Army abuses, including torture. 

After serving as Ambassador 
to the Central African Republic 
and to Uruguay, the colonel 
became director of the bureau 
for Development of Agricultural 
Production, a foreign aid' 
agency. 

He said he hired Delouette, 
an experienced farm manager, 
in 1968 and sent him on a long 
mission to Cuba, which he 
handled satisfactorily. 

Delouette’s next mission was. 
to Sierra Leone, unaccountably, 
Colonel Barberot said, he dis- 
appeared and was finally dis- 
missed. The colonel indicated 
that it was at "about that time 
that Delouette was recruited by 
the intelligence agency. : * 

It was widely noted here that 
Colonel Barberot. is a leading 
figure in that faction of left- 
wing Gaullists that continues to 
suport the Pompidou Govern- 
ment. Coincidentally, the law- 
yer who will handle the libel 
suit against 'him in behalf of 
Colonel Beaumont, Mr. Tixier- 
Vignamcourt, is the leader.. of 


the far right that also supports 
the Government. 

As for Colonel Fournier, or 
Ferrer, newspapers here des- 
cribed him as. a man of 52 who 
had joined General de Gaulle’s 
secret service in 1940. 

• Cplonel . Fournier was credited 
with having bugged ‘Arab em- 
bassies in Berne during the 
Algerian war, and, according 
to the right-wing newspaper 
L Aurore, with thwarting 
American efforts to spy ‘on The 
Concorde supersonic airliner. 

According to L'Aurore, the 
colonel "did not hesitate to use 
information amiably communi- 
cated to him by' certain services 
of eastern countries,”' and, 
"talked of drug routes, of the 
collusion of C.l.A. members... in. 
these rackets, ’etc.” ' : ‘ J - ; 

Newspaper .accounts, herd 
said that at least three men 
arrested on drug charges in re- 
cent years had worked for .the 
intelligence agency. . 

Colonel Barberot said he.'v/as. 
convinced that the ' Ddouei.te 
affair had been "mounted ' jn 
Paris,” that the heroin smug-; 
gling was an. amateur job and. 
that the tipoff came from other’ 
intelligence agents, .possibly 

American..,/. .* ' V". "'* ■ 
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By Andrew Tully 

The McNaufiM Syndicate, Inc. 


Y/ASHINGTON - At first 
glance there was something 
financially self-defeating in the 
maiden United Nations speech 
of Red China’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Chiao Kuan-hua, in 
: which he demanded that the 
United States immediately with- 
draw all its troops from Viet- 
nam, Laos and Cambodia. 

/ Such a withdrawal would be 
a severe blow to Peking’s econ- 
omy, which is supported in part 
by massive shipments of opium 
' and heroin to Indochina, and 
which is largely responsible for 
: making drug addicts of thou- 
: sands of American GI’s in that 
area, particularly in Vietnam. 

A Central Intelligence Agency 
source has estimated that tojs 
traffic in junk has enriched the 
Mao regime by “at least” $1- 
billion in the past five years. 

' |{ \Ve threw out another $500- 

million in profits as only about 
50 * per cent verifiable,” said 
the CIA man. 

In • “Puritan” Communist 
China, dope is a state monop- 
oly _ for export only. Peking’s 
, Special Trade Bureau of the 
: j Ministry . of .Finance operates. 

; - several opium and heroin proc- 
essing plants, doing business 
under such labels as “Red 
Lion” and “Crown.” The an- 
nual production of opium, from 
'which heroin is produced, has 
been estimated by international 
experts as well over 3,000 tons, 
compared with production by 
the rest of the world — for me- 
dicinal purposes — of between 
5,000 and 6,000 tons a year. 

At least 90 per cent of Pe- 
' king’s production is exported. 
Most* of it is shipped through 
Burma and Thailand, and then 
; smuggled into South Vietnam 
and Hong Kong. In South Viet- 
nam the junk is sold to Ameri- 
} can soldiers. From Hong Kong, 
j the stuff is smuggled into the 
‘ United’ States, where it is dis- 
posed of at the retail level for • 
more than S100-million a year. 

As a Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister, Chiao Kuan-hua can* be 
described as a kind of vice 
president for dope sales. For 
the exportation of opium and ; 
heroin is an instrument of of- 
ficial Peking foreign policy. 
The Finance Ministry’s Special 
Trade Bureau is merely the 
outlet, taking orders from the 
foreign Ministiy. Approved 


Now it would seem that Red " 
i. China, by demanding ' with- 
drawal of U. S troops from 
Indochina, is willing to deprive 
itself of the * rich Southeast 
Asian market. But there re- 
mains the potentially much . 
richer market on the American 
mainland, and cynics of my ilk 
are inclined to suspect that now 
the U. S. has admitted a Peking 
‘ delegation to New York there 
will be a nice -little boom in. 
American sales. - 

For one thing, U. S. narcotics . 
officials point out' that Red Chi- 
nese heroin has always been 
famous for its purity. Most of 
the Chinese stuff seized along t 
the Pacific Coast runs about 70 
per cent pure, while that seized 
on the East Coast— from the 
Middle East via France and 
Italy— averages only 40 per cent 
pure. 

Logically, American dope ty- 
coons seek out the purest heroin 
they can buy, because the purer 
the heroin* the more it can be 
j cut for street sales. Moreover, 
the Peking monopoly has held 
fast to the policy of- offering 
its higher quality junk at prices 
no higher than that paid for the 
inferior Middle Eastern stuff/- 
It makes. gleeful financial sense 
for our illicit drug industry to 
do business with Chinese sales- 
men. • . '■ ' 

*In any event, it seems more 
than coincidental that the num- 
ber of aliens from Communist 
China sneaking into the United 
States has been on the increase 
for the past few years. Indeed, 
an Associated Press dispatch 
on the day Chiao spoke at the 
UN quoted Justice Department * 
intelligence reports which. said 
as many as 3,200 Red Chinese 
aliens are smuggled into the 
U. S. every year. 

The AP story said Justice re- 
ported the aliens are shipped 
to the U. S. to engage in both 
espionage and narcotics- traf- 
fic. This figures, since Peking’s 
dope business is' part and par- 
cel of its official international 


posture, and one of the espi- 
onage racket’s ancient functions 
‘is to undermine the basic social 
structure — or the morals — 
of the target country. 

Perhaps Barry Goldwater has 
something in suggesting that 
the UN be transported cn masse 
to* Geneva. Such* a move just 
might be the only way we can 
escape becoming a nation of 


t>ip© iij) migiuniess. 
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The. perfect opportunity 
; came, Fournier claimed, 

■ when de Louette fell into 
ythe hands of U. S. authori- 
ties on the heroin smuggl- 
: ing charge. 

| " Fornier said he thought 
de Louette was approached 
by CIA men and told that 
it. would' do him a lot .of 
good if he were to incriml- 
.nate Fournier in the drug 
scandal, 



/£§& r\ .(? , ' ,f i "Truth Drugs / . ‘ t 

Kril fpkk '■ ifCMf* - -r' At his own request, he 

• said, he was given truth 
/ drugs, and' the U.S. detec- 

{•'© tives wcre imable to.porrobo-. | 

i rate their version of his role 

- v , • M - - -S. /‘.\in the smuggling conspiracy. 

* By JOHN ELLISON ’ V: Fournier has now . told 

, - • * French secret service in 
T ■ PARIS— The high-ranking p al .j s that he is ready to 
: French intelligence officer testify again to Frcnvh 
’• indicted on federal drug tuthorities under the Infill- 
; smuggling charges in New- ence of the truth drugs.'- 
ir^ark has blamed the indict-. *phe heroin shipment in-, 
f. Tricnt oh a long-running bat- V Qj ve d in the indictment was 
■ tie between tlie CIA and the discovered hidden under 1 the 
; French intelligence network. floor 0 f a Volkswagon bus 
i The officer, Col. Paul Four-. on a p rC nch freighter at 
; nicr, charged that the CIA Port Elizabeth, N. X, in 

- was trying to settle an old April. 

score with him. . -.,'r Le Louette 'Was seized, 

Fournier and a former when he arrived to claim the.; 
French agent, Roger Xavier bus and has been jailed in \ 
" Leon de Louette, were in-; $500,000 bail since. His dt- 
} dieted by a federal grand, jury torney said he had been co- 
, in Newark yesterday for al-' operating "completely' 1 with 
; legedly conspiring to smuggle authoritie^^^^-. 

$12 million worth of heroin _ - 

-into the U. S. this spring. 

Fournier was accused of be- ‘ 


■ ing the mastermind in the 
. alleged plot. ~ - , , I 

' Do Louette, who has been 
-In custody in Newark since, 
April, was due to be arraign* ‘ 
ed. today. Fournier remains in ' 
France, and is still uncertain ’ 
how fully French officials ; 
* will cooperate with the U. S. j 
. investigation. ../i 


A Top. Agent • - , 

According to the- story* 
Fournier told his superiors,' 
; he had been operating as a 
ijtop agent in the U. S. The 
CIA learned of his activities, 
he said, and was eager to ex- 
5 pell him. . 
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London Express Service ' 

PARIS — . A high- 
ranking French spy 
who was indicted 
with another French 
official i n Newark, 

N.J., for dope smug- 
gling, today revealed 
a power struggle be- 
tween the CIA and its 
French counterpart, 

SDECE. 

A federal grand gp;§| ; 'f ’ ' : 

jury yesterday ac- 

cused Col. Paul Four- ^ 

nler with master- 

minding the $12-mil- . p D r 0ue[t8 ' ’ 

lion dope-smuggling ■ . De - ou l . ■ 
plot. . 

; I 'Also charged was Roger Delcuette, Co). 
.Fournier's subordinate, who has been under 
arrest since April 5 when he tried to take 
delivery of an imported car with 96- pounds of 
heroin secreted under the floorboards in Port 
Elizabeth, N.J. 

Last night, the French government Issued f. 
: statement in New York indicating it might not 
deliver Col, Fournier for a U.S. trial because 
-he was* being accused by a man trying. to get 
his own penalty reduced. 

It's believed that Col. Fournier is imder po- 
lice surveillance but French authorities say 
only that he is "somewhere. in France.” , t 
'■Only a few ‘weeks r~o "TC ^ 
tached in a low capacity on the periphery ; 
SDECE’s top agents operating in the U.S. at- 
of.the French Embassy in ‘Washington. 

I Re told his chiefs In'dDFCJ*. thwt .. crican 
CIA agents had tumbled onto his activities and 
-were eager to settle an old score with him and 
have him expelled from the U.S. 

' The perfect' opportunity came when Mr. De- 
riouette felt into the hands of American authori- 
ties by bungling the heroin smuggling. 

■ ' Col. Fournier believes . that Mr. Delouette 
was approached by CIA men and told that it 
-would do him a ‘lot of good if he were to 
incriminate Col. Fournier in the drug scandal. 
Since then," Col. Fournier said, he has teen 


questioned about the affair by American detec- 
tives investigating the case. 

He said that at his own request he was given 
truth drugs, but thjvt the Americans were even 
then unable to corroborate their version of his 
role. . 

But now he has told his bosses he is ready to 
testify again to the French authorities under 
the influence of truth drugs. 

■ The indictment charged Mr. Delouette was 
promised $1,200 for every kilogram (about 2.2 
pounds) of heroin he smuggled into America 
and y/as given $5,500 to buy the car. 

U.S. Atty. Herbert Stern, who made the in- 
ydlctment announcement, said it is now up to 
..'the French authorities to either hand over Col, 
Fournier or prosecute him in France. 

- Mr. Stern, , who said another indictmenMs 
pending, stressed that his office is cooperating 
with French officials and allowed a French 
investigator to interview Mr, 'Delouette shortly 

incomplete as received 
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South. East Asia and the Vietnam 
War for more than a decade. Hi's'* 
reporting n as v/on such varieo. acco- { 
lades asTfhe Pulitzer (1966) and! 
Sigma Delta Chi (1963). prizes, . ex- j 
pulsion from Indonesia (1962), and; 
the government closing of his v/cek- j 
ly paper based in Vientiane, Laos ; 
(1960). j 

..An Associated Press reporter; 
since I960, Arnett recently wrote a' 
series of articles with Bernard 
Gavzer* about the heroin traffic in j 
South. East Asia and the ways that! 
heroin gets to US troops in Viet-! 
nam. UR interviewed him -shortly j 
after his’ return to New York, and! 
asked him about the nature of the 
drug traffic there. I 
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^w. n . as lae ocen part o| the c - ru o A'hcy farm crops, including opium, and 
trafnc in Soutn hast Asia? they have a fairly well-developed cu!- 


A 


i he CIA has indeed 


Very one is against the use of heroin 
or at least they say they are. But beyond 
the basic idea that people take heroin 
because their life is a bummer, there are 


y.olvcd, as has the US Government, for .homc-ma 


tiirc based on 'silver ornaments and 


de weapons. The CIA and th 


years iii tne crug business, but . it’s es- Americas Government considered-* 
scntially for political reasons — asm ' t hem’'imporiant because they were the; 
political necessity. buffer between China and the rest of 


n: 


NOV 


vny is it a political necessity? South East Asia. So it was in the inter- 


■only a lot of charges and counter- At^the oeginmng of^tnc- 60 s. South cst of the American Government t.o win 


cnarges about who is letting/help- 
ing/pushing/or profiting from, the 


East Asia was seen as greatly threat- their allegiance. Thev were just another 

f t S~' * L • ° ' . ° 


heroin trade. 


enea by Communist China. 1 here was arm of the American war effort. 


V/c think that the heroin trade is a 
typical issue of our time. For example, 
how is it that heroin can be transported 
thousands of miles over all sorts of ob- 
stacles to poison millions, while v/c 
cannot possioly ngure out how to get 
food to starving people? 

Vv r e hope to go a series of articles and 
or interviews, about herein presenting a 
variety of views and evidence. Wc have 
started with South East Asia because it 
is the largest source of opium in the 
world, and also' because the heroin 
usage by American soldiers in Vietnam 
has led to increased information on this ness. Here's 
issue becoming available, such as the worked. 


great fear that revolutionary war by 
people's armies would sweep across 
South East Asia, to Vietnam, Thailand, 
Formosa arid all the rest. So the Ameri- 
can officials out there — the CIA, the 


However, in the early 60's the Com- 
munists started pressing into Laos. Up 
to that time these people had been 
growing opium and other little crops, 
but opium was their only cash crop,. 


American Milnary, and the Embassy The average family- could make 540 or 
people fig u re o that any approach $50 a year, from it, and that would be 

enough to buy some silver ornaments 


would be acceptable if it was in order to 
resist that great a threat. Eventually, of 
course, it led to a commitment of half a 
million American troops in Vietnam, 
But even before Vietnam, any act to 
prevent the Communists from -taking 
over the area was considered accept- 
able, and this included the drug busi- 
an example of how it 


and to pay for the pigs for the harvest 
celebrations. T 

As the Communists started corning 
through they’ started to cut the old trails 
that these people had been using to un- 
load their opium. The Meo were > 
stranded in the mountains and the CiA J 
figured that the least they could do was 
to help them in harvesting and dist rib- 


In Laos you. have this tribe, the Meo. uting their crop. So, on the numerous 


confidential government documents 

that wc partially reprint here. They came down from central China American airfields you had a liason 

V , do no l^iipi^ t vblj 1 t Rcrr < R^I^6 2d0P1 i /O I 8/0?i KrplAdRBf»8®401 6f&tR0O1 000070001-6 

this by ouiscive^ana vve nope that any- nomadic and they .are souatters. They * . 


one v/no has information, documents, novo in family groups and live above 
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Gen c Dm and Heroin *« 

In testimony before the House Foreign Af- 
fairs 'Subcommittee on July 7, 1971, I stated 
that U.S. officials in Saigon were in, posses- 
sion of hard intelligence naming South Viet- 
namese General Ngo D/u, the commander, 
of 1.1 Corps, as a heroin trafficker. ; 

On July C, Mr. John Vann, .senior Am eri- / 

can adviser to General D/u, stated that 
there was no information available to him 
“that in any shape, manner or fashion” 
would support my testimony. In a letter to 
The Washington Post on Oct. 9, Mr. Vann 
expressed the view that my testimony was 
based on “unsubstantiated rumors and alle- 
gations which are available at .a dime a 
dozen, against any major personality in Viet- 
nam at any Urn e.” ‘ v 

In view of Mr. Vann’s statements, I wish 
to state for the record that my testimony 
was based on information contained in a se- 
ries of classified intelligence reports pre- 
pared by the Criminal Investigation Division 
of the U.S. Army 'and the Public Safety Divi- 
sion of USAID. These reports, the first of 
which was dated Jan. G, 1971, contained in- 
formation collected from agent sources who, 
‘.according to the source descriptions in the 
reports, had provided reliable information 
in the past. ■ 

The intelligence reports wore brought to 
my attention by highly qualified U.S. offi- 
cials in Saigon and Washington who ex- 
pressed deep concern that the reports were 
not being acted on because of General 
■Dzu’s rank and position. These officials are 
unanimous in describing the. reports as hard 
intelligence because of the nature of the 
sources 'and the manner in which the infor- 
mation was collccteed, 

1 can only assume that' Mr. Vann is not 
aware of these reports, since lie is surely 
aware that U.S. intelligence agencies take 
great care in describing their source's and do 
nohmake a practice of publishing unsubstan- 
tiated rumors and allegations without 
clearly qualifying them as such. 

To clarify the situation, 1 have formally 
requested the Department of Defense and 
the Department of State to provide me with 
copies of all documents in -their possession 
pertaining, to drug trafficking by General 
Dzu, together Wi th a full report on what ac- 
tion has been taken to utilize the informa- 
tion contained in each document. < 

ROBERT II. STEELE, 

Member of Congress. 

Washington. . 
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By DeWITT S. COPP 


A shocking British government docu- 
ment has come into this reporter’s hands; 
it is Great Britain’s 1969 estimates of the 
contribution Communist * China makes 
to the world’s illicit production of opium. 
According to the British, as of two years 
ago the total, illegal world production 
of the drug from which heroin is derived 
was “5,000 tons, 1,000 tons coming from 
the Middle East and minor producers,” 


When this reporter approached the 
U.N. Narcotics Commission recently 
to discuss a detailed article on Red 
China’s dope trade published in the 
March 1971 edition of the Taiwan pub- 
lications Jssues <5 Studies , the response 
• could only be described as scoffing. The 
article had never .been heard of and there 
was simply no evidence whatever that 


From the account given of raw opium- 
seizures in Burma, it is quite evident 
that very large quantities of raw opium 
are smuggled into that country from 
China.” . 

‘ Earlier Great Britain had informed 
'the commission that Peking representa- 
tives had offered to sell 500 tons of opium 
to a British firm in Hong Kong. When 


the remaining “4,000 tons” emanating 


from “Southeast Asia (including Burma, 
Thailand and Laos)” and the “Chinese 
Peoples Republic.” Of this amount, 
the official British estimates is “3,500 
tons" coming from Red China! 


the Chinese Communists were any longer this offer -had been declined an attempt 
the production and sale of was made to sell 300 tons of opium to the 


engaged in 


The confidential document goes on to 
point out that all opium grown in Red 
China is illicit, that the average yield of 
opium per. hectare of poppy field is seven 
kilos and that the total area under culti- 
vation is estimated at a half-million hec- 
tares or 200,000 acres. The poppy-grow- 
ing provinces are listed as Yunnan — 
where production is figured at 1 ,000 tons, 
Szechwan, Kwangsi, Kwangtung, Hopei 
and Honan. The annual revenue to Pe- 
king is placed at a half-billion U.S. 
dollars. 


. In view' of the Nixon Administra- 
tion’s large-scale efforts to curtail 
illegal drug traffic at the source 
ami the attitude of its experts with 
regard to Red China’s nart in this 
, trade, the British figures are 
astounding and require immediate 
answers in Washington and London. 

Congressional inquiry as well as press 
.efforts to gain information on Peking’s 
role in the most vicious of all trades, 
have been met at the U.S. Bureau of 
Narcotics by inconclusive and evasive 
replies. “No intelligence on the matter, 
no evidence. People on the spot cannot- 
verify, can only give an opinion.” 


Mr: Copp, a Was h ing ton- bos cd free-lance writer 
and businessman, is an expert in national affairs 
and has a particular expertise on the subject of 
China . A bomber pilot bi p CPg 
authored with Marshall FcYie Inc uMc Day. a 
book dealing with Nationalist Chinese affairs. His 
cover story for Human Events on March 21, 1971 
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narcotics. 

At an international drug conference 
heldfin Ottawa last month the delegate 
from the Republic of China presented a 
statement of his government’s investi- 
gation into Communist. China’s drug 
activities. So far as is known, the state- 
ment was ignored. 

The official attitude was best summed 
up by a noted British drug authority 
when he said: “We. do not have any in- 
formation that the Peoples’ Republic 
of China is involved in illegitimate nar- 
cotics traffic, but we are not doing any 
work in Red China. We are, of course,, 
always interested in information about 
any country.” 

Because the subject' is so important, 
the contradiction so broad, and the need 
for clarity so great, the following chro- 
nological account of Red China’s known 
involvment in illicit narcotic -smuggling 
is offered. "From it, we believe, a con- 
clusion can be reached’. 

- At the time that the Chinese Commu- 
nists conquered Mainland China in 1949 
the production of opium had been out- 
lawed by the Nationalist Government of 
Chiang Kai-shek since 1934. . 

In 1950 the United States added an 
annex to the U.N.’s Narcotics Com- 
mission report giving an anajysis by the 
U.S. of the illicit drug traffic through- 
out the world during 1949 and the first 
nine months of 1950. The analysis said 
in part: 

“it is reported that Chinese authori- 
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attempting to remain out of the picture. 


U.S. in exchange for cotton. 

During the Korean War much evi- 
dence was amassed, to show' that Peking 
was intent upon injecting the drug habit 
upon our GIs. Two examples will suffice. 
In October 1950 U.N. forces in North 
Korea discovered 300 boxes of opium 
which had originated in Red China 
containing several tons of the drug. In 
1952 another seizure was made amount- 
ing to 6,000 .pounds. 

Dr. Harry Anslinger, director of the 
U.S. Narcotics Bureau for many years 
and a member of the U.N. Commission, 
stated in 1954 that Red China was 
spreading narcotics addiction to obtain 
funds for political purposes. He told the 


commission that this was the practice of 
the “entire regime”' and that the United 
States 'was' a key target of illicit traf- 
fic from China. The Soviet representa- 
tive, Mrs; V.V. Vasilyeva, objected and 
said the accusation was a “slander” cal- 
culated to ruin Peking’s reputation. 

Dr. Anslinger later declared: “As 
pointed out in my reports to the 
United Nations over the past several 
years, trafficking in narcotics for 
monetary gain and to undermine and 
demoralize free peoples has been 
a policy of the Communists in China 
from the beginning,” 

Nearly a decade later, in 1963, U.S. 
Narcotics Commissioner Henry Gior- 
dano charged that the Red Chinese were 
extensively engaged in drug traffic and he 
saw no reason to believe that this traf- 
fic was declining. 


continued 







' :• r ’ ’ .By IIAI, PRATT- 

“The CIA is the largest dope 
dealer and narcotics officers are 
the biggest traffickers,” Steven 
“Cayotc” Fawley, Gemini House' 
staff head, said to about 30 persons 
Thursday . at a McKinley Fouik 
da (ion luncheon. 

The new head of Gemini House , 
pointed to the correlation between 
the increase of heroin use by 
Americans and the increase of U.S. 
involvement in Southeast Asia. 
“Contrary * to what government 
• officials would like us to believe, BO 


After saying drug use is 
inevitable among youths, Fawley 
added, “I would like to see good 
dope run bad dope off the. streets, 
then \vc could deal with the drug 
problem instead of a medical one.” 
He said he was especially,., 
distressed over the “increase of 
heroin anti barbiluate use” in 
Champaign-Urbana, .which he 


plans to’ combat “without notifying 
the police.” 

Sincc'the Gemini House staff has 
contact with most of the drug 
dealers in town, they could easily 
confiscate the heroin from them, 
without help* from police, and 
thereby solve the problem without 
causing any ■ harm to' .anyone,' 
Fawley said, • * .. 


per cent of the opium that comes to 
the U.S. is grown in Southeast Asia, 
not Turkey,” Fawley said. 

CIA purchases 

Fawley said ho believes the CIA 
is purchasing opium, a staple crop 
in Southeast Asia, from govern- 
ments there to better U.S. 
diplomatic relations with them. 
The opium is then channelled into 
the U.S. under the CIA’s auspices, 
he added. 

“They want dope to run wild; the 
vested interests of this country arc 
contrary to stopping drug use 
because the users pose a threat to 
the U.S. power structure,” Fawley 
said, referring to youths and 
blacks as the users* 
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request for Ricord’s extradition, where he would 
face charges of being ‘one of the top drug smug- 
glers into the usa in the past 25 years’. He is also 
wanted by the French police. 

Strocssncr — for reasons best known to himself 
— vetoed the extradition request, and the opposi- 
tion believe that Ricord will die in prison as he 
knows far too much about the official protectors 



Paraguay: turn ing on 
with Genera! Stroessner 


Normally cordial relations between the 
United States and Paraguay have been 


soured by President Stroessner’s failure to of the drug smuggling. The Liberal-Radical weekly 
crack down on drug smugglers, who have El Radical was closed for a number of weeks after 


it tried to publish a list of the generals and politi- 
cians who were implicated in the drug smuggling, 
basing their information on a secret study under- 
taken by the Central Intelligence Agency (cia) and 
_ leaked to opposition journalists by the United 
For years the United States government has gtatcs cmbassy El Radical's editor. Dr Juan Carlos 
watched benevolently while President Alfredo , , , • , raided b y the police and 


been using Asuncion as a convenient stag 
ing post for running heroin into North 
America. 

For years the United States government has 


Zaldivar, had his house raided by the police and 
was threatened with death by the chief of police, 
General Francisco Britez (one of the leading 
characters in the cia report), should he ever try to 


Stroessner and his generals turned Asuncidn into 
the smuggling capital of Latin America. The 
staples of the trade were Scotch whisky and 

cigarettes; in 1969. Paraguay overtook Kuwait blish Slldl information again, 

and Hong Kong to become the worlds leading A i n0 iijr the consequences of 

importer of United States cigarettes. The com- 
mandcr-in-chief of the armed forces, General 
Andrds Rodriguez, and the chief of the crack 


Among the consequences of the drug scandal 
was the temporary arrest in July of Pastor Coroncl, 
the civilian chief of the police investigation depart* 


J 


Andr6s Rodriguez, and the chief ot the cracK mcnt j u |* act somc scc a power struggle between 
counter-insurgency force (ri- 14), General Patricio ^ ‘traditional’ smugglers, such as Generals 
Colman, and other top generals have become Rodr j gucz and Colman, who see their empires 
millionaires several times over oh the basis of this thrcatcncd> and the new generation of hard drug 
lucrative traffic. Washington, ho\vcyer,, takes a smU0 gi crgt wb o include Britez, Coronel and Candia. 
rather dimmer view of heroin smuggling into- the' ^ wI(jcIy bclicvcd in Paraguay that the 

United States (the cigarettes and whisky . arc dec j s j on ' 0 f t he United States senate committee ito 
destined principally for Brazil _ and Argentina • earlier recommendation of the house 

Since President Nixon s speech in July asking all tQ givc Paraguay a sugar qil ou, should 

friendly governments to coopciatc m a rive o as a rcpr j std f or Paraguay’s failure to come 

keep hard drugs out of the usa, pressure has been ° ^ ^ ! (hc d smuggling . This is denied 
building up on the Paraguayan govemmen to play , nQt cntircly convincingly by the United 

its part. Stroessner s problem is that he is not com- f 

plelcly master in his own house and has to reckon p resident "stroessner has already been put for- 
with the powerful vested interests of the generals for ^ prcsidcnlial dec, 

who profit from the drug smuggling tiadc. The hjg mi i it ant supporters in the Colorado 

chief of his personal secret police Erasmo Candia ‘however, what with the drug smuggling, the 

is alleged to have been responsible for the deaths y x . f anti . yanqui feelings as a result 
of at least three Interpol narcotics agents over the T ^ ^ ^ ^ promiscd sugar quot a, 

past three years. n , all( | relations with the Catholic Church at their 

In October 1970 five Paraguayans and a French- (following thc torl uring of the 

man were arrested m Miami airport with more priest, Ubcrfil Monzon), Strocssncr is 

than 10 million dollars worth of heroin stowed in V- S y P announcing his acceptance 

the tail of their light airplane. One of the five, 

Enio Varela, gave thc l-m enough information (in of thc nom ‘ - 

return for His unconditional release) for thc United 

States to persuade the Paraguayan authorities to 

arrest another Frenchman, Auguste Ricord (alias 

Lucicn Dargallcs), whom Varela had fingered as 

the Mafia’s top man in Paraguay coordinating the 

flow of heroin from Marseilles through Asuncion, 

and on to the United States. Following Ricord’s 

arrest, thc United States embassy presented a 
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| CIA denies . | 

: war veteran’s 
drag claims 

. . f 

Iii a rare statement is- j 
sued in Washington, a Cen- ; 
tral^Jhitelligeixce Agency ; 
spokesman yesterday la- ; 
beled as “errant nonsense” . 
a statement by an Indochi- 
na war veteran that he had ■ 
purchased large quantities ■ 

: of opium in Laos using CIA 
; funds. | 


/ 


! Former Green Beret Sgt. : / 

; Paul Withers, 2.4, of Cam- . V 
bridge had told an antiwar 
veterans* panel Saturday 
that one of his “main func- 
tions” while serving in 
Laos in 1968 was “to buy 
opium from Moo tribes- ; 
men, using CIA funds.” 
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, -By Joe Pilati 
; .Globe Staff • .. 

A former Green Beret 
asserted yesterday that he 
: regularly purchased large 
quantities of opium in Laos 
; with funds provided by the 
| Central Intelligence Agon- 
'ey. 

• His testimony came dur- 
‘ ing the final day of “Win- 
ter Soldier Investigation 
II,” sponsored by Vietnam 

■ Veterans Against the War 
(VVAW) at Boston’s Fan- 
euil Hall. 

Former Sgt. Paul With- 
ers, 24, a Springfield native 
now living in Cambridge, 
told 300 persons: “When I 
Avas in Laos in 1966, one of 
: my main, functions, was to 
j buy opium from Meo 
! t r i b e s m e n, using CIA 
funds.” 

He said his orders to buy 
opium “came down from a 
-contact man’ ’from the CIA 
'•and were “only verbal, 

* never on paper.*’ Payment 
to the Meo tribesmen was 
made in “gold and silver, 
which came in on an agen- 

, cy plane,” he added. ' , 


.?T processed, the drugs are 
jl flown into South Vietnam 

■ aboard both military ano. 
j, civilian aircraft. 

i; The congressmen’s re- 
'•port also alleged that both 
. ; the Laotian army corn- 
. j rnander, Gen. Ouan Kathi- 
V koun, and South Vietnam- 
ese Premier Tran Thien 
, Khiem are involved in the 
corrupt! oil of customs 

■ agents and drug traffick-' 

. ing, ( .. - -- ' 

; ‘ Withers said that,, after 

i completing basic training 
at Fort Dix in the fall of 
' 1965, he was sent to Nha 

■ Trang, Souh Vietnam. Al- 
though he was “ostensibly” 

• stationed there, he said he 
was placed “on loan” to the 
CIA in January 1966 with 
orders io help “train and 
quip Meo tribesmen in 

■ counterinsurgency” against 
Pathet Leo guerPJlas. 

The training was “in fact 
the main part of my job” in 
i Laos, Withers v as id, but 
“there were never fewer 
, than two opium pickups a 
week” during the year he 
served there. 


Withers said opium pick- • 
ups at a small base camp in 
northern Labs, which he : 
and two other Green Be- 
rets built, were made by 
“Air America” planes. “It 
; was Americans who picked 
up the opium” in its raw, 
unprocessed form, he said. 

A report in july by two 
House Foreign Affairs 
Committee members, Heps. 
Robert Steele (D-Conn.) 
and Morgan. Murphy 
(13-111.), alleged that “Air 
America” aircraft, con- 
tracted by the CIA, have 
been used to transport 
"opium from northern Laos 
into the capital city of 
.^Vientiane and that, once 


Withers said that, after 
receiving language training 
in various Southeast sian 
•dialects wh ! le at Nha. 
Trang, he was “stripped of 
my uniform and all Ameri- 
can credentials” before' 
going to Laos. ' . ; 

* He said the CIA 
“wouldn’t even let me 
write my own letters. They 
gave me blank sheets of 
paper and told me to sign 
at the bottom. Then the' 

* agency typed out letters 

sent to my parents and my 
girlfriend,” ’ 

Discharged last Decem- 
ber after post-Laos service 
in Cambodia and South 
v y ielnanv.,, ... Withers , . ,.was 


ex- 


a w a r d c d nine Purple 
Hearts, the Distinguished 
Service Cross and Silver 
and Bronze Stars. . 

He said he spoke, about 
his involvement, in opium 
trafficking to Sens. Mike 
Gravel (D-Alaska) and ] 
George McGovqrn 

(D-S.D.) and lb aides of 
; Sess. John ,S t e n _nj_s^ 
(D-Miss.) and William - 
Fulbright (D-Ark.) in 
June but was not aware, of . 
any subsequent action 
* taken by the legislators. 


He said FBI and Army 
Criminal Investigation Di- 
vision (OID) agents had 
visited him “three or four 
times, most recently about 
a month and a half ago in , 
Camridge ” to question him 
about his allegations, e said 
hsi mother in Springfile 
and his wife, now living in 
South Hadley, had also 
been questioned. 

Another participant in 
yesterday’s VVAW panels, , 
Charles Knight of the' / 
Committee of Concerned 
Asian Scholars, called' 
opium “the largest export' 
commodity in the Laotian" 
economy” and commented: 

.“In this sense, it is not at J 
all strange that the CIA J 

should aid and protect its . 
transport.” t .. : ’ 

Other testimony include 
ed statements by Indochina 
veterans who said they, 
were former or current 
heroin addicts. 
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CIA School j 

' . ;i 

>sed Over 
Drug Arrest j 

Agency (CIA) closed' a secret! 
school lor training Cambodian.' 
army guerrillas in Laos when 
police arrested a high ranking' 
Cambodian officer at the school 
on heroin smuggling charges, 
military sources said. • 

The officer was a top aide of 
Lt. Coh Lon Non, brother of 
Prime Minister- Lon No!, the’ 
sources said, 

Since his arrest in June, the 
aide has been released and, 
dressed in civilian clothes, has 
resumed duties in Phnom Penh 
at Lon Non’s super secret 
special coordination committee . 1 
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■ -PIINOM PENir(UPI) — The 
j U.S, Central Intelligence Agency 
closed a secret school tor train- 
ing Cambodian army guerrillas 
’.in Laos when police arrested a 
•. high-ranking Cambodian officer 
at the school on heroin- 
smuggling charges, military 
sources said. ‘ 

The officer t \vas a top aide off 
■Xt. Col.* Lon Non, brother of j S 
Prime Minister Lon Nol, the j 
sources said. ! 


t - Since Ins arrest in June, the j 
aide has been released and,| 
dressed in civilian clothes, has! 
resumed duties in Phnom Penh 
at I/Oii Noil’s super-secret Spe-| 
cial Coordination Committee.' . j 

The Cambodian army, in the 
■meantime, has established 
new guerrilla training center in 
southern Laos, and the CIA is 
once again considering provid- 
ing American instructors and 
.equipment, the officers said. 

The Lon Nol aide was arrested 
in'Pakse, Laos, by local police 
■ when he attempted to board a 
.Phnom Penh-bound Air America 
plane with 22 pounds of heroin in 
a soapflake box, the* sources 
said. 

The heroin would be worth al- 
jnost $12,000 on the Vietnam 
market. 

: American officials were in- 
formed, and concluded after in- 
vestigation that the heroin was 
' bound for* U.S. troops in South 
Vietnam. 

The secret CIA camp, at Na- 
korn Sin in southern Laos, sub- 
sequently ordered out all Cam- 
• boclian officers and trainees 
from Lon Noil’s 15th Infantry 
- Brigade, the officers reported. 


y 
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; . By THOMAS MARLOWE 
: ; Special to The Bulletin 

' Vientiane, Laos — Last 
spring, two American teen- ■ 
aged dependents of foreign aid * 
crajfflbves were caught mailing 
20 kilograms of pure heroin',. 
tJjrqvigh the Army Posl Office 

)hhriy. • ■ '• ’ 

. • The drugs were destined for 
Saigon, to be picked up by 
other dependents for use or 
tfalely . • . ; 

result, no one under IS 
years of age i$ now 'allowed 
■ t cum ail anything larger than 

’r letter through the Vientiane 
APO. Dependents over IS can 
be prosecuted if caught mail- 
ing drugs. 

Several clays later,' the son 
of an embassy official ad- 
. milted confidentially that “I 
was all ready to mail 10 
pounds of • heroin ; to the 
States.” ’ * 

“I had it all packed and a 
buyer waiting? at the other 
end,” he said! “But it is just 
too risky now. The APO is 
checking every package.” 

Heroin and other drugs arc 
not only deeply entrenched in 

the American military, but in ■ 
much of the American civilian* 
community in Southeast Asia. 
Centered in Compound 

Among those who will prob- 
' ably return to the United 
States with a habit arc Ameri- 
can teen-aged dependents of 
civilian and military officials. 

Many live at K-M6, a com- 
pound outside of Vientiane for 
• 'American officials and their 
families. At the K-M6 high 
school- one ninth-grader said: 

“Almost: everyone past the 
sixth grade smokes' grass 


Offkkk m Sc wtihsm 


here. A lot of the older kids’ 
are using speed and heroin.” 

r lhe hard drug problem in 
Laos has its roots in the so- 
ical led “fertile triangle” which 
holders Burma and Thailand. 
More than ‘half the world’s 
poppy crop is harvested (here 
each year. 

Problem in Ilia Hand 
The poppies are harvested 


“It hurts when aU2- or 13^\ 
year-old girl is brought in with* 
an overdose. I’ve seen little 
girls with needle marks* on 
their' arms. Their parents 
often cry and ‘ want to know 
why.” 

To support their, habits, or ■ 
just to make money, some ' 
kids sell drugs. They ration- 
alize that “somebody will do 
it, why not me?” 


primarily by Mco tribesmen. 

Some of the opium is report- L Sh ° l(I y p - ft cr last Christmas,., 
cd to find its way to the se- /J ,e 1 7-year-okl son of a U. S. 
cret Central Intelligence / 01 aid employe was shot 
Agency base at Long Chen a ^ u oe? -“ 1 111 a Bangkok alley, 

. . “He had not,” according to * 

where it is said to b- - ione. 0 f j lis f ormcr associates, . 
ported via planes o. tlu , ' j « pa j d hi&Thai supplier the full ■' 
subsidized Am ^ amount for the last shipment - 

Bangkok, Saigon, Hon., Kon*, (of hero]n) hc rec eived.” i 

and even San, Francisco. — - - - . .J 

Americans # in Laos are not 
the only ones hit with the 
spreading drug problem. In 
Thailand, at least one Ameri- 
can student at the Bangkok .• 

International School died from 
an overdose of narcotics cur- 
ing the past, school year, and 
' ]4 others were expelled for 
drug usage. 

“Those were, only the con- 
stant. violators ” explained one 

student. “You know, the kids 
who go into the bathrooms ^ 
and shoot up between class-" 
es.” 

The psychiatric ward at 
Bangkok’s 5th field hospital 
has grown accustomed to 
American dependents. 

Little Girls, Too ■ . ;• 

“There’s almost always a • 

13- or M-y car-old kid in there 
for smack,” a medic said. 

“They usually bring them in 
at night and give them a urine 
test in the morning.” 

’ A hospital psychologist said: 
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■on China- 



It is a topsy-turvy world when Premier Chou Pn-lai ■ 
rebukes James Reston' for having said the President 
jacks courage: "Deciding to come to China at this 
time is something which even the' opposition parly 
says others dare not do. So on this point he has some 
courage." How much courage it will take has yet to 
• be fully determined. The new China policy was round- 
ly rejected by the ALL-CIO executive council, 24 to '4 
with two abstentions, while the American Legion has 
given it grudging approval on the express condition 
that no concessions are made by our side. 

Anyone vvho rejects • political acts because of the 
possible motives behind them had better avoid politics 
altogether. No doubt the President was fully aware of 
the domestic gains in his announcement, although we 
can hardly believe • that he thought they could out- 
weigh the gut •'issue: ’the. domestic economy. More..lo 
the point is Chou's remark. Nobody thought .the old 
’China lobby amounted to much anymore. But the 
White Mouse needed no Geiger counter to- alert it to 
hostile right-wing reaction. The Vice-President's 
celebrated midnight remarks last April against the first 
flush of. '.'ping-pong diplomacy" provided the 
modern instant communications counterpart to Paul 
Revcre's ride. Immediately after the * trip * announce- 
ment in July, twelve conservatives, headed by William 
F. • Buckley, announced suspension of /'support" 
for Nixon, and a few 1 weeks ago delegates representing 
67,000 Young Americans for Freedom voted to dump 
Nixon, in/’*part because the trip will threaten "the 
•national sovereignly of the United States." The., 
antics of the Rev. Carl McIntyre with his Taiwan 
table tennis team raise little more than smiles from 
sophisticated infighters. But in Middle America con- 
fusion and concern can become bitter hatred if proper- 
ly*’ aroused/ Toward this • end various reactionary 
revivalists of the early 195Q's witchhunt are once again 
on the conspiracy trail. This .time they can move 
against the background of an admitted betrayer of 
secrets, Daniel Ellsberg; as compared with the earlier 
accused but unproven "traitor," Alger Hiss. 

Recently a Detroit I M station carried four hours of 
.-telephone interviews with a young American scholar 
on China. The moderator ‘claimed no other program 
had evoked so many responses. The' angry callers 
‘seemed ‘-awakened, from a 20-years' sleep, so obsessed 
were they by’ the McCarran hearings, the Institute of 
Pacific Relations, and alleged Communist affiliations 
of such personages as Professor John K. 1 airhank 
and Henry Kissinger. But these long-dormant memo- 
ries did not spontaneously spring to life; they are 
cultivated. Visitors to Ban Clemente heard first-hand 
of the "hate Henry" campaign that is being waged 
in many localities in ‘an effort to embarrass the Presi- 
dent's trip through his emissary. 


ciate the ignorance and tear that can be exploilcc 
against China. In this, regard he faces a much tougher 
fight than did President’ -Rposevell in moving to recog- 
nize the Soviet. Union in 1933. American business heicl 
built Russian factories*. American journalists and 
tourists had traveled throughout that country. A posi- 
tive subliminal image of Russia had established aes- 
thetic and humanistic ties through intimate familiarity 
with Tchaikowsky and Rachmaninoff, Dostoevsky 
and Tolstoy. The savagery of civil war and foreign 
intervention against the new Soviet state had been 
f followed with the Hoover relief missions. ' 

No such counterforce exists on the China question. 
The hitter heritage of two .wars, Korea and Vietnam, 
fuses in American perceptions as the product of Chi- 
nese Communist * -aggression. Total isolation from the 
mainland for 20 years combines with the most remote 
and random newsreel images of the previous decades, 
broken only by the familiar figures of. a sturdy little 
generalissimo and his striking Wellesley-educated wife. 

New versions of old talcs fuel opposition fires. On 
the day Senator Pro.ymire's Joint Economic Commit- ' 
tee heard three prominent professors attack secret sub- 
version against the mainland conducted jointly by the 
Chinese -Nationalists and the, CIA, Senator Eastland 
released a study by Professor Richard L. Walker which 
estimated that between 34 and '60 million Chinese 
died over the past 50 years as a result of Communist 
activity. Walker included all the intermittent civil wars 
of 1927-49 as * wfcll as wholly unsubstantiated and 
uhverifiable figures from every kind.. of source, includ- 
ing Radio Moscow. Another hate-China theme focuses 
on drugs. A few days after the Eastland report came 
a headline-grabbing story from Saigon.. According to 
an' alleged "high-level defector" out of North 
Vietnam, poppy fields in that country arc so large it 
takes a harvesting tractor one whole day to cover a 
single planting. The produce is secretly processed in 
China, he said, and smuggled out through Hong Kong. 
Interestingly the defector admitted he had not revealed 
this information when first interviewed a year ago, 
claiming it had not seemed important then. Its im : 
portance now was obvious since only the previous 
week, two detailed accounts - one by the Associated 
Press Pulitizer prize winner, Peter Arnett, and another 
in The New York Times, Had traced the Asian drug 
traffic to specific villages on the Burrna-Thai border. 
From there it moves over land and air. routes to South 
Vietnam, with the certaiir knowledge if not connivance 
of Thai and : South Vietnamese officials. No matter 
that the Tar Eastern Economic Review states unequivo- 
cally that I long Kong is not a conduit for drugs from 
mainland* China, or' that the US Narcotics Bureau lays 
no charge against the People's Republic of China, 
such as it does against Turkey, Iran and a host of 
oilier countries. 

We see no evidence of an all-out US campaign at 


Mr/Nixon nee 
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By LEE JIICKLING' 
The Times Bureau 




WASHINGTON - The 
Defense Department has told 
- two incredulous senators that 
no one at the Pentagon knows 
enough about the in- 
ternational drug 'traffic to 
testify .on how and from 
where narcotics get into 
- South Vietnam. 

And ‘ the Justice Depart- 
ment, contradicting a state- 
ment Ally. Gen. John Mit- 
chell made two months ago, 
said it has no evidence 
linking “any high official in 
the Southeast Asian countries' 

• with the narcotics traffic 
there.” 

.Sen. Abraham A/ Ribicoff 
(D-Conn.) ' s p e a k i n g for 
himself and Sen. Edmund ,S. 
Muskie (D-Maine) in a Senate 
speech prepared * for today 
says that if this is. the case, the 
White House had better find 
out what the Defense and 
Justice departments a r e 
doing in the narcotics field. . 

■ Mitchell told Muskie, during 
a hearing July 7, that “there 
.has been involvement by 
government officials in some’ 
of these countries” in 
narcotics Traffic, and our 
government had “identified 
.'some of them.” But.. the . at- 
torney general said he did not 
want to testify about the sub- 
ject in an open hearing and 
would do so in an executive, 
session. ■ : * 

t Since then, Ribicoff, who is 
chairman of the Government 4 
Operations subcommittee that 
held the hearing, and Muskie 
have been trying to get 
Mitchell to make good on his. 
promise, and bring along the 
/secretaries of Stale and 
Defense and the director of 
the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy. 


Ribicoff that the delay had 
been caused by “our efforts 
to canvass the various 
sources of , information to 
( determine w h a t pertinent 
' facts are available.” 

“'Allegations of complicity 
on the part of some public of- 
ficials,” Kleindionsfc went ou, 
“have come to our attention. 

At the same time, however, 
wc do not have any specific 
evidence which links any 
high official in the Southeast 
Asian countries with the 
narcotics traffic there. Thus, 
wc do not feel that it would 
be appropriate . to testify. 
Further, even a c 1 o s c d 


The two senators said in a 
joint statement that drugs arc 
one of the major problems 
facing the armed forces in 
Southeast Asia, yet the Pen- 
tagon apparently has nobody 
who can tell the committee 
where the drugs come from 
and how they get into Viet- 
nam. 


“This is certainly the kind 
of situation that a While 
House office should be able to 
Nook into,” their statement 
says. • ; 

The attorney' general had 
told the committee that there 
was evidence that Southeast 


1 " . umL oumutdil 

session on the. subject could .Asian government officials 


fan unfounded rumors and 
ca use .possi b le international 
repercussions.” 

The Defense ’Department 
had turned down the in- 
vitation earlier, Ribicoff and 
Muskie revealed yesterday. 
In a letter July 23, an assis- 
tant replied for Secretary 
Melvin Laird: “This is to ad- 
vise yoir iliat there are no 
personnel in the Department 
of Defense qualified to testify 
in. regard to the problem of 
international drug traffic and 
we V/ill, therefore, be unable 
to .provide a witness as you 
have requested.” 

Ribicoff and Muskie arc 
chairmen of two' sub- 
committees of the Senate 
Government Operations Com- 
mittee which have been stu- 
dying proposals to consolidate 
the campaign against 
narcotics in a White House 
Office of Drug Control. 

The administration wants 
such an office to have nothing 
Nth law enforcement 


were involved in the narcotics 
trade, and then Deputy Ally. 
Gen, Klcindie'nst said it had 
not, the two senators noted. 

W tiiat is true, they said, 
“Tiie attorney general should 
explain his earlier statements 
to our subcommittee and the 
public,” x , . ; . • 


months to get: an answer. 


Sept. 13, Deputy Ally. Gen. 
Richard G. Kleindicnsl wrote 


■to do wL. _ 

policy and the international 
drug traffic, feeling that the 

„ . Rmpfco^i 60^01 000070001 -6 

Defense Department a n a 
other agencies can handle 
those aspects better. 
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i/er‘s Sendees /or Low income Persons, 
Val.TJ.Ti.lt. 303 (Sp. ’60) . 

os Jerome J. Shesto.ck, a practicing lawyer 
In Philadelphia, is Immediate past Chairman 
of the American Bar Association Section' of 
Individual Eights and Responsibilities, a 
member of the National Advisory Committee 
to tlie Legal Services Program of the Office 
of Economic Opportunity, and a member of 
the Executive Committee of the National 
Legal Aid and Defender Association. 

m Shestack, Jerome J., "Tlie Right to Legal 
Services/’ The' Rights of Americans: What 
They Are; What They Shovld Re (Dorsen ed., 
Pampheori, 1971) at page 126. 


WHY ARBI WE PAYING OUR FRIENDS 

TO CONTINUE KILLING OUR CHIL- 
DREN? 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 

OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE' OF REPRESENTATIVES 

* • Thursday , September 23, 1071 

• Mr, RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, the press 
has recently reported that President 
Nixon may exempt South Vietnam, Cam- 
bodia', Laos, and Thailand from his an- 
nounced 10 -percent cut in economic aid. 

Official figures reveal that between 5.7 
and 14 percent of our servicemen return- 
ing from duty in Southeast Asia are drug 
dependent.- * , . 

The United Nations Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs has reported that at least 
80 percent of th6 world’s opium is pro- 
duced in Southeast Asia. Two of those 
four countries — Laos and Thailand — are 
part of the “fertile triangle” which raises 
more than half of the poppy plants grown 
in the world. . 

The Criminal Investigation Division of 
the U.S. Army has allegedly compiled re- 
ports linking top South Vietnamese lead- 
ers to the heroin tpade. lit. Gen. Ngo Dau, 
military. commander of South Vietnam's 
central highlands, and other military 
and naval personnel and Government 
officials are leading figures in the nar- 
cotics, traffic that preys upon American 
servicemen in Southeast Asia. 

There have also been reports that the 
Central Intelligence Agency is supplying 
arms, transportation, and funds to drug- 
producing hill tribes in Laos and north- 
eastern Thailand 


on whether or not to exclude these four 
countries from the cut in foreign aid. 
There is still time for Members of Con- 
gress to contact the President and urge 
him not to further feed the already fatted 
cows who have not cracked down on their 
merchants of death. <• 

It is about time we stop bringing gifts* 
to our allies when they are murdering . 
American servicemen. 

Four articles follow: 

[From the New York Times, Sept. 12, 1971] 
Four Indochinese Countries Are Reported 
Exempt From Nixon’s Order To Cut For- 
eign Aid by 10 Percent / 

(By Tad Szulc) ' 

Washington. — South Vietnam and three 
other Southeast Asian countries are being 
quietly exempted from the 10 per cent cut 
In foreign economic aid ordered by President 
Nixon last month, authoritative Administra- 
tion officials said today. 

The Administration has made no public 
announcement that economic assistance 
planned for Southeast Asia for the fiscal year 
1972, which began July 1, is to remain intact 
despite the cut in the foreign- aid program. 
Official spokesmen have insisted for the last 
four weeks that no decision has been made. 

Total economic aid, designed to comple- 
ment United States military assistance, has 
been set for $765.5-niJllion this year for 
South Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos and Thai- 
land. 

The largest slice is to go to South Vietnam 
with $535 -mil lion, which is cm increase of 
about $lG0-mi!lIon over economic aid given 
Saigon in the previous fiscal year. 

Officials noted that in announcing his new 
economic policy on Aug. 15, Mr. Nixon con- 
fined himself to the statement that "I have 
ordered a 10 per cent cut in foreign economic 
aid.” 

The Administration’s request to Congress 
for foreign assistance In fiscal 1972, prepared 
before the new Nixon economic policy, was 
$3. 3 -billion. But. the President ordered the 
cut only in economic aid, which accounts for 
$2 .09-bill ion of the total. The balance, $1. 21- 
billion, is earmarked for military grants and 
foreign military credit sales. 

Inasmuch as Mr. Nixon did not elaborate 
on how the economic aid reduction should be 
administered, the Interpretation now being 
placed on his order is that the cuts should 
be applied selectively, according to officials. 

This means, they said, that the Adminis- 
tration is free to cut aid for some countries 
but not for others as long as the economic 
assistance package Is reduced 10 per cent. 

Officials concerned with United Slates pol- 
icy in 'Southeast Asia indicated in private 
conversations that economic assistance to the 



The governments of these four ooun- J "critical” Southeast Asia countries could 
lies have failed, to take decisive action ■ . reduced while the war goes on. 


to stop the production, processing, and 
transport of illicit drugs for our GIs. 
While we continue to expend billions of 
dollars and thousands of American lives 
to defend and support these friendly 
governments, they continue to kill our 
servicemen. 

These are the governments that Presi- 
dent Nixon may exempt from liis cut in 
economic assistance. These are the ac- 
complices to murder whom the President 
may reward. 

The administration has even requested 
all increase in economic aid to South 
Vietnam of between $150 to $1G0 million. 
The Thieu government may geii even 
fatter if President Nixon has his way. 

My most recent inquiry to the Agency 
for International Development' in the* 
Department of State indicates that the 


not be reduced while the war goes on. 

They said that the While House took the 
view that cuts could undermine the econom- 
ies In the four countries and hurt the con- 
duct of the war. 

Therefore, officials' said, aid programs In 
the region are proceeding on the assump- 
tion that no cuts will be. made unless 
Congress decides otherwise. 

Foreign- aid legislation was approved by 
the House of Representatives last month and 
is now before Senate committees. 

" Officials suggested that the Administra tion 
preferred not to publicize the reported ex- 
emptions to avoid protests from other na- 
tions. 

Another reason may be concern over opin- 
ion here. President Nguyen Van Thieu has 
come under considerable criticism for his 
decision to run unopposed In the Oct. 3 Pres- 
idential elections and there has been talk in 
Congress of reviewing the American, assist- 
ance to South Vietnam, • . 


increased Economic aid to South Vietnam Is 
vital at a time when American forces are/ 
withdrawing and last year's economic re- 
forms are beginning to produce results. 

Testifying before a Senate subcommittee 
on Wednesday, Secretary of State William P. 

Rogers asked for approval for the full 3565- 
million for South Vietnam is needed ^STATOTHR 
set the economic impact of the reduction in^ 

United States military expenditures as our* 
troops are withdrawn.” 

Economic assistance to South Vietnam 
ranges -from the financing Of essential im- 
ports to agricultural land reform to pro- 
grams for education, and health. But it also 
Includes support for. the South Vietnamese 
police in counterinsurgency and other activi- 
ties. • STATOTHR 

[From the Washington Post, Sept. 9, 1971] 

Heroin Promotion 
(By Jack Anderson) 

Washington. — At the same time that the 
U.S, command is striving mightily to stop 
Gf drug addiction in Vietnam, a top South 
Vietnamese general has been using U.S. mili- 
tary equipment to hustle heroin. This is 
documented in a number of intelligence re- 
ports, all highly classified, which have. now 
reached Washington from Saigon. The reports 
nail Lt. Gen. Ngo Dzu, military commander 
of South Vietnam’s central highlands, as one 
of the chief heroin traffickers in Southeast 
Asia. - 

The Incriminating details, Including dates 
and places of heroin transactions, have been 
reported by the Army’s Criminal Ihvestiga- 
tion Division, U.S. Public Safety Directorate, 
and Rural Development Support Team in 
South Vietnam. ■ 

Dzu’s accomplices are also na-i’ned, includ- 
ing a former South Vietnamese Senator, a 
Chinese businessman from Cholon, the South 
Vietnamese provost marshal in Qui N lion, 
and several South Vietnamese navy _ officers. 

, Dzu was first named a heroin dealer by 
Rep. Robert Steele (11-Conn.), in testimony 
last July before a House Foreign Affairs sub- 
committee. The Congressman told of his 
fact-finding mission to Indochina where, he 
said, widespread corruption among officials 
had blocked efforts to halt the heroin traffic. 

The day after Steele’s testimony, South 
Vietnam’s President Thieu' went through the 
motions of ordering a narcotics investigation. 

It’s doubtful, however, that Dzu will ever be . . 
tried and convicted. 

One of Dzu’s moit vigorous defenders was 
his senior American advisor, John Paul Vann, 
who assured the press: "There’s no informa- 
tion available to me that in any shape, man- 
ner, or fashion would substantiate the 
charges Congressman Steele has made.” 

The incriminating intelligence reports . . 

would indicate that Vann either was woe- 
fully incompetent or, worse, was helping Dzu 
‘to cover up his dope- smuggling operations. 

Tlie first intelligence report linking Dzu to 
the heroin trade was filed on January 6, 

1971, by the CID. Citing highly sensitive 
sources, the CID charged that the narcotics 
traffic in the Central Highlands had in- 
creased tremendously, since Dzu had taken 
command of the region in September, 1970. 

The ClD’s sources assorted that Dzu not only 
protected the key traffickers who kicked back 
part of their profits to him but also took -• 
a direct part in the smuggling through his 
father Ngo Khottng. At that time Ngo Khoung 
was described as au “important” heroin 
dealer. 

It v/as also alleged that Dzu often used 
his personal plane — furnished, of course, by 
the U.S. — to smuggle heroin. A CID report • 
dated May 12, 1971, told how Dzu ancl his 
father took ingenious advantage of the fu- 
neral of a South Vietnamese general in Sai- 
gon to' fly in heroin from the highlands. 

Yet General Dzu, a power in South Viet- 
nam, is expected to be given a whitewash.- In 
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. N ' By Daniel Southerland 

Sla/T correspondent of 
The Christian Science Monitor 

Saigon 

A South Vietnamese investigation of Lt. 
Gen. Ngo Dzu, has cleared him of drug traf- 
ficking charges raised by a U.S. congress- 
man, according to informed sources in 
Saigon. 

The sources disclosed that the investiga- 
tion conducted y the South Vietnamese De- 
fense Ministry was completed before Presi- 
dent Thieu’s recent promotion of. General 
Dzu from major general to lieutenant gen- 
eral. The findings of the investigation have 
yet to be made public. 

_ The disclosure came in the wake of a 
new allegation against General Dzu made 
by Washington, columnist Jack Anderson, 
who wrote this week that the general had 
been using “U.S. military equipment” to 
“hustle” heroin. U.S. Rep.’ Robert H. Steele 
(R) of Connecticut had earlier named the 
South Vietnamese general as “one of the 
chief traffickers in heroin in Southeast 
Asia.” 


the investigation of General Dzu, an investi- 
gation which was prompted by Representa- 
tive Steele’s allegations. 

“All the ■ information we had was shared 
with the South Vietnamese,” said a U.S. 
Embassy official in Saigon. 

• U.S. sources in Saigon say that Representa- 
tive Steele has yet to produce any evidence 
to substantiate his charges against. General 
Dzu. The South Vietnamese general himself 
has twice issued appeals to the U.S. con- 
gressman asking him to “produce your 
evidence so that I may disprove this allega- 
tion.” 

Informed sources said the Defense 
Ministry investigation of General Dzu did 
not deal with oilier corruption charges which 
were leveled against* the general within 
South Vietnam prior to the allegations con- 
cerning drug trafficking. Those charges 
were contained in letters written by a group 
of South Vietnamese officers who accused 
General Dzu of taking bribes and of profit- 
ing from the looting of two' former U.S. 
bases in* South Vietnam's central highlands. 
The general has denied the charge-.. 


STATOTHR 

STATOTHR 


Mr. Steele told a House foreign-affairs 
subcommittee on July 7 that “U.S, military 
authorities . have provided Ambassador 
[Ellsworth] Bunker with hard intelligence 
that one of the chief traffickers is Gen. Ngo 
Dzu, the commander of II Corps.” 

•A report prepared -earlier ‘this year by the 
provost marshal of the U.S. Military Com- 
mand in Vietnam conclude^ that “the de- 
gree of sophistication which the trafficking 
in drugs has achieved could not exist with- 
out at least the tacit approval if not active 
support of senior members of the. govern- 
ment’ of Vietnam.” 

• But U.S. officials here say they are un- 
aware of any “hard intelligence” which 
would link General Dzu with the drug traffic. 
They say that there were some unconfirmed 
“low-level” reports which were passed on 
Up the South Vietnamese in connection with 
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- By TED KNAP 

Scrfpps-Howord Staff Writer 

While the flow of -illicit nar- 
'cotics out of Turkey has been 
curtailed sharply, it has in- 
creased substantially out of 
the’ “golden triangle”’ in Thai-' 
land, Laos and Burma. 

• While Iran and India have- 
t>egun‘ effective controls over 
their narcotics traffic, new 
sources of supply are develop*, 
ing in Afghanistan and Paki- . 

; Stan, which have not, 

• ■ Altho France has beefed up 
its narcotics police force, the 
gendarmes have not been able 
to knock’ off any of the several 
heroin processing laboratories 
known to be . operating in se- 
cret places around Marseilles, 

: These developments in nar- 
' codes control efforts were de- 

scribed today by the executive 
director of President Nixon’s’ 
newly established cabinet 
Committee o n International 
Narcotics Control. The White 
■House announced formation of 
the committee yesterday. 

1 «Egir “Bud” krogh, White 
: House .aide named to head the 


committee staff, said in an in- 
ter v ic w that emergence of 
Southeast Asia as an impor- 
tant source of heroin is 'the 
“most disturbing” mew devel- 
opment in the effort to curb’ 
the flow- of hard drugs to 
Americans, both here and in 
South Vietnam. 

Mr. Krogh, just back from a. 
tour of the area, said the in- 
creased export of illicit nar- 
cotics from Thailand, Laos 
and eastern Burma has been 
“substantial” in the past year, - 

-'CONSUMER MARKET’ 

“We are concerned,” Mr, 
Krogh said, “about the United 
States becoming the consumer 
market for the golden trian- 
gle.” 

Turkey announced in June 
that it would ban all growing 
of opium poppies and, in the 
meantime, w o u 1 d purchase 
more of the 1971 crop so as to 
reduce its flow into illicit 
channels. With U.S. aid, the 
Turkish government has 
bought up 140 tons of opium so 
far this year compared with 
63 tons all of last year, 

Mr. krogh said the early, 
but not yet conclusive, indica- 
tions are that T u r k e y is 


“drying up” as a source of opi- 
um, which is processed into 
morphine for medicaluse and 
heroin for illicit use. Turkey 
has been the main grower of 
opium poppies. 

The.. White House official 
said intelligence sources re- 
port that between three and 
nine • processing laboratories 
are in operation in the Mars- 
eilles area of southern France. 
Secretary of State William 
Rogers, who heads the cabinet 
committee, said France is 
cooperating, but so far all the 
laboratories have escaped de- 
tection. ■ 

; 91 EXECUTED 

Mr. Krogh said Iran, which 
has executed 91 persons for 
narcotics smuggling since it 
passed a death penalty law in ' 
1969, and India have instituted 
effective monitoring of opium 
fields in those countries. He 
said similar controls will be 
sought in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, either thru .the Unit- 
ed Nations or by separate 
agreements with the United 
States. 

In addition to Mr. Rogers, 
the cabinet committee consists 
of,. A tty. Gen. John Mitchell, 


Defense Secretary Melvin 
Laird, Treasury Secretary 
'John Connally, Ambassador to 
the United .Nations George 
Bush and CIA Director Rich- 
hard Helms. 

While the cabinet committee 
concentrates on curbing the 
supply of narcotics, another 
White. House group headed by 
Dr. Jerome Jaffee focuses on 
the demand side, including de- 
tection and treatment <?f ad- 
dicts. 

Dr. Jaffce’s office said to- 
day it cannot claim that there 
has been any reduction in the 
rate of addiction among 
American servicemen in South 
Vietnam since Mr, Nixon or- 
dered a “top priority*; cam- 
paign against it -in June. The 
program has detected that 5.3 
per cent of the 70,000 home- 
ward-bound GIs given urina- 
lysis tests had been recent 
users of heroin. They are giv- 
en some treatment before 
being discharged. 

With Americans’ 1 e a v i n g 
South Vietnam/ Mr. Krogh 
said that the use of heroin is 
spreading now among the Sai- 
gon government troops and 
Vietnamese students. 
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The White House disclosed 
yesterday the creation several 
weeks ago of a Cabinet com- 
mittee on controlling the in- 
ternational narcotics traffic. 
Secretary of State William 
P. Rogers, the chairman, said 
there have been three meet- 
ings with pleasing results and 
some successes. 

“hi my opinion," the Secre- 
tary told reporters, “it is the 
most important step that has 
been taken in the field of con- 


trol of drugs in the interna- 
tional sphere.” 

In terms of initial successes, 
Rogers mentioned control ef- 
•forts in Turkey — which has 
been biggest source of opium 
flowing into the United States 
- ~T ail and, Laos, Burma and 
Mexico. And he said that the 
U.S. ambassador to Cyprus, 
David IL Popper, has gone to 
more than 20 other nations to 
round up support. 

Rogers briefed reporters at 
the White House after press 
secretary Ronald L. Ziegler 
said President Nixon signed a 
memorandum setting up the 
' Cabinet committee shortly 
after leaving Washington Aug. 
17 for a speech-making trip 
across the country and a so- 


journ at: the "Western White 
House. There was no explana- 
tion of the delay in announc- 
ing the action. 

On the committee with the 
secretary are Attorney Gen- 
eral John N. IVlitchcll, Secre- 
tary of Defense Melvin R. 
Laird, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury John B. Connally,- United 
Nations Ambassador George 
Bush and Director Richard 
Helms of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. 
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Saigon, Sept. S (UP))-'— Maj. Gen. Ngo Dzu, one of South Vietnam’s top n 
commanders who was accused by an American congressman of playing a major 
the narcotics traffic, has been promoted to lieutenant general. 

The government news agency 


If cl 

nlitar 
role 2 


Vietnam Press f>aid today that 
33zu received his third star under 
ir derive signed by President Ngu- 
yen Van Tbicu. l)/u is commander 
of Military Region II which in- 
cludes the strategic central high- 
lands. . - 

D?,u was the seventh South 
Vietnamese army officer to win 
promotion to the three-star rank 
in the last week. One air force 
and one nacy officer won similar 
promotions. 

The presidential decree also 
withdrew the March 15, 1067, dis- 
charge for disciplinary reasons of 
Li. Gen. Nguyen Huu Co, once 
an acting prime minister and a 
leader in the 1963 military coup 
d'etat which overthrew the late 
President Ngo Dinh Diem. The 
decree will allow Co to receive 
rtirement pay. 

•Dzn was accused in July in a 
^speech on the floor of the U.S. 
House of Kepresentatitves ' of 
being a leader in the narcotics 
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traffic in South Vietnam. The 
charge, by Rein Robert Steele, 
(D-Conn.) was covered by con- 
cessional privilege, which pro- 
tects the accuser against suits 
for defamation. Dzu denied the 
acci Nation. Results of a defense 
. ministry investigation have not 
been made public. 

Steele last spring accompanied 
Rep. Morgan Murphy Jr., (D-I1L) 
through Southeast Mia on an in- 


vestigation of the narcotics traf- 
fic into U.S. military bases. Mur- 
phy did not join in- Steele's accu- 
sation against Dzu. 

Steele, reached in Vernon, 
Conn., by the Associated Press, 
said he found Dzivs promotion 
inconsistent with South Vietna- 
mese investigations into his in- 
volvement in narcotics. 

The promo toicn “appears to 
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YOUNG WORKER: publication way out,” the need for an anti- 
of.tbe Young Workers Libera- drug campaign among youth and 
tjon League. August, 1971; vol. v/hat the position of the Left and 
2 no. 5; 24> pages; 30c; edited by the YV/LL should be on legaliza- 
Roque. Rsstorucei. tion of drugs. 


' By DONNA R1STORUCCI 

The August issue of the Young 
Worker, publication of the Young 
Workers ■ Liberation- League, in* 
eludes an article on the sensitive 
and controversial subject of Jew- 
ish nationalism.' 

The article, “JDL — Defender 
of Jewish Youth?” by Marc Beal- 
lor. New York YWLL organiza- 
tional secretary and former mem- 
ber of a Zionist youth organiza- 
tion, analyzes the background and 
activities of the fascist Jewish 
Defense League, and its attempt 
to corrupt Jewish youth through 
racism and anti-Sovietism. 

The article attributes the dis- 
turbing amount of support the 
JDL has won among Jewish youth 
for its violent attacks on black 
youth, Communist and progres- 
sive organizations, and Soviet 
diplomats and for its other activi- 
ties in part to the “vacuum left 
among. Jewish youth” by the “do- 
nothingism of the Jewish estab- 
lishment.” . - 

Also of interest in the article, 
especially from the viewpoint of a 
Zionist, become Marxist, is the 
analysis of some of the “progres- 
sive” Zionist youth organizations 
as being unable to fight the tactics 
of the JDL because they “reject 
struggle in the U.S.” and because 
of their “basic adherence to Zion- 
ist ideology.” 

Another pertinent article, 

* ‘Capitalism’s New Religion,” 
was* written by Jim Bains from 
a Birmingham, Ala., jail, where 
he was serving a three-month 
sentence because of his anti-war- 
activities. The “new religion” it 
discusses is drugs. The article 
discloses CIA involvement in 
international drug traffic, and dis- 


The .unity of militant spirit run- 
ning through the Young Worker 
can immediately be seen in the 
cover and the titles of the articles. 
The simple, attractive cover has 
pictures of two' brilliant, cour- 
ageous and beautiful women, 
Madame Binh and Angela Dayis, 
with the slogans “U.S. Out — Set 
the Date!” and “Bail Now!” The 
titles, along with the v/ell-chosen 
pictures and cartoons, indicate at 
a glance a good balance of stories 
of action, analysis, humor, in- 
ternational and domestic issues, 
dealing with the questions that 
today niost occupy the thoughts of 
American youth. 

For young workers and other 
youth who support rank and file 
struggles in the shops, there is an 
article about the annual organ- 
izing conference of the AFL-CIO 
District Council of Riverside and 
San Bernardino in California, 
the , theme of which was ‘“Organ- 
izing Youth for the 70’ s.” It was 
written by a League member who 
participated in the .conference and 
projects the spirit of rising mili- 
tancy and dissatisfaction among 
the -young rank and filers there. 

If you read the last Young Work- 
er you’ll want to get this one, 
because it’s the only way you’ll 
be . able to find out the latest 
developments of “Dick Tricky” 
and “Weirdo Nagyou,” those real- 
life comic-strip* characters, 
in their attempts at splitting the 
“working mob.” . - ; 

Individual copies (30 cents) and 
’subscriptions ($3 for 1 year, $5 for 
two years) can be obtained from 
the Young Workers Liberation 
League, 29 West 15 St., New York 
City, mil . 


cusses the use of drugs as a “tool 
of monopoly in controlling the 
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White House Apology- -The 
White House has mailed let- 
ters of apology to 47 congres- 
sional interns from Connecti- 
cut who heard a presidential, 
aide call Rep. Bob Steele (R-- 
,Conn.) a “liar” and a “moron.” 
Brash, young Jeff Donfeld, 
who once worked for the 
Nixon law firm and paid court 
on Tricia Nixon, gave the- in- 
terns a narcotics briefing. One 
intern asked about Steele’s 
findings that 10 per cent of 
the GIs in Vietnam were heavy 
heroin users. Donfeld, who 
had come back from his own 
Vietnam visit with lower fig- 
ures, snapped that “'Steele is a 
liar” who acted like a “moron” 
in assembling his data, Steele, 
an experienced ex-CIA agent, 
was furious. Ilis plaints 
swiftly reached the White 
House. Although Donfeld orig- 
inally told us he would 
stick to his charges, he finally 
was compelled to eat crow. 
The White House mailed out 
the letters of apology to pla- 
cate Steele, then quietly pro- 
moted Donfeld to be assistant 
director of the President’s 
Special Action Office for Drug 
; Abuse Prevention. , 


/ 

/ 
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«„.A!tl»ttgh this catsrc series of &s- 
cus&lons was ‘'off the recoic”, the 
5;y.h]ec? of tiscv.ssior* for this particu- 
lar meet log was especial’)' sensitive 
‘rnd Subject to the previously an- 
nounced restrictions/* 

— C. Douglas Dillon ' 

By The Africa Research Groi*p 


The Central Intelligence Agency is 
one of the few governmental agencies 
.whose pubtic image has actually im- 
proved as a result of the publication of 
the Pentagon Papers. Despite disclo- 
sures of "The Agency’s" role in assassi- 
nations, sabotage, and coup d’etats 
consciously intended to subvert interna- 
tional law, America’s secret agentry 
has actually emerged in some quarters 
•with the veneration due prophets, or at 
least the respect. due its suggested effi- 
ciency and accuracy. 

, Virtually every newspaper editor, not 
to mention Daniel Ellsbsrg himself, has 
heaped praise on the CIA for the accu- 
racy of its estimates detailing the U.S. 
defeat in Vietnam. .Time and aghin, the 
Agency's "level headed professional- 
ism’’ has been contrasted with the esca-- 
lation-ovcrkill orientation of the Penta- 
gon or the President’s advisors. The 
editor of the Christian Science Monitor 
even called upon policy makers icvcon- 
sult the CIA more, calling it a “re- 
markably accurate source of informa- 
tion.” But such backhanded praise for 
conspirators confuses public under- 
standing of the important and closciy 
■ integrated role which the:ClA plays in 
‘advancing the Pax Americana on a 
■ i global scale. 

For -many, the Pentagon Papers 
provided a- first peek into the inne 


rivalries .'to be sure, but once the occa- 
sions arc reached at the lop they arc 
carried out with' the monolithic tone of 
state power. • 

The 'intelligence community now 
plays an expanded and critical role in 
creating and administering the real 
stuff of American foreign policy. CIA 
Director Richard Helms presides over a 
U.S. Intelligence Board which links the 
secret services of all government agen- 
cies, including the FBI. In the White 
House, Henry Kissinger presides over 
an expanded National Security Council 
structure which further centralizes 
covert foreign policy planning. It is he 
that the contingency plans are cooked 
up and the' “options" 'so carefully 
'worked out. It is in these closed cham- 
■bers. and strangclovian “situation 
rooms” that plans affecting the lives of 
millions are formulated for subsequent 
execution by a myriad of U.S. con- 
trolled agencies and agents. 

.Increasingly, these schemes rely on 
covert tactics whose full meaning is sel 
dom perceived by the people affected -r- 
be they Americans or people of foreign 
countries. The old empires, with, their 
colonial administrators- and civilizing 
mission have given way to the more 
subtle craftsman of intervention. Their 
manipulations take place in the front 
rooms of neo-colonial institutions and 
the parlors of dependent third world 
elites. In this world of rcalpoli tile,' ap- 
pearances arc often purposely deceptive 
and political stances intentionally mis- 
leading. The U.S. aggression in Viet- 
nam, lest anyone forget, began as a 
covert involvement largely engineered 
by the CIA. Similar covert interveii- 



piyviuvu ...... « ^ . ( 

sanctum of foreign policy making. As • tions now underway clscwncre in tac 


the government’s attempt to suppress 
the study illustrates, the people are not 
supposed to have access. to the real 
plans of their government. On close 
inspection, what emerges is not an “inv- 
isible government” but an indivisible 
system in which each agency offers its 
own specialized input, and is delegated 
its own slice of responsibility. Coordi- 
nated intcr-departmenlal agencies work 

out the division of imperial labor. There ~ 

are disagrccmeiriApipt6vecbFbirnRelegiE€} 2Qft1/fl8/07>: 


world may be fueling tomorrow’s Viet- 
nams. v . 

it. is for this reason that the Africa 
■ Research Group, an independent radi- 
• cal research collective, is. now making 
public major excerpts from a document 
which offers an informed insider’s view 
of the secret workings of the American 
intelligance apparatus abroad. Never 
v intended for publication, it was made 
available to the Group which will pub 


CIA manipulations. 

Richard Bisscil, the man who led the x 
Council discussion that night, was well 
equipped to talk about the CIA. A one- 
time Yale professor and' currently an 
executive of the United Aircrau Corpo- 
ration, Bisscil served as the CIA’s Dep- 
uty Director until he “resigned”- in the 
wake of the abortive 1961 invasion of 
/Cuba- The blue-ribbon group to which 
he spoke included -a- number of intellig- 
ence experts including Robert Amory, 
Jr.’ another former Deputy Director, 
and- the late CIA chief. Alien Dulles, 
Jong considered the grand old man of 
American espionage. lhc:r presence 
was important enough an occasion for 
international banker Douglas Dillon to 


♦The complete text of the document will 
be available for SI in late October from 
Africa Research Group, P.O. Box 213, 
[bridge, Mass. 02138. ■ , 
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Not a detail had been left to chance. 
The evening roll call was over and, in- 
side. the sturdy blockhouse at the Santa 
Marta Acnlitla Prison near Mexico City, 
all but live of the jails 125 guards were 
safely out oi the way- “Watching a movie 
called 'The Altar of Blood.” At tin's op- 
portune moment, a helicopter bearing 
the blue and white colors of tire Mexican 
Attorney General's office fluttered Into 
the prison courtyard. And with that,- two 
prisoners sprinted from a hiding place, 
jumped into the waiting chopper and 
vanished over the wall without a shot 
being fired. All in all, it was a remarkably 
well-executed escape from one of Mex- 
ico's toughest maximum-security prisons. 
But there was far more to it than that. 
For tire daring jailbreak marked the re- 
opening of an obscure but fascinating 
international mystery. 

Rumor: The escapees were a 41- 
year- old New York molasses dealer, Joel 
David Kaplan, who was serving a 30- 
year sentence for murder, and his cell- 
mate, Carlos Contreras Castro, 35, a con- 
victed counterfeiter. Just after the Bay of 
Pigs invasion ten years ago, Kaplan be- 
came the central figure in a bizarre in- 
ternational incident when, on the basis 
of shaky circumstantial evidence, he 
was extradited from Spain to Mexico on 
charges of having murdered a so-called 
‘“business associate,” Luis Vidal. At the 
time, there was widespread speculation 
that Kaplan was working for the Central 
Intelligence Agency. Indeed, rumor had 
it that lie had killed. Vidal in order to 
break up the sale of $140,000 worth of 
Mexican arms to the Caribbean Legion, a 
group dedicated to the overthrow of 
both left- and right-wing Latin American 
dictators. That speculation was fueled 
even further a few years later when the 
J.M. Kaplan Fund—hcacled by the fu- 
gitive's uncle— was identified by mem- 
bers of the U.S. Congress as a conduit 
for CIA funds. 

Naturally enough, many observers 
were quick to give the CIA credit for 
Kaplan's spectacular jailbreak. • Only the 
CIA, they contended, could have mas- 
terminded so involved and expensive 



Joel Kaplan: J^ong gone? 


a plot. And even Kaplan’s lawyer claimed 
that lie never for a minute doubted his 
client's affiliation with the CIA. But it 
was by no means an open-and-shut case. 
For other informed sources disputed the 
CIA theory entirely, suggesting that the 
escape had been hatched by another 
well-organized and well- financed secret 
organization— the Mafia. Far from being 
a U.S. agent, these insiders argued, Kap- 
lan was a kingpin in the illicit drug trade 
and had been freed from prison by his 
friends in the underworld. 

About the only thing that was certain 
was that Kaplan and Castro were long 
gone. Mexican officials said that their 
helicopter (allegedly piloted by an 
American named Ilarvcy Orville Daylc) 
had dropped the pair off in Aetopan, 
some 100 miles north of Mexico City. 
There, they switched to a light Cessna 
airplane rented earlier in the week in 
Phoenix, Ariz. Sometime later, the two 
fugitives parted company. Castro was 
said to have headed for freedom in Gua- 
temala, and Mexican police were busily 
checking out reports that Kaplan had 
flown north to Brownsville, Texas, and 
then on to Sausalito, Calif. And at the 
end of the week, FBI agents in San 
Francisco had repiortedly joined in the 
intensive search. 


t 
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• ' Ky TOiV5 P OLxJ j S. t and Arncios fled mainly into north* 

Henry Kissinger’s trip to Per,- crn Nepa j a fier .the 1959 revolt 

ing and the forthcoming visit of an( j simply took over the country 
President Nixon to the People s 3n conjunction with the CIA and / 

Republic of China are now get- us military in Nepal. As far as / 
ting tremendous publicity in the anybody knows, most of them arc 
13, S. nev/s media. Rut many ques-^ still there. e 

lions about this apparent tl.S.-PHC 3 > 'Paiwaii and CIA air bases: 
rapprochement remain uhansv/er- as evor yb 0 dy except the ordinary 
cd— at least, publicly*— anti the oe- American citizen knows, Taiwan 
tailed speculation in the U.S. j s headquarters for the CIA’s vast / 
press deliberately scorns to avoid a j r operations in Asia. The CIA 
these areas. They are the follow- base is at Tainan and is run by 
ing: a front organization called Air 

1 ) Northern Burma and Laos: Asia< wl - ]ic!) a ] so j ias an office in 
ever since the Chinese civil war, ( i 0Wi ^. 0 \vn Taipeh. Air Asia in 
the U.S. Central . Intelligence ^ urn j s a subsidiary of' Air Arne- v 
Agency has been deeply involved r j ca< the q A ]j ne Y :hich provides 
in this region just south of the all slipp3y anc ] transport runs for 
Chinese province with the roman- CIA operations in Laos, Burma, 
tic name of Yunnan, or ‘ Cloudy Thailand* Vietnam and Cambodia. 

South" province. In 1949, the'de- Air Amer ica has its offices in 
feated remnants 01 Chiang Kai- Okinawa; it is a Delaware corpo- 
shek's army crossed- over into ralioa v/ |th about 4.GC0 employees 
north Burma and Laos, seized 1Lslccl cn its records as working 
control of these outlying areas, j nAs ^ 

and began calling themselves the. ^ 2 ' CIA base at Tainan, in 
Yunnan Anli-Comrnunist,and Na- southwest Taiwan, was the teunch- 
tional Salvation Army. Actually,. ing - poh , t for a33 CIA operations 
they are the biggest opium deal- against the Chinese mainland, in- 
ers in Southeast Asia and they c ] lK jmg parachute drops and re- 

h . ave and armcd connaissancc flights. This is also 

since JS-W by the CIA. . wcll known . to everybody except 

In Laos, tne CIA organized, . , 

trained and equipped, the 00 , 090 - t^ Ammean people. - . 

man secret army led by Gen. the curious act is that the 

J i * U.S, news mama have not men- 

Pao, composed of his r.Ieo .. , it, , 4 , 

l ° tioiiec! a word about any of luese 

tribesmen followers, who ai e the areas _ an d ‘neither has the U.S. 

bigges opium smu^g u s i j- i ‘ government. The Chinese side has 

east Asia, ui > . W been completely silent about them 

that the CIA created this Ivieo asv/e ,j- 1 J • 

military force not only for use in 1A * . r TT o' 

i i ^ . A r Any real normalization of U.S.- 

Laos: in Yunnan, there are 4.5 J ... , , . „ 

mv 4 -. v ' r China relations demands that all 

million Meo tribesmen who form , ■ . . 

the most important national min- th ' se CIA O^.Lo.is be cnueJ- 

oritv in south China and who have * n< ! *" ot on V 1,1 China-ano tnat 

maintained their ties with their h ,e American people finally be 

relatives across the Laos border. °if the tru . th about thcm ,n de ' 

• 2) Tibet and 'northern Nepal: in tai1 - r. - ^ rrj 

1959, when revolt broke out among 

‘the Amdo and Khampa tribesmen 
of Tibet, it did not require great 
insight to see the CIA hand involv- 
ed in it. The Khampas were arm- 
ed. with brand .new U.S. equip- 
ment, including G1 fatigue uni- 
forms and thermoboots. Since both 
♦Tibetans and Chinese hate and 
fear the Khampas, the CIA made 
a serious political mistake in 

backing them, because everybody ‘ ; 

else allied against them. They did 
get the Dalai Larna, however, 
probably because lie is .of Amd'o, 

not TibAfiPB9i^fl 2001/08/07 : CIA-RDP80-01 601 R001 000070001 -6 

in China. About 20,000 Khampas 
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By Trudy Rubin 
^ correspondent of 
1 • The Christian Science Ifionitor 


♦Fort Collins, Colo, 


J 


He saia tne incursions were made at Lai added “it is inconceivable that this much 
Chau in tne northern tip of >^aos and Muon" opium could be transported on American 
Sing, also in northern Laos, and that the aircraft without their superiors knowing it. 1 ; 
'units moved about 50 to75 kilometers north , . . • ' 

and northwest into a large ccen area touch- ,“ Tr - M ? nd s ? ld h ? h:,d , nev 5 Personally 



northern Laos, according to a former Green 
Beret captain.. 


/ 


Lee Mond, now a student at Newark, N.J., 
State College and a delegate to the National 
Student Association Congress here says 
“no Americans have crossed the Chinese 
border.” However, the CIA recruited ethnic 



itary personnel. They indicated that it was being flown in. 

He also served with the 101st Airborne in ^ took it for granted that since they were 
Vietnam. . • relating this, they had firsthand knowledge.’ 1 

The former captain cited as one main V/hile in Thailand Mr. Mond’s unhappi- 

Lacs and Chinese for the crossings. In ad- reason for his disaffection with American nc ?s with the drug problem led him to 
dition, he maintains the CIA “directed re- policies the massive flood of dru^s pourin'? w * i te a letter in iipril, 19/0, to the com* 
connaissancc missions and monitored oper- out of Lacs into Thailand and- then into the £ ar : doi \°? U 'S-. Army Support Forces in 
ations along, the Chinese border." han d S of American troops. ^ v”™ \ . that .. b f 

‘ tween 10 and 15 percent of tne junior ennst- 

EinoHemaJ speeds ■ ' • 


i 


Mr. Mond repeated in an interview with 
the Monitor- charges he first aired at a 


percent ot tne jui 
ed men on his base used hard drugs daily. 
He also - initiated a drug rehabilitation 


He charged that the CIA “actively enccur-^yPr°Sram on his base. 



lay, 


The tall, black veteran of seven 'years, ■ tbe agency recruits as mercenaries. 


seven months service who left the Army in He Inter qualified this statement by add- 
June, 1970, after being wounded three times jng, “perhaps they (CIA) don’t always need 
winner of the Silver Star and three Bronze to encourage them (the M on ta guards) to 
Stars — struggled v/ith his emotions as .he grow poppies because it is so lucrative.” He 
told the cheering NSA delegates on Monday added, “But I am sure they don’t discourage 
that he had “made up my mind after a year them. If they cut off this -source of inegrne, 
of deliberations to disclose.this information they would have to support the tribesmen 
because these things were part of an on- far beyond what they are paying them now.” 

philosophy^! • • • the executive branen M n Mond also charged that the opium is 
o. tms country.^ often flown illicitly to major populations in 

Mr. Mond said that about 3, COO Chinese Laos by Air America, a private airline said 
were in northern Laos when he was in to be controlled by the CIA. “Opium comes 
Thailand from June, 1969, to June, 1370, and out of the Plain of Jars catch as catch can*” 
that they then controlled the quarter of the he said in an interview with the Monitor, 
country north of the royal capital Luang “but ..from Moving Suoi, a major CIA baoe 
Prabang. ' ° which has an airstrip, ... I am aware that 

The majority were engineers, building a pilots would fly ^ it down to Vientiane fo> 
north-south road from. China to Luang Pra- their own profit.” 


j 


bang. He said “studies indicate” that they 


hoped to push down to Vientiane, the pres- carry drugs 

ent provisional capital. , ■ .He said he “knew” that Air America was 

Chinese infantry units were in Laos to flying opium from Vientiane to Udon Thant 
protect the road builders, he added, and on the southern Lao border from where it 
antiaircraft installations were built in Lacs would be, transported to Bangkok and per- 
to protect them. ha2^s on to the United States. He said that 

. v the base at Udon had one of the biggest drug 
Incursions described • .problems of anyU.S. base. 

The incursions were aimed at watching Mr. Mond said he could not say whetner 
Chinese movements, ac cA^pro^ct:FproBBleasC2Oaii/08/O)7 :UGIAJRBR8©*Of$0l R001 000070001 -6 
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By $pck Anderson 

In the secret war against 
narcotics, the United States 
may send Mi ssion Imp ossibl e 
operatives, possibly criminals, 
to destroy opium laboratories 
in foreign 1 acids. 

Or the United States may 
■undercut thve smugglers by 
flooding the market with 
harmless heroni substitutes or 
may simply cut ibid them in 
bribing high foreign officials 
who protect the* cl rug trade. 

These despenate mca.su res 
| were .taken up* at a secret 
strategy conference called by 
Hi e State Department last 
April in Bangkok. Foreign 
■ service officers, military rep* 
resen tatives and narcotics 
agents slipped inVo Bangkok 
quietly from Hong. Kong, Hon- 
olulu, Manila, Phr.»m Penh, 
Kangoon, Saigon ami Vienti- 
ane. 

They agreed tha£ “c.xtra- 
legal action” may be receded to 
combat the narcotics jnenaeo. 
A 'classified, if] -page sivmrnary 
I of their discussions suggests: 

! ‘“Flooding markets with 
'harmless or aggravating her- 
oin substitutes to dcstiw the 
: trade’s credibility with abu- 
sers; destruction of factories 
through use of criminal rm at. 
least non- official elernmts; 
payoffs of corrupt officials as 
; an income substitute; alidade- 
foliation, * 

“Any extra-legal action mof 
course highly problematical,” 
stresses the .summary, “but tm- 


urgency of the problem sug- 
gests that . unusual steps 
should not be rejected out of 
hand. . Several of the pre- 
ceding areas would depend on 
Washington support or could 
be better implemented with 
Washington in vol vein en t. 

The conferees also agreed at 
Bangkok that Asian narcotics 
are reaching the U.S. through 
three “'systems:” 

e “Okinawa System” — GI’s 
and ex-GFs, “allied 'with a few 
local Okinawans,” get heroin 
from Bangkok and transship it 
to the United States. 

* "Thailand System” — “JIct 
tired U.S. servicemen” and 
“camp followers,” who operate 
gambling rings and other rack- 
ets in Thailand, have now 
built up a thriving narcotics 
business. GI's on active duty 
help tbg* gang smuggle “large 
quantities of heroin- to the 
United States.” 

* “Philippines System” — 
Filipinos are recruited to 
“body-pack” nearly pure her- 
oin from Ilong Kong to the 
United States, sometimes by 
way of Europe. 

Footnote: while the strate- 
gists in Bangkok were consid- 
ering drastic means to curb 
the drug traffic, administra- 
tion think-tank men in Wash- 
ington came up with another 
unusual proposal. They have 
suggested using CIA agents^ 
now marking time because of 
the cutbacks in Southeast 
Asia, to t circulate among the 


Moos and other tribesmen 
they helped line up to fight 
the Communists. But .the new 
CIA mission would be to per- 
suade or pay. the hill people 
to stop growing opium. 

— V/ n sh in jv t on Win rl- — 

House Hold-Off — Last 
year, Congress enacted only 
half of the 1*1 basic appropria- 
tions bills'- by the November 
elections,. The now House lead- 
ers started off this year deter- 
mined to introduce more effi- 
ciency to the House. Louis- 
iana’s Hale Boggs, the new 
Democratic leader, broke all 
precedents by calling for ses- 
sions on Fridays, This upset 
the Tucsd ay-t o-Thursd ay Club, 
which likes long weekends. 
After only two Friday sessions 
in Juno, Boggs gave up. House 
members, now taking a recess 
until Sept. 8, are talking about 
winding up their work in Oc- 
tober. This time, they’ll com- 
plete all the appropriations 
bills. But they aren’t likely to 
pass much vital legislation. 

Nixon’s Law Firm — Ticp. 
Morris K, Udall (D- Ark.) paid 
a quiet visit to Wall Street 
"this week to snoop under the 
plush rugs of the bonding 
firms. Bond underwriting has 
become the special preserve of 
f k few attorneys and under- 
writers with an inside track. 
Udall is trying to find out how 
big their rake-off has been 
from the government and 


whether the government has 
gotten its money’s worth. He is 
particularly suspicious over 
the selection of President Nix- 
on’s former law firm to handle 
the legal formalities for thd 
$250 million postal bond issue. 
At the customary 1 per cent 
fee, the Nixon firm (now 
kludge, Bose, Guthrie and Al- 
exander) will wind up with a 
$2.5 million windfall. Inciden- 
tally, bond work used to be 
the specially of Attorney Gen- 
eral John Mitchell, who was 
one of Nixon’s partners in 
the firm. . 

Conscience of Semite — 
Son. John Stcnnis (J>JUiss), 
known as the Conscience of 
the Senate, presides over the 
Ethics Committee, which regu- 
lates Senate conduct. Yet it 
has been whispered that he 
made off with furnishings 
from the original Senate 
chamber, including a grand 
chandelier which once hung in 
the historic old room. tVc in- 
vestigated and found the whis- 
pers '-highly exaggerated. AH 
Stcnnis got were some bargain 
antiques. He paid $35 for an 
old table with three legs and 
$10 apiece for a couple of 
chairs. It cost him a few more 
dollars to get the table re- 
stored. Last month, he packed 
off his historic antiques to his 
home in Mississippi. 

<£> 1971, HcU-McCliue Syndicate, Inc. ^ 
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Saigon (/PL-A m c r i c a n s 
charged with the task of com- 
batting the heroin traffic in Viet- 
nam find themselves with few 
•real weapons for a fight that is 
only now beginning. 

“We didn’t give a damn about 
the. drug business as long as 
only Asians were using the 


the narcotics pipeline run by a 
Chinese ring that buys the raw 
opium in the hills and pays off 
all down the line, from the time 
the black gum is processed into 
heroin to its being sold in tiny 
plastic vials to “ 
streets of Saigon. 


“pul then what we will end up 
with is rules, just rules/’ com- 
mented a U.S. official in Vienti- 
ane. ' ,# Now who is going to en- 


force them?'" 

American officials say that a 
GTs on the 'concerted police' effort ’in Laos 
could run to ground the Chinese 


Jhc huge profits of the racket opera! ni 



< ; , r , . . , rn . , And in Bangkok, Americans 

Why, in the mid-GO's when S av that the Thais just do not 
the war disrupted the traditions have the police, resources to 
haulage louces, tne CLs orderedy c j evo [ e ( 0 a realistic drug-sup- 
Air America to assist the loyaFip rc «j 0n effort 
Mco tribesmen by flying theirjj Thailand is' the major drug 


v i UUil , L llitical reasons, 
enough hard facts to adequately) 

crackdown.” 

12,000 To 37,000 Users 
In the first three months of! 

| this year- United Slates military j 
! authorities 
' user; 
as 

-Of W iu. xuc i^tmiciu: u» vTi .sionm Vientiane, "Tnat tact can Hr-him* fommnntet 
drug-users ranges from 12,000 loj be documented. The CIA have kthe countmkK ” g 1 
as many as 37,000 of the quur-j since got out of the business.” 

Iter-million-man American force j what the United Stales finds 
jin wetnam. , p se ]f ) 5eS [ able to do is first to 



Americans in Thailand say j warn GI\s against drug usage, 
that even (hough the death pen-) then to treat those addicted, and 
ally for opium processing has- forcefully prevail upon the Vict- 
, been in effect for 10 years, ; nnrnese government to toughen 
onigs roll through that country ]= the weak narcotics suppression 
in ton lots past border check- 1 hw*s 

W ’ President Thicu obliged this 

»a,‘ 0 l- & rawl T% " t; i week with a bill instituting the 
n o e the shipments on to Vict-is dcalb for importers and 


man. 


And in Laos, a major growing, l! r ;‘ np . t . 
coilccUng and processing areal 1 American official 


Overlaying the whole suppres- 
sion problem is (he tolerance 
among Asians toward drugs, 
and (he integral place the nar- 
cotics' business occupies in the 
traditional patterns of smug- 
gling iji Southeast Asia. 

“To effectively stamp out her- 
oin, wc would have to change 
the economic patterns of Asia. 
The governments of Laos, Thai- 
land and South Vietnam are run 

peddlers belonging to organized jby officials who are required to 


for the Vietnam trade, Ameri-; 
cans arc shaking their heads in; 
perplexity over ways to bring j 
about the crackdown demanded 
by the White. House. 

Senior Lao generals have beeiq 
named as being incriminated in; 


j scoop out large doses of cash 
in Laos ! from the system to buy alie- 
havc. helped draw tip a bill that jgtenee and pay political fa- 
finally outlaws opium growing j voi'S,” said a U.S. official with 
and smoking, and this is expect- jlong experience in Vietnam. 


ed to be passed soon by the 
National Assembly. 


“At (his stage of the game, 
with A?nerieans getting out of 
Vietnam, we have less leverage 
than ever before. Maybe the 
only way to handle the problem 
is to pay officials the cash they 
would lose in cutting out the 
drug traffic, and I doubt the 
U.S. Congress would go along 
with that/’ he added,. 
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.sia'ns Do uhtTfmt IJ. Si- 
an Halt Heroin Flow 


By. HENRY KAMM.:. . 

Spec!?, I to The New York Times 


; BANGKOK, Thailand, Aug. 10 
—Formidable obstacles can 
front the United States in its 
efforts to halt the flow of 
heroin to its troops iji Vietnam 
and to prevent Southeast Asian 
heroin from moving into the 
American market to fill the. gap 
that may be left if the traffic 
from the Middle East is con- 
tained. 

American officials, aware of 
the high priority President 
Nixon attaches to the program, 
display determined hopefulness 
that the flow can be significant- 
ly reduced, at least while Amer- 
ican troops remain in south 
Vietnam. - - 

Asian officials, on the other 
hand, are openly doubtful of 
the chances of even limited 
success over a short term. They 
express growing concern that! 
a problem that they had consid-j 
ered primarily American may 
also be on the rise among their! 
own people. They see thef 
[search for a solution— if indeed < 
one can be found — as a process 
that will take years. 

The Asians agree with Amer- 
ican officials that with in- 
creased United States assistance; 
they can. intercept a greater! 
share 'of the traffic in opium 
and its derivatives from the 
'contiguous growing areas in the 
mountains of, northeastern 
Burma, northern Thailand and 
northwestern Laos. But they 
believe that both supply and de- 
mand are so great and the prof- 
its so temptingly high that the 
supply and the demand will re- 
gain more or less in' balance 
until one or the other can be 
controlled. 

■ In a month of inquiry in 
Thailand, and Laos it was possi- 
ble to get a reasonably, full pic- 
ture of how the sap of the 
seeded pod of Papavcr somnif- 
crym, the opium poppy, moves 
■from the mountain tribesmen 
who cultivate and harvest it, is 
(Converted into heroin and 

reaches the consumer. Much 
vagueness was encountered, 
based both on secretiveness juwUj 
| on a. lack of knowledge. 


Among American officials,! 
whose information - gathering 
capacity in Laos and Thailand 
is believed to surpass that of 
the national Governments by 
far, there was reluctance to dis- 
cuss pertinent information that 
contrasts with the declared view 
of officials in Washington that 
exposure of the problem, is in 
the national interest. 

The principal factors behind 
Asian skepticism over the out- 
look for short-term success are 
these: 

£jThe main growing area?-— 

the Shan State in Burma is in 

open rebellion against the Gov- 
ernment in Rangoon, which ex- 
ercises little control in the re- 
mote and inaccessible region. 

fjThe growing areas in Thai- 
land and Laos arc contested by 
rebel and bandit groups that 
make Government action ex- 
tremely difficult. 

fjThe borders between the 
three, countries, run through 
densely junglcd mountains and 
effective control is not exer- 
cised except at certain crossing 
points. 

L 1 Opium is in most cases the 
growers' only cash crop and. no 
substitutes with comparable re- 
turn are* ava i 1 able. 

QThe trading networks are 
so firmly established and their 
links with Government and 
military officials who provide 
protection and tolerance so 
close that the Burmese Govern- 
ment is believed to be resigned 
to its inability to act and the 
Thai and Laotian Governments 
at a loss on how to carry out 
their new-found desire to act. 

Habit of Unpopular Minorities 

The historical view of opium 
and its use among Southeast 
Asian officials has been that, it 
provides profits for them from 
an admittedly bad habit that 
has been largely limited to un- 
popular minorities: the' over- 
seas Chinese, mainly coolies, 
and mountain tribesmen. Both, 
groups sought refuge from pov- 
erty and hard labor and the 
absence of. other, medicines to 
make them forget pain and ill- 
ness. 

About three-fourths of the 
production is consumed in 
Southeast Asia, in the growing 
regions and in cities of- heavy 
addiction such as Hong Kong 
and Bangkok. But now, by 
bringing. an eager sectoral the 

fiter 2QMm 

into Southeast Asia in the form 


of the American soldier in Viet- 
nam, the. trade picture i.s being 
distorted. . . / ../ 

"Over the last - year,” a 
knowledgeable intelligence of- 
ficial in Washington said, "the 
production of heroin- in South- 
east Asia, has risen out of sight.” 

/ White heroin, refined to a- 
purity of about 9S per cent, 
is the most luxurious opium 
product and the only one with 
appeal to American consumers, 
at home and abroad. Asian 
opium or heroin users are con- 
tent, at the most expensive, 
with cheaper purple heroin suit- 
bie only for smoking, not in- 
jection. 

More Wiiite Heroin T reduced 


Their principal contact with 
the world, apart from the occa- 
sional patrols of Government or 
aiiti-Govcrnment soldiers, a;:c 
Chinese traders, who sell them 
arms, ammunition, patent, medi- 
cines, tools and other utensils: 
Early in the year the traders 
come to buy the opium that lias 
just been harvested. 

Many of the traders, accord- 
ing to the best available ac- 
counts, are small operators. 
After this stage in the chain 
of distribution there is little 
room for any tiling but potent 
organizations. The most potent 
are the groups that have their, 
origin in remnants of* Chinese' 
Nationalist armies that sought’ 
refuge just across China's bor- 


Only since the discovery of c ^ er Y^h Burma, after the Com- 


the American market in Viet- 
nam have Asian traders and 
processors begun to produce 


rnunis t victory in 1949. 

According to the the 

two groups, operating from 


significant quantities' of white ; kase camps in ihahand, dom- 
heroin. , . male more than 80 per cent of 

’ * i . j.:,, the traffic from the .Shan State 

Cbumaten piOiit. on j as a resu ft 0 f their control of 
a kiloguun {.,2 pouno.s) of Mr jp roughly 75 miles long 

in the extreme north of* Thai- 


heroin between the grower of 
the required poppies and the 
user is put at more than. $200,- 
000, people in the early, stages 
in the complicated distribution 
network are increasingly find- 
ing their best interest in refin- 1 
ing the opium to the most, 
profitable state themselves. 


land along the Burmese border. 

The group that derives from 
the Chinese Nationalist Fifth 
Army, the larger of the two 
forces, is commanded by Tuan | 
Shi-weri. He has about. 1,800' 
men, informed Western sources 
, say, only about a tenth of them 
The result has been a growth* trained soldiers and the rest 
of refineries close to where the; Ml tribesmen hired as smug- 
poppies bloom. The Central In- Jders. ' 
teliigence Agency has identified' " *. , f 

seven installations capable of 1 

producing white heroin in the 1 : The sources reported _ that 


i to Irregular Bands 


Burmese-Laotian border region 
where none had been known 
a year ago. 

With the United States urging 
the cooperation of the opium- 
producing countries to suppress 
the trade, Asian officials believe 
that increasingly more refining 
will be. done in the inaccessible 
border region to reduce the bulk 
and detectability of the product 
to be taken to market. 

In the green mountains on 
whose slopes and valleys the 
poppies grow, the Government's 
writs, in so far as they run at 
all, run as far as. do the roads 
— of which there are scarcely 
any. 

Except for Poppies, SN.f- 
' Sufficient 


General Tuan, from his bead- 
quarters at Mac Salong com- 
mands 11 operating units in 
the Shan State that, in turn, 
command a number of friendly 
irregular bands in Burma with 
which the general has- con- 
cluded alliances. 

The second group, from the 
former Third Army, is com- 
manded by Li Wen-IIuan, who 
was reported to have about 
1,400 men, also consisting 
largely of hired tribesmen. 
Their* headquarters is at Tam 
Ngop,. with seven operating 
units in Burma up to the Chi- 
nese border. 

A third Chinese group, known 
as tiie First Independent Unit, 
received financial support from 


.Taiwan through the Chinese 
The growers — be they Meo, Nationalist Embassy here longer 
Yao/Lisu, Labu; Akha, Kacliin, than the others and, according 
Karen or any of the other to informed sources, may still 
mountain peoples — live in small be doing so. The sources said 
villages largely apart from the that the unit also received arms 



They eat the rice and vege 
tables they grow, make most of 
their own cloth and depend on 
the poppies they raise for most 


Commanded by Ma Ching-ko, 
the unit has a -well-trained 
force of about 400. The sources 


Wt n int - eUiBence 
of life. i 


y 
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’ . " By PETER ARNETT 
* • -and BERNARD GAVXER 

Associated Press 

SAIG- ON— America’s GI heroin 
users are at the Vietnam end of 
an intricately organized • dope 
pipeline that begins in the poppy 
fields of the Himalayas and is 
tolerated, and sometimes aided, 
by government officals and sol- 
diers of three nations on its jour- 
ney to the streets of Saigon. 

Alarmed by widespread use of 
drugs among American service- 
men, the United States is putting 
on vast pressure to curb the 
traffic, but finds itself bucking a 
way of life that has endured for 
a century. 

An Associated Press investiga- 
tion of how drugs move through 
Southeast Asia produces these 
major findings: 

o A Chinese “mafia” domi- 
nates the durg traffic. It oper- 
ates a complex family-style net- 
work out of a dozen Asian cities, 
paying off all the way: to the 
military rebels whose caravans 
gather the opium gum grown by 
Meo farmers, to the Lao soldiers 
who guard the secluded heroin 
r c f i li e r i e s along mountain 
s t r e a rn s, through customs 
checkpoints and roadblocks in 
Thailand; to fishing boat owners 
and truck drivers in Indochinese 
villages, and finally to some 
South Vietnamese generals who 
allow the traffic to continue, 
right under their noses in Sai- 
gon. 

o Though the opium trade in 
the Orient is a hundred years 
old, ( U.S. attention has centered 
on it in the past year only be- 
cause of the spreading use of 
heroin among young soldiers in 
Vietnam. American officials in 
Laos, South Vietnam and Thai- 
land say on the record the traf- 
fic is being suppressed, but 
many despair of making a seri- 
ous dent in the business soon 


oOn mainly concerned with 
supplying smoking opium and a 
relatively poor grade of smoking 
heroin, the Southeast Asian nar- 
cotics traffic has evolved in the 
last, year or so into a semisophis- 
tieated racket that some offi- 
cials say is ready to expand and 
follow the GIs home to the Unit- 
ed Slates if Mideast and Europe- 
an sources' of heroin there dry 
up. 

150,000 Doses a Week? 

* cThe flow to GIs in Vietnam 
is appreciable by any standards. 
Col. Lee Doc Huong, head of 
narcotics investigation for South 
Vietnam said on the basis of 
seizure that it could readily be 
50 kilograms a week, about 
150,000 doses. 

To measure the networks with- 1 
in Southeast Asia’s drug traffic, 
we journeyed around the world, 
from the Bureau of Narcotics 
and Dangerous Drugs in Wash- 
ington, to Interpol, the interna- 
tional police agency, jn Paris, 
and to narcotics bureaus and 
study centers in Saigon, Bang- 
kok, Hong Kong and Vientiane. 

We traced the 100-year-old 
drug routes in the “Golden 
Triangle”— the key Southeast 
Asian cultivation center where : 
Burma, Laos and Thailand meet 
in a checkerboard of misty 
mountains inhabited by bandit 
gangs. 

Supply Plentiful 

We went where opium is 
grown, where it is processed and 
where it is used. We watched 
American GIs smoking heroin in 
Saigon while the peddlers and 
bar girls they purchased it from 
danced around them in constant 
attendance, always proffering 
more at $5 a barrel— one third of 
a grain, pure. 

While the war is fought in 
eastern Laos, the dope pipeline 
begins' in peace on the green 

and 


* system and quite another to; Thai villages. In these places the 
?.ak through the layers of pro-j Meo families developed l lie op- 

firm nitn nlifam nnrnos srnm a * t i r 


because it is one tiling to know! hillsides of Burmese, Lao 

the <r' 1 — '■"' 1 — - - 

break 

tection and obtain names and 
evidence. 

o The parcotics traffic is 
so deeply woven into the social, 

’political, and economic fabric of 
Southeast Asia that it is a sort of 
cottage industry upon which 
many people depend for liveli- 
hoods. It is not generally con- 
here as wrong to deal 


ceived of 
in drugs. 


the route; a kilo of heroin selling 
in Saigon for $10,000 from an 
investment of only $350 in the 
raw opium needed to produce it. 

Mules Employed 

The trek from the remote vil- 
lages goes through mountains 
and valleys, along hi elded paths 
and ancient roadways, all lead- 
ing to the 21 processing plants 
near the borders of Thailand and 
Laos. 

Huge caravans of up to 300 
pack mules are sometimes used., 
jin the assembly of these mighty 
caravans, the major opium deal- 
ers become involved. • They are 
the Chu Chow Chinese, the 
shrewd, successful businessmen 
who came from’ a small, harsh 
region— in their case the Fukien 
coast of China— and fanned out 
as families to all the neighboring 
nations of Asia. 

Official assistance is required 
along the transportation route, 
and that is where tlie next pay- 
offs are made: to customs offi- 
cials, local military garrisons 
and police. 

Then the Payoffs 

Major payoffs arc made at the 
next stage of the traffic: the 
f a r in hou se-si zed process* ng 

plants tucked discreetly -along 
streams and on hillsides. Here 
the raw opium is refined into 
morphine blocks and low-grade 
purple heroin favored by Asian 
addicts, or the top grade IE her- 
oin used exclusively by the 
Americans. The payoffs at the 
processing plants are for protec- 
tion by troops. 

A senior Lao general, Ouane 
Rathikone, named in a special 
report to the U.S. Congress as 
being involved in the opium 
business, “protected” two heroin 
refineries at Ban Houei Sai with 
Lao troops loyal to him, accord- 
ing to informants in Vientiane. 
Rathikone has retired but faces 
no charges. 

The next big payoffs come in! 
moving the finished heroin prod- 
uct by truck through many road- 
blocks sprinkled on Thailand’s 
highways to the coast, or by 
plane to Vientiane. American in- 


ium crop. A typical family i 
might have as much as two 
acres of opium in a year. - 

When the opium is harvested reports ” rcpe<rtcdfy 

it stops being a f a m 1 1 y have charged the Royal Lao Air . 
enterprise— a cottage industry of Force with carrying opium and i 
sorts. Chinese traders collect the heroin from Ban Houei Sai, and 1 
production, paying the equiva- from a new airstrip in the Shan 
lent of from $20 to $40 per kilo, states at Pong in Laos. ; 

or 2.2 pounds. Prices for the Travelers Also Used r 
drug rise astronomically along navciei* 
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moves by plane through the 
southern Lao town of Pakse to 
Saigon and Nha Trang. 

The U.S. Embassy in Saigon 
has incriminating dossiers on 
many South Vietnamese officials, 
and recently sent 78 of them to 
President Nguyen Van Thieu for 
action. American officials with 
access to these files said they 
were, complied by the CIA and 
include corr u p t i o n charges 
against six senior officers in the 
military. 

The charges are of a typo that 
would mean certain court- 
martial for a general. officer in 
the American army. As with so 
many other things in Vietnam, 
the Western model cannot auto- 
matically be substituted for the 
Asian reality. Patronage, politi- 
cal necessity, old alliances 
formed m war or commerce all 
play a role. 

Police Criticized 

] 

The chief of police, Gen. Tran! 
Thanh Phong, has total police; 
power. Yet, American investiga-j 
tors complain that when ped- 
dlers incriminate dealers there 
is no followup of American com- 
plaints to Phong. 

Vietnamese Air Force planes, 
according to the best-informed 
Americans, fly to Pakse in 
southern Laos and return with! 
dope. 

“But how do you nail the Viet- 
namese Air Force?” one Ameri- 
can investigator complained. 
“The retailers say they bought it 
from a pilot, and if we arrest 
him the Air Force bombs the 
police headquarters, and there is 
nothing we can do about it.” 

In Vietnam, the. main effort by 
U.S. military authorities is to 
persuade Gis to avoid the drug* 
and to treat and rehabilitate 
those already hooked. Estimates, 
of users range from 5 percent to 
15 percent, the high figure repre- 
senting some 37,500 soldiers. 

U.S. officials also arc pressur- 
ing the Vietnamese to crack 
down on peddlers to make it 
harder for Gis to get heroin. 

O u t s i d e Vietnam, where 
American leverage is weaker, 
governments have been asked to 
crack down on the traffic, but 
American agents expect few re- 
sults. The Laos National Assem- 
bly is soon expected to pass a 
bill outlawing opium growing 
and smoking, but both Thailand 
aiajLjVMuam have had similar 
Tcgfsmron mr years, with little 
effect. |, 
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BY'ALDOB33CKMAN . ' 

ICliicji^o Trituao Press S-:*iyics1 

- WASHINGTON, July M-Thex i 

White House doesn’t often go ] i 
out of its way to pacify a j i 
freshman, congressman, .but i 
then it isn’t often, either, that a 1 
White House aide describes -a' t 
Republican lawmaker as a i 
“moron auditor.” > * 

A luncheon earlier this week, ( ; 
put together by Cl a r k M ac- ■ 
Gregor, counsel to. the Presi- i 
dent fer congressional rela- 
tions, was held in the 
conference room adjacent to 
the. basement While House 
mess. ' 

Legislator Is Guest 
/* Rep. ' Robert Steele lR., 
Cohn.], a 32-year- old former 
C enlral Intelligence Agency 
agent, was the guest of honor. ; 
The hosts wore such' elite j 
administration officials as John ; 
Ehrllehman, President Nixon’s 
top domestic advisor; counselor. 
Donald Rumsfeld; Hr. Jerome j 
Jaffe, the new antidrug chief; j 
congressional . relations chief 
William Timmons, and ■ Egil 
Krogh, Ehrlicluuanks top aide, 
who is the ranking staff man in 
the President’s fight against 
drug abuse. 

The sole purpose of the 
luncheon, ironically set up 

- before Steele was attacked as a 
“’moron and liar” by a White 
House aide three days earlier, 
was to heal the growing breach 
between the administration and j 
Steele over the extent of ^ the | 

• drug problem among American 
servicemen in Viet Nam. 

Steele visited South Viet Nam 
last April, along . with Rep. 
Morgan Murphy [D., III.], on a 
fact-finding tour, and came 
back with reports of wide- 
spread use of heroin among 
American servicemen there. . ■ 

Murphy, a Chicago attorney,' 
wrote most of the reports and- 
testified before several con- 
gressional committees b u t , 
partly out of fear that lie might 
become a tool of antiwar 
. activists,, slued away from 
exploiting the fiftfiJSHTiPved Fo^ 


Publicizes Vludiiiijs | heroin. The fignre was 
Steele, prominently men- ij like 15 pev cent, - 
lionecl as .a potential candidate | tended. 

next year for the United States . Steele y/as so u. *«* •■■* ■ h tte . 
Senate seat now- hold by Sen. achnunsUtition ^ p | 


Senate seat now hold by Sen. acummsuanon ^ ‘ J /V p j 

Abraham Ribicoff [D., ConnJ, privately l°lioSe minorll , 
harbored, no such . corapunc- r m\l IK.> 1 '- ''' ; i ’. ; VA , vr .[ r , ! i v 1 
liens. He felt, that the facts ily leader,; loul^ 


' should . be made .public and 
should be known. as widely as 
possible. 


^rnpfthfeeil with Steele over : 

treatment -he receive*, nut; 
urged him to try and make , 


U.'MW 

first to a combined meeting of over the explore tU 1 1 
the White House’s .. National bo Steele <• ' ^'V;: 

Security Council and the Do- MacGregor si^uan-n to lumh , 
meslic Council, but was urged at ; 


to hold off. any more action on 
it, since the admiuistvalion was 
about to release its own pro- 


MaeGreaor began calling lus • 
•Vv'hi'.o House colleagues at j 
midweek in an effort to get , 


aoouc to release iw. own pn- Mmvinv—sf 

gram aimed at curbing the thorn vOgetbu _ \ » 0 

drug .problem, both in the day that tne gWaXjg u ’ n ^j 
United States and among slay at « .^ayi 1 «nul 
, American servicemen abroad. , midaf.eruoon-n^ ( * J fnl 

After that session, some, S cob mlA S**^™'* 
White House officials : said W ' 0, Wg l 'W ‘ 


: White House officials ' said 
privately . that Steele ■ Iiati no 
information, that the White 
House did not already know 


Called a Moron • 

In the meantime, on Friday 
afternoon, Donfold called Steele 


about and that ‘attitude appar- a moron ana a bar.. As tno .0 1 u 
ently vot thru loud and clear to add political injury to insult, 
the young lawmaker, who felt the remark >va.s jnac.c to f 
that he was being shunted into, group o f Connecticiu higii 
the background by the While school and college s ua.nts .mo 
t t 0 'i-g * ■ * were- m Washington fei a 

" - • Complains About Aide seminar sponsored by Comec- 

Steele was particularly upset Ucuts uirts Republican ..\v- 
vn -f], Tnffppv Do^teld a PS-vear- /makers, mclucnug StLOjC.. 

who worked closely with Kroghj ?teelc for hu vi 

in the Ni v on drir" ! 1^ iiucivie»v 1m .jjfiiply i 

Cox :? ; “i'ta K‘ ted more ! 

eoKteceiding t*i ‘ obiiSei self-coolrol," he conceded. • jt 
toward him, Steele complained; Hontekt sain, he had be.m! 
privately. • ‘ ' ; | working on the .drug proolem 

So Steele continued to speak ’for more than two years and 
out on 'findings of the - Viet ' felt .that Steele’s contention that 
Nam mission he and Murphy 15 per ccut of all American 
undertook suggesting that the .servicemen in Viet Nam are 
only way to" stoo : the drug addicted to heroin was not only 
| problem was to- get all Amen- inaccurate, but unfair to all 
cans out, of Southeast 'Asia . servicemen and their families, 
immediately. -' “I was frustrated by this kind. 

' Last' week'; ‘Steele issued a' of maligning of American serv-j 
press release challenging the icemen,” Donfekl said.' “It was : 
findings of Jaffe, who found not the case.” - - j 

that about 4.5. per . cent -of 
American" servicemen leaving 

^tea^i20a«08«}17uctG1AtRDP80-01 601 R001 000070001- 


Ronfekl Not Invited 

At the White House luncheon, 
which Donfeld was not asked to ' 
attend, there was a meeting of 
the minds between Steele and 
.the administration. Steele 
agreed to the 4.5 per cent 
figure, after Jaffe explained 
that the figure was reached on 
the basis of urine tests of 
military personnel leaving Viet 
Nam. 

' Everyone around the lunch- 
eon table apologised for Don- 
feld’s remarks. Gerald R. War- 
I ren, deputy White House press 
! secretary, was briefed to tell 
i reporters about the luncheon 
meeting. Aliho congressmen 
and senators frequently meet 
privately with White House 
staff officials, such sessions are 
seldom announced to the press. 

Warren also was ready to tell 
reporters, if anyone asked 
about pouf old’s remarks, that 
“'Hie President does not con- 
done such language in regard to 
! Congressman Steele.” 

No one asked, however. • 



Approved For Release 2OO1^)g/Qj(tJL0(ilV Lr RDP8O-O16O1ROO 


At Tbai'-Biirmese Border, Opium Eases' 



STATOTHR 


By KKNRY .KAMM 

Special to The Kew York Tltn.« 

TACHILKK, Burma, July 
23— The border officer smiled 
at . the happy click-clack as 
' two wooden balls, dangling 
"oil the ends of a siring he 
, held, knocked against each 
. other. . 

Meanwhile, the unofficial 
; border traffic and smuggling 
‘ continued to flow steadily 
across the bridge- on. the 
Maesai. River between t this 
town and Maesai in Thailand.- 
. Burmese and Thai officers 
guard the border with a tol- 
erant eye and a gentle hand. 

The customs and border 
officials in this area of im- 
penetrable jungle but porous 
borders shrug off the petty 
smuggling across the bridge 
; dhubt because they know 
X'.- .x all around them pro- 
ceeds one of the world’s 
] argest smuggl i n g op e ra- 

tions, and they 'know they 
are powerless against it. So 
■ why not let the little smug- 
glers go? 

Tribesmen Grow the Poppy 

On the mountainsides all 
“around— in Burma, . Thailand 
and Laos — primitive hill 
people of many tribes grow 
the poppies that: produce 
.'about one half the world’s 
illegal opium. Less primitive 
people buy it, process it and 
1 start it on its way toward 
the consumer. 

The Central Intelligence 
Agency study that provided 
this estimate also concluded 
that Tnchilek was probably 
the most important trans- 
-shipment point, in the area, 
/ Tachilek is also, the C.T.A, 
reported, the center Tor 14 
of the 21 known opium re- 
fineries . in., the tri-border 
- area. 

; 'Knowledgeable sources in 
•, the -provincial capital of 
' Chiangrai and. in Maesai said 
that in' the last 18 months 
{significant quantities of 9G- 
’ per-cent-pure, white No. 4 
• heroin had become available 
to local addicts . used to 
smoking the less potent pur- 
‘ pie heroin! 

The observation ■ lends 
credence to reports that the 
mounting demand for No. 4 
— regarded in Asia as a lux- 
ury for the Western market 
only--' among American sol- 
diers in Vietnam had 
prompted opium traders to 
do the refining closer to the 
market. 


•Way for Petty 


Smugglers 


A Few Low Shacks 

But the Thais said the 
only generally known aspect 
of the illicit trade, beside 
tlie fact that it goes on, was 
a few low shacks in Tachi-. 
lek, just below the Burmese 
Army barracks. There Thai,- 
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'and Burmese addicts meet 
to smoke their pipes. 

This is a fair international 
.exchange, they said, because 
many people from Burma 
cross daily to visit the Maesai 
brothel. There are no opium 
dens in. Maesai, the Thais 
said hopefully, and no broth- 
els in. Tachilek. 

Those with yellow or 
brown faces cross the border 
bridge with a nonchalance 
that: is particularly surprising 
b e cans e Burm a Main gen tty 
limits access to foreigners, 
even tourists. But a pale out- 
sider appearing unexpectedly 
on this side of the river was 
allowed no further than the 
control post. There officers 
apologetically drew the line 
and Jet only a Thai compan- 
ion pass v/ithonc asking for 
his papers.' 

lie returned with two 
tightly furled umbrellas in 
the elegant style favored by 
British guards officers, ac- 
‘quire-d on the market place 
for 42 Thai baht ($2.10) each. 

Goods Are Japanese 


as Japanese -merchandise 
smuggled into Burma from 
Laos, across a border that is 
officially closed. 

Burmese border ' officials 
arc fully aware of the opium 
traffic— in fact:, one said, 
“some Thais come to smoke 
it right here in front of us” 

• — but they said the opium 
crossed the border upstream 
and downstream from here, 
Except for now, at the height 
of the monsoon rains, the 
. river is shallow enough to 
he forded on foot in many 
places. 

The Burmese regime exer- 
cises even less control than 
the Thai and Laotian govern- 
ments over these mountains, 
covered in the richest and 
deepest greens. Their popula- 
tions consist of remote hill 
'.tribes and mutually antagon- 
istic bands of rebels of vari- 
ous persuasions, bandits and 
opium smugglers. 

The small Burmese military 
garrison feud handful of offi- 
cials control little more than 
the town. They are linked to 
Rangoon and the rest of' 
Burma only by air, and duty 
here is not desirable for men 
from Rangoon or Mandalay. 

“You can take the road,” 
one said, .“but sometimes 
they cross it, and if you’re 
there you’ve had it.” 

“They” are the Shan State 
rebels, Evho are fighting in 
the jungle and sometimes. in 
the towns to separate this 
vast state and- 'its ethnic 
group from the Union of 
Burma. 

But no one interferes 
with the comings and goings 
across the bridge. No one is 
frisked, and the last opium 
seizure occurred many months 
ago. “I think it was August,” 
an official said. 

Hill tribesmen, Jn home- 
spun black shirts and lion- 
cloths, cany charcoal across 
for sale in Thailand, where 
the people arc poor but less 
poor than in. Burma. They 
return with meager food 
supplies, mainly vegetables. 

Burmese cross into Thai- 
land to buy shoes and tex- 
tiles and other small con- 
sumer items unavailable in 
Burma. Most pay in baht 
acquired through the illegal 
sales of Burmese rubies, 
sapphires and other gems.- 


The Burmese kyat is a cur- * 
rency worthless outside Bur- 
ma "and js not acceptable 
an Thailand. 

Thais and Chinese mer- 
chants from Maesai, and 
villages nearby come to. . 
Tachilek to buy for resale 
small quantities of Western 
luxuries smuggled from Laos. 
Cigarettes 'and whisky are 
•the main item in tho illicit 
duty-free shops. 

A carton of 'Lucky Strikes 
sells here for 70 baht ($3.50) 
after having been trans- 
ported from the East Coast 
by ship to Bangkok, by truck - 
to Vientiane, by plane to 
Ban Houei Sai near the 
Laotian - Burmese border,’ 
smuggled across by boat and 
earned here by mule over 
■about 100 miles of mountain! 
jungle.. .... v? 


The Burmese customs man, - 
offering no objection, assess- 
ing the smuggled goods with 
an expert customs man’s eye 
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By PARKS 

Si/ ??- SiU// (7ojY05po?:ru';?P 

• Vientiane, Lso:>— Under strong 
American pressure, Laos is 
about, io enact its first drug-con- 
trol law, and the United States 
has promised to provide advis- 
ers and money to help the Lao 
police enforce it. 

The proposed law, which is 
awaiting final action by a reluc- 
tant National Assembly, for vhe 
first time would limit the culti- 
vation and use of opium, once 
the basic source of income for 
the hill tribes of northern Laos. 

Ai Vi i‘i ) ua : '.a ..-sncii. Ct-.-.c 

It also would completely out- 
lav/ tire sane, processing and 
transport at ion of opium, heroin 
and related drugs. Marijuana, 
which is as plentiful and as easi- 
ly obt a’ sea a z tcoacco n a i c , is 
not included under the law since 
the Lao use it for cooking. 

Although police are compiling 
j lists of the dosens of opium dons 

to* be closed and hundreds of 
drug addicts to bo arrested, the 
law is intended principally to 
check the heavy flow of raw 
opium through the “Golden 
Triangle” where Burma, Laos 
and Thailand meet. 

“Lacs is probably the busiest 
single drug corridor in Asia 
now,” said an American official . 

“What opium is still grown 
here, doers not cause much of a 
problem, and the Lao users are 
not a big concern either. 

“Major Thoroughfare” 

“Lnt Lacs is a major thor- 
oughfare in world drug traffic, 
and the amount of opium refined 
down to a morphine base and 
heroin is also very large. Laos*; 
funnels drugs to Vietnam, Cam- 
bodia, Thailand and Long 
Kong.” 

A European intelligence agent 
who investigated drug traffic ; 
here for his government csti-j 
mated that virtually every civil- 1 


1 ion airline flight out of Vientiane! 1 
carries contraband drugs and 
that a fourth to a third of the 
thousands of military flights, 
aside from bombing runs, carry 
drugs. 

“It is going to take a lot morel 
than a fairly mild law to step 
this drug traffic, especially 
when it js the Army that is a 


principal mover,” the 


:-:ent 


senior embassy official said. 

“Once he arrives, we expect 
he will be setting up a program 
to help the Lao national police 
enforce the law. The nee have 
asked for advisers and we. have j 
promised 
dedans ot 


CIA Accused 

■ 'Two U.S. congressional inves- 
tigators charged Iasi spring thaij/nau 
until rcccnih/die American Ccv.J jhsh 


o supply them. 

But* 

he program arc 

still 

ed out.” 

r'-,, t « 

*1 V 1 V 1 

' 

i 

&I effort, accerdin 

Etc 

officials, will be 

! to ! 


!-m :- l 


trail Intelligence; Vvgcncy nr 
, lowed its planes to be use* 

! Lao officials transporting 
uim, morphine and heroin. 

| They accused Ike Lao Army 
| commander, who is retiring, of; 
| being the top figure in the com- j 
! pi ex drug-runuir.g-and-refining j 
j c per a t io n . Th e proe es sod heroin,; 
carefully guarded through its! 
journey by Lao soldiers, evemtu- 1 


oy; 

op-: 
! 
/ 


ally was smuggled into South 


Vietnam for 
soldiers. 
America] 


sale io American 

officials in Laos 
have put up with the drug traffic 
over t ; i e x t'Ui s, I-Uc congression- 
al report suggested, to win 
support in the fight against the 
North Vietnamese and the Pa- 
th et Lao and preserve- political 
peace in the embattled kingdom. 

American officials, now wor- 
ried about enforcing the law 
once it is enacted, say they have 
won firm, commitment of sup- 
port from the premier, Prince 
Souvnnna P trauma, the King and 
other high-ranking Laotians, 
who arc mindful of their coun- 
try’s virtually total dependence 
onU.S. aid. 

To . help enforce the. law, 
American officials here have re-i 
quested that Washington assign | 
a. drug coordinator to the em- 
bassy. “He should be here within; 
a matter of days, we hope,” a j 


America]! 
tighten customs inspections of 1 
cargoes on 'domestic and tater- 
fiauonm cur iiigm.s ana "to esmb- 
cornrois ever mini ary 
flights. . ^ 

American onion a Is also nop c 
to cud the use cf the northern 
Laotian town of Ban lionet Sal j 
as a major opium transshipment j 
I point. It has been a center .for \ 
refining raw opium to a mo: 
phine be 
sue os a r.iaj 
ing morphine into 
The 
imit pe 


i 

i 

(i v/ opiUi iii io a iiiUi. - j 
and, recently, the j 
] a o ora lory tu i n- < 


j 
1 


rcm. 

proposed lav; would per 
vso'.iS over T.) years ot age 


:to continue growing opiur 
i they get a government license, 
i But much of the land used in 
! opium cultivation is under con- 
; trol of the Palfcei Lao and North 
Vietnamese — who burn the op- 
ium crops cut of moral stricl- 
ncss—and the growers; mostly 
Meo tribesmen, have ^ been 
moved as refugees to lowlands, 
v/ncre tn.c opium poppy clcw> nOi> 
grow well. 

■’ “We have no illusions thaler, 
scon as we get a lav: ihe flow of 
drugs is going to dry up,” said a 
senior U.S. diplomat, “but with 
no law there is nothing that can 
be legally done.” 

In addition to advisers, the 
United States is prepared to pro- 
vide financial aid, technical as- 
sistance (such as laboratory 
analysis) and help in establish- 
ing a rehabilitation program ror 


Laos’s own opiur 
other drug users. 


m smokers ana 
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But it would be a severe errib 
to allies hi Southeast Asia. It would hinder 
the prosecution of the war in Indochina, 1 
haps so seriously that .basic. U.S. policy 
would have to be changed. 

There have been some changes in the past 
year, but they have followed a pattern of 
seeking compromise with the dmg-produc 
mg eoiiiitnes, not confrontation. 

The CIA has changed its rules in an effort; 
to stop the use of its private airline, Air 
teal, about America, for the transport of drugs in Laos. ^ 
Southeast Asia’s 'contribution to the dopi Although only .two months ago CIA llJi'cctor ✓ 
problem. And while he is a soft-spoken Lie hard Helms adamantly o.enied tneic had 
Southerner, sometimes so quiet one has tc ever been any agency involvement in the 
strain to hear him, he is the most straight traf fic, he is now said to have l old n secret 
* - 1 T 4 ‘ ' J 4t *‘~ "" K congressional hearing that there was in- 

volvement but it has been stopped in the 



JOHN W. PABKETb 'director of strategic 
intelligence in the Bureau of Narcotics and 
Dangerous Drugs, knows a good deal about 


fc> l-l C : ..Ul l-V.» J I v.. O. A 1 UM 1 | J Av- jg W.lv .’VJ, 

forward man I have yet found on the -sub- 
jectin the administration. 



jtUUH uh; (uuuuiia.Huum. VOlVGmCKt UUl It 11 as DGCll Siuppeu 

He starts with an explanation. Remember, ^ y C ^ v . . 

says, that until 1970 we were coucentrat- ~ h ; g EmbasS v jn Laos has prc.< 
ing on the drug proolcm here m the United _ , n ^ 


sed the 

ing on the drug problem here in the United - Uriel' 

.States. Not 'too much attention was paid by government there to put th oup.h 
: the bureau to the source of supplies. And oa dnigs wlncn ma\ b -* } 
the Armv, the CIA, the State Deprlment, the month. There was none before. • - 

- ■ ■' * 11 1 ' The U.S. Embassy in Saigon got the Viet- 

namese government to remove some of Inc 
corrupt customs officials, and similar efforts^ 


l/' people out there where the heroin comes 
from weren’t concerned about drugs. They 

were concentrating oh other problems. VUil _ , 

Further, while there has been opium in arc p e f n g made in Thailand. -With Congress. 
Southeast Asia since the British introduced 


vociferously taking up the issue, the White. 
House is cracking the whip on all the as- 
sorted American officials who thought drug, 
traffic was not their concern, who thought, 


it in the early 3 9th century, until 1970 the 
heroin refineries in the area were all in 
Thailand and Hong Kong, Parker says. It 

didn’t seem to affect the United States. p ; . . .. „ ...n,. 

In fact, the dominant government attitude their job was only fjgnting it 
was that this was a fact of life in Asia which ing intelligence, maintaining fo*ci 4> n icu^ 
Americans shouldn’t try to upset, especially lions. , 

since by the beginning of the decade so c\^ 

many Americans were so deeply engaged in nTT1?c „„ Tmi ,, v.-hetber these relit-' 

trying to control other facts of Southeast J-HL QL3^»..-ON - ; ; ‘ , ' " „ 

Asia’s life, namely the Vietnamese war and lively gentle pressures will convince 
.‘all its offshoots. ■ pnents largely dependent; on the ^llnitea 

Now, according to Parker, practically all Slates that they must fight heroin. Tears of 
the heroin refineries have been resituated argument, got nowhere in Turkey, but a 
along the Mekong River, in Burma, Thailand ,th rn ^ m nil fnveh/n aid finally did. 
and Laos, and “almost all have been, identi- 
fied.” 

If so, why hasn’t the United States, which 
completely subsidizes and virtually runs 
Laos and 'has poured billions hito Thailand, 
whose “volunteer soldiers” it employs in 


throat to out off foreign aid finally did. 

Now the Turks have promised to wipe out' 
opium production after the 1972 crop, which 
means that in throe or four years that 
source of supply will dry up. Parker is con*, 
vined now that the Turks can and will cm 


whose “volunteer soldiers it employs m forcf; l}ie ban . put ask him how much differ- 
Vietnam and Laos, made siuc the beiom fcic.- ihe amount of heroin 


ence it will make in the amount of heroin-: 
supplied to Americans. ■ ^ 

“If nothing else is done,” he says flatly, 
mo difference.” And the. “something else” 


lories were destroyed? 

The obvious urgent question didn’t annoy 
Parker. On the contrary, his stolid face 

slowly eased into a Cheshire cat grin. At i.« v . . . 

first he didn’t. say anything. 1 suggested that ca n only be done in Washington, a decision 
the reason wasn’t hard to guess and wasn’t to j US t as tough in Southeast Asia as the 
really secret. 

“I know,” he said. “I’m struggling not to 
say it.” ■ 


Nixon administration was in Turkey. 

Meanwhile, the inch-high vials of GO to 90 
per cent pure heroin distributed in South 
Vietnam have begun to turn up in the 
IT IS AT once a simple and excruciatingly United States. The bureau foresees an ad- 
tough answer. As he finally pointed out, it is. most uncontrollable flood- as veleians ).e- 
a matter of political decision in Washington, turn, find themselves without jous and real- 
There is a choice to make. It would be easy j ze how much money can.be rnaae by having 
to blow up the refineries, defoliate most of buddies or friends send them supplies from 
the poppy fields, push the governments in- the Far Last. 

volvcd into cracking down on their own Addicts can be treated, but there isn’t 
high-level military and civilian profiteers muc h likelihood that there won’t he far 
and blocking the supply of heroin to GIs in ov)ore new ones than cures each day unless 
Vietnam and, increasingly, to the United ( be flow of herein is cut at the source. At 

, 1 ^ f- "NT r. ... j. I ! ci nvnM-k- tiro f-nn, 


States. 


the Bureau of Narcotics, experts are con- 
vineod that is possible, except, perhaps for a 

Approved For Release 2001/otem^lAhRDP80^Q16»1R001 @©0070001 -6 

going to happen. The hard political decision 


STATOTHR 


"h/iNTi’t been taken. 




Approved For Release 


>ZJVL 1971 


^DP80-01 6(^Bpp(1)Q<iMW 


r-A 

aen. 


Djsu Asfc 

y~a ' ■ c i 

M A7‘i n p 


’Q 

ApH'KJAf 
( J . , v vw w A 

to Keves: 


r° 



V, / J* V/ 

0 j„ ,t/A U|< 

v hpb’o ' ptQ 
W A A C -i A £ -J K* \J 


, . By ) VER PETEI1S0M 

Special loTiisJiew York Times. 

SAIGON, South Vietnam, July 
2J.--Maj. Gen. Ngo Dzu, who 
was accused by a Connecticut 
Congressman of being “one of 
the chief traffickers” in nar- 
cotics in Southeast Asia, sent 
the Congressman a letter today 
requesting that lie make his 
evidence for the charges public. 

VThcrc is no appeal for me 
as long as the basis of your 
allegations remains .secret, 1 ’ the 
general wrote in a polite, two- 
page letter to Representative 
hobevl; IL Steele, a Republican. 
A copy was also mailed to 
President Nixon. 

"My only hope to prove my 
innocence is for you' to reveal 
your evidence,” the general 
said. "Surely, this is something 
you should be interested in 
doing. Justice is the basis for 
the existence of your govern- 
ment, of^ your Pill of Rights,! 
and for the deaths of hundreds! 
of thousands of Americans o:r 
the battlefield. '* I 

General Dzu Tu-gan his letter 
by regretting that: he "must 
impose on your valuable time" 
but added "J have a duty to get* 


this clarified as soon as 
possible.” 

* He lies already denied Rep- 
resentative Steele’s charges and 
is now busy trying to prove 
that the controversy is the 
work: of personal enemies in the 
South Vietnamese Army. 

Mr. Steel cy a former member 
of the- Central Intelligence 
Agency, bar; stood by his origi- 
nal charges but has'rcfused to 
reveal the sources or the na- 
ture of the "hard intelligence” 
on which he says the charges 
are based. 

"Without knowledge of the 
'evidenced you state you have,” 
the general wrote, "I can only | 
assume you have a record of’ 
some fabricated letter or in- 
dictment against me.” 

‘The Nature of RclKics’ 

"Based on this assumption,” 
the letter continued, "I suggest 
to you that you may be acting 
in good faith but very naively. 
You apparently do not under- 
stand the nature of politics in 
my country, nor the public 
presumption of guilt until in- 
nocence is proved that is char- 
acteristic of political and social 
gossip in the Vietnamese so- 
ciety,” 

The "fabricated letter or in- 
dictment” refers .to ’two anony- 
mous letters that General Du 
says were sent to the United' 
States Embassy here. The gen-- 
era! has said that they charge 
him with corruption, theft and 
narcotics smuggling. Embassy 
sources acknowledge- that they 
have received allegations of 
wrongdoing against many ■ 
South Vietnamese officers and' 
officials, including General 
Du, but say that the charges 
against General Du have not 
been substantiated, and that 
they were not passed on to 
•Representative Steele. j 
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T SOUTH VIET NAM 
;The Dzu Story 

i It has been a trying summer for Gen- 
j'eral Ngo Dzu, commander of one of 
! South Viet Nam’s four military, regions. 
■Last month 27 Vietnamese- majors and 
colonels sent a letter to top government 
•officials in Saigon charging Dzu. (pro- 
nounced zoo) with a long list of cor-, 
rupt practices (Time, June 28). The 
general branded the letter the work of 
•his enemies, and one of his most trust- 
ed U.S. advisers declared that “upon ex- 
amination, all the charges have fizzled. 

Last week, however, Dzu was once 
again the target of corruption charges, 

' this time from a U.S. Congressman. 

In Washington, Representative Robert 
/Steele, 32, a Republican from Con- 
w necticut (and former CIA employee), 
charged that Dzu was one of the chief 
narcotics dealers in Southeast Asia. 

Hard Intelligence. Steele, who made' 
headlines two months ago when he 
charged that the drug-addiction rate 
among G.I.s in Viet Nam was between 
10% and 15%, refused to reveal the 
sources of the new accusations. “My in- 
formation comes from intelligence 
sources in Saigon,” he said. “My con- 
cern is due to the fact that this is hard in- 
telligence, which has been developed 
for months, and nothing has been done.” 
He added: “There has been a crack- 
down by the South Vietnamese, es- 
pecially against the customs officials. 
But .who do you think is moving this 
stuff? Porters? We’ve made some prog- 
ress. Now we’re at the point where 
• we must move against the kingpinr ” 

The first denial came from Joi Paul 


Vann, an American pacification worker 
who was recently appointed Dzu’s se- 
nior U.S. adviser. “If there has been 
any wrongdoing of this nature,” said 
Vann, “I am not aware of it.” Other 
* sources close to Dzu claimed that Steele 
had based his charges on the letter 
signed by Dzu’s 27 dissident officers. 

"When Dzu flew to Saigon, President 
. Nguyen Van Thicu fatly refused to see 
his embattled general. After 24 hours 
of waiting, Dzu flew back to his Mil- 
itary Region II headquarters, protesting 
that Steele had damaged “not only my 
honor as a general but also the honor 
of the Vietnamese army and the Viet- 
namese people.” 

Highly Sensitive. The Saigon gov- 
ernment said that it was investigating 
charges of corruption on Dzu’s part. 
Many case-hardened U.S. officials 
doubted, however, that Dzu has played 
as large a part in the narcotics racket 
as Steele claims. They noted, moreover, 
that his popularity as a military com- 
mander has slipped markedly since he 
took over Military Region II last August 
— which could make him expendable 
at a time when corruption in the Thicu 
government is a hot political issue. 

For its part, the Nixon Administration 
made no direct reply to Steele’s charg- 
es. But the Administration has been gen- 
uinely shocked by the extent of the 
narcotics problem among G.I.s and it 
is acutely aware of the risks for its pol- 
icy that the problem carries. Last week’s 
visit to Viet Nam by Dr. Jerome JafTe, 



GENERAL NGO DZU 
Kingpins , not porters. 

the President’s adviser on narcotics and 
dangerous drugs, is the most recent in- 
dication of the President’s concern. The 
charges against Dzu could make it all 
the more difficult for the Administration 
to convince the nation that it is more im- 
portant to support the current Viet- 
namese government than to speed the 
U.S. withdrawal. 
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PlUi'/i growing and heroin marketing are not new to 
Asia or the world. Nor are efforts to control them. 
Yet last month US President Richard Nixon was prompt- 
id to declare a national emergency in his puniry, bluntly 
/stating: "If we cannot destroy the drug menace in Ameri- 
ca, then it will surely in time destroy us." America, he 
; admitted, has the highest number of heroin addicts of any 
nation in, the world, although no opium is 
grown there and no heroin processed. "This 
deadly poison," Nixon said, "is a foreign im- 
port". >vV V / -• ;; -\'_A ‘ 

A " Such words must ring ironically in those 
Asian capitals which are targets of a new inter- 
-national effort to stern drug marketing. And 
Peking, forced just over a century ago to open 
• its borders to foreign trade after attempting to 
prevent Westerners from destroying its people 
-yvith the "foreign mud", now sees the wheel 
come full circle. ‘ • 

; ■ Recently a UN mission accompanied ‘by 

US observers investigated outlets in northern Thailand — 
following charges by Taipei that China devoted 6 million 
. acres annually to the production of 10,000 tons of opium 
for export. It declared China innocent of any involvement 
/in the production or expert of opium, heroin or any other 
- narcotics. Marshall Green, US assistant secretary, of 'state 
for East Asian and Pacific affairs, did not mention China 
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at a July 12 press conference on the drug problem. Tie 
pointed instead to the "golden triangle" — the border 
areas between Burma, Thailand and* Laos. . ■ 

. ’ Experts estimate that in this area 1,000 metric tons of 
raw papaver sornniferum — the "opium poppy" — are 
harvested every year, 80% of it in Burma, the remainder in 
Laos and Thailand. Far above the legal limit authorised by 
the UN, the crop realises 30 tons of heroin in 
World markets. The route to such markets was 
directly through Rangoon in the years im- 
mediately following world war II, then 
through Bangkok until 1957, and finally by 
way of Vientiane, Phnom Penh and Saigon. 

The Indochina War, despite creating prob- 
lems of distribution, has not slowed the flow 
of drugs. Social workers in South Vietnam 
now report many of the nation's large sheet 
urchin population are hooked on the cheapest 
form' of opium by-product — a dark watery 
substance' which is heated and then injected 
into the veins. As Green noted, heroin traffickers need to 
seek new customers as American troops l>:ve Vietnam.- 
"The youth of Asia are a prime target," ha concluded 
"and this disturbing possibility is beginning to corns home 
to Asian loaders". Perhaps they, like their American coun- 
terparts, now realise that if they dp not destroy the drug 
menace, it will surely in time- destroy them. 


•A 


il 


iiM 






•0 names 


□ t 




By T. D. A liman, Bangkok ■ ■ ' '' 

OUROIN addiction among American soldiers in Vietnam 
Il Jl has finally prompted White House orders for . US 
missions in Southeast Asia to crack down on drug traffic. But 
these new efforts to curb the clandestine trade in drugs are 
not America’s first incursion into the murky area of South- 
east Apia’s most secret and profitable business enterprise. 
Though the exact details :have been well-guarded secrets, 
several US clandestine agencies and a number of allied Asian , 
military leaders have been involved in the traffic for years. 
Until the tragedy of opium and heroin addiction began to 
strike US soldiers, the reason for American involvement in 
the trade was ruthlessly simple. Opium is a major basis of the 
power wielded by several of the area’s most influential pro- 
American leaders, and US influence with them has depended 
partly on American ability to influence the flow of opium 
within the region. 

The remote northern mountains of Vietnam, Laos, Thai- 
land and Burma are among the world’s prime opium growing 
areas. Traditionally; , the local warlord, governor or military 
commander has controlled, the drug trade for bis own profit. 
In their efforts to dominate these regions, American person- 
nel have become involved in a sordid business that goes back 
to the opium wars of the last century. 

The degree and nat 

trade takes different forms in diticrent countries, when askeo 
by a congressional committee if Asian government officials 
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were involved US 
Attorney General 
John Mitchell re- 
plied “the fact of 

.the matter is there 
has been involve- 
ment of government 
officials in some of 
these countries.. 

Mitchell refused to 
name publicly any 
of the - suspected 
figures, but Con- 
gressman Robert , 

Steele, a former CIA ^ 

(Central Intelligence 
Agency) officer who 
has personally inves- t 
tigated Southeast ^ • 

Asian drug trade, o-j 
said a fortnight ago 
the US had" “hard 
intelligence” that 
Major General Ngo . 

Dzu, commander of 
a vital military zone 
in northern South Vietnam was “one of the chief traffickers 
in heroin in Southeast Asia”. Although Dzu promptly domed 

' £23; 

But when similar accusations were made against Vice 1 jesi- 
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Vientiane marijuana market: Traffic is 
hardest to control in l a os, because of in- 
volvement at the top. 
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. IT IS NO LON GEE a 
question of whether the 
Nixon administration should 
insure the continuity of the 
shaky regime of Nguyen 
Van Thieu in Saigon but 
whether it can ke*p Thieu 
in power. With American 
support Thieu can probably 
come through the charade 
of the elections in October. 

But the signs of his weak- 
ness multiply. He seems un- 
able to 'make the changes 
that would give his govern- 
ment at least a face-JJfting. 
Instead 3m sits tight at the 
center of a power structure 
made up of generals and po- 
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litical operators who arc Iris 
dependents. 

A no tor oiu s example of 
the henchmen on whom he 


eminent in a fierce speech 
of a plague of military cor- 
ruption, expressed doubt 

about the letter’s authentic- 

relics is Maj. Gen. Ngo Dzu,^/ ity and indicated he would 
commander of II Corps, one do nothing about it. Dzu put 
of the four command re- /it down to the work of his 
'- 1 - ^ enemies in the army. 

THE TRAFFIC in opium 
and its heroin derivative has 
for many years been a way 
of life in Southeast Asia. 
Opium is the chief cash crop 
for thousands- of fanners in 
Laos, Burma, Thailand and 
Vietnam. With the American 
escalation and the infusions 
of vast amounts of dollars a 
new market opened up that 
has been assiduously culti- 
vated. There can be little 
doubt that from the peas- 
ants in the poppy fields to 
high officials, both military 
and civilian, in the four 
countries the enlarged 
traffic is extremely profita- 
ble. 

The large and pressing 
question is what American 
officialdom in the region 
can do about this. The least 
that should be expected is 
not to resort to a cover-up. 
Until congressman Steele 
came up with his estimate 
of 20 to 30 per cent of GIs 
hooked on herion the army 
has done little or nothing 
about this curse. 

The military response fol- 
lowing the disclosures was 
to order a urinalysis as the 
first step for every GI 
about to be shipped out. 
But, as the GIs quickly 
learned, it was only neces- 
sary to stay off the stuff for 
about three days for the test 
to turn negative. Those cus- 
tomary high military 
sources inspired a news 
story that addition was far 
less than had been feared, 
perhaps as low as two per 
cent.' 

This may be true and, if 
so, it is remarkable good 
news. But in the first six 
months of this year 3,200 
men turned themselves in 
under the Vietnam drug am- 
nesty program. The figure 
for June was 1,500. Since 
clearly only minority of her- 
oin. users take this step, it 
indicates a high addiction, 
rate. To Ice op even a residue 

WBteOi6Q&mmo®mm 

South Vietnam*' is to invite 
new* disasters like the drug 
curse. 


gions. Hep. Robert IT. Steele 
(B.-Conn.), testifying before 
a House Foreign Affairs 
subcommittee, identified 
30zu as a chief heroin traf- 
ficker in Southeast Asia. He 
said that South Vietnamese 
officers deal in large quanti- 
ties of heroin and transport 
it around South Vietnam in 
military aircraft and vehi- 
cles. Steele claimed that 
American military authori- 
ties gave Ambassador Ells- 
worth Bunker “hard intelli- 
gence” oil Dzu’s operation. 

TWO FACTS give this 
charge special credence de- 
spite Dzu’s immediate de- 
nial. First, it was Steele who 
.disclosed the high rate of 
heroin addiction among GIs 
in Vietnam. And, second, as 
a former agent in the CIA 
he had access to information 
that might not have been 
available to others. 

Dzu. has been for a long 
time a dubious figure in the 
military hierarchy that is 
both controlled by and con- 
trols President Thieu. On a 
Visit to his headquarters in 
Vietnam two years ago I 
learned it was no secret that 
he .was held, in disregard by 
members of his staff. Hu- 
mors of corruption were 
rife. Members of his family 
were said to run a chain of 
restaurants largely supplied 
out of American military 
stores. 

Time magazine recently 
reported a letter sent by 27 
South Vietnamese majors 
and colonels to Vice Presi- 
dent Nguyen Coo Ky accus- 
ing Dzu of a long list of cor- 
rupt practices and falsifica- 
tion of battle reports and 
casualties. The typical tech- 
nique, the officers said, is to 
do badly but to report well. 
“We wonder whether we are 
fighting communism or sup- 
porting it,” they wrote. 

The letter may have been. 

cal campaign fnaT threatens 
to grow more violent as 
election day draws near, Ky, 
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pact on the priority of expenditures and that 
he is well informed concerning performance 
against budget and plans in the program 
areas. 

Thirdly, I would standardize and make 
more effective our activities in data process- 
ing, management research, auditing, and 
procurement. 

Mr. ALLOTT. Mr. President, these are 
worthy objectives, and so long as they 
are not viewed as ends but are viewed 
as means to achieve the missions of the' 
Department, their implementation can 
improve the efficiency and the respon- 
siveness of the Department. 

. Mr. President, I urge that the Senate 
confirm Mr. Bodman to be Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Interior for Budget and 
Management. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, the nomination 
is confirmed. 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr /President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the President he 
immediately notified, of the confirmation 
of this nomination. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so ordered. 


LEGISLATIVE SESSION ‘ 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I 
move that the Senate resume the consid- 
eration of legislative business. 

. The motion was agreed to, and the Sen- 
ate resumed the consideration of legisla- 
tive business. 

THE HEROIN WAR IN INDOCHINA 

Mr, MANSFIELD. Now, Mr. President, 
in this morning’s Washington Post there 
is published an article entitled “Facts 
Surface on the Heroin War,” written by 
Miss Flora Lewis, We all know and ap- 
plaud what our Government has done 
in trying to bring about a decrease in the 
production of opium in Turkey; but I 
would hope that we would not lose sight 
of the fact that approximately nine- 
tenths of opium pi’ eduction in the world 
comes from the so-called Go] den Corridor 
in Laos, Thailand, and Burma. 

We have talked a good deal about the 
casualties of our men — and they are huge. 
Wc have talked a good deal about the 
costs of the war — and they are great. But 
only recently have we been discussing the 
question of drugs as they affect American 
personnel in Indochina and, incidentally, 
involve local dignitaries in many of the 
countries concerned. .. 

If I may take an excerpt on two from 
the article written by Miss Lewis — which 
I hope every Member of Congress will 
read as well as the administration down- 
town— -she brings out the fact that the 
CIA has provided Congress with a report 
naming the sites of the- heroin refineries 
in Burma, Thailand, and Laos. There is 
more to it. It will go in with the full story. 

I read as follows ; 

. The report also confirms for the first 
time on the record that Laotian air force 
planes and Laotian and South Vietnamese 
commercial planes take the drugs on to mar- 
kets, both the GI market In South Vietnam 
and international centers which ship to 
Europe and the United States. It does not 
mention Air America, the CIA-operated air- 
line in Laos and Vietnam, Put there have 


long been numerous reports that Air Amer- 
ica's secret fights supporting the Laotian 
war also often transport opium. 

Further cm. 

Vice Adm. William C. Mad:, Deputy As- 
sistant Secretary of Defense for Manpower, 
has testified that the only thing that “will 
6ft vc our men’’ from the tremendous drug 
problem in Vietnam is troop withdrawal. 
But the supply routes are organized now. 
The high-ranking officials, and by no means 
all the highest have as yet been named, still • 
have U.S. support and every prospect that 
support will continue after most troops have 
gone. So the heroin can be expected to fol- 
low the GIs home, a continuing souvenir of 
the v/ar. 

Two developments have begun to bring 
into. the open the relation of heroin and 
the war. One is the huge increase in. GI use 
in the past two years, while the military 
were assiduously fighting marijuana and vir- 
tually ignoring the opium-heroin trade. The 
other is counting public revulsion as each 
piece of nows appears here. 

• And, further on. 

It is time, late but not too late, for Amer- 
ican intelligence which docs know quite a lot 
about the drug traffic to make it their con- 
cern. It is time to stop defoliating Vietnam- 
ese fields and start defoliating poppy fields. 
It is time to stop subsidizing high Asian offi- 
cials who use American support to deal in 
drugs with impunity. 

John Ingcrsoll, director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics, has written Congress that “It is 
probable that opium production in South- 
east Asia will be brought under effective 
control only with further political develop- 
ment in these countries.” 

If that means that the United States can’t 
successfully fight heroin and Vietnamese 
Communists at the same time because too 
many allies arc on the side of heroin, it 
shouldn’t be hard to choose the worst enemy. 
There can be no national defense even on 
this continent if the invasion of drugs is 
not stopped. 

Mr. President, I ff.sk unanimous con- 
sent to have this very worthy article 
printed in full in the Record. 

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to be printed in the Record, 
as follows: 

Facts Surface on the Heroin War. 

(By Flora Lewis) 

At last the fact-s of the heroin war in 
Indochina are trickling out. Many officials, 
and others, have been aware of them for a 
long time. But the officials weren’t very in- 
terested, and secrecy about the war in Laos 
and American clandestine operations made 
it extra hard for others' to pinpoint the 
route cf heroin from the mountain top poppy 
fields of Southeast Asia to American blood- 
streams. 

The CIA, which has prime responsibility 
for the Laotian war, long denied any knowl- 
edge of the drug traffic. Now it has provided 
Congress, through the Bureau of Narcotics, 
with a report naming the sites of heroin re- 
fineries in Burma, Thailand and Laos. Fur- 
thci, the public report says that “a senior 
Laotian officer may hold an ownership in- 
terest in some of these facilities.” The offi- 
cer, named elsewhere, is Gen. Ouanc Rathi- 
konc, chief of staff of the Laotian army, 
which exists entirely on U.S. subsidy. Army 
units provide a “military defense perimeter” 
to guard the refineries. 

The report also confirms for the first time 
on the record that Laotian air force planes 
and Laotian and South Vietnamese commer- 
cial planes take the drugs on to markets, 
both the GI. market in South Vietnam and 
intern alien al centers which ship to Europe 
and ihc United States. It does not mention 


Air America, the CIA-opcratcd airline in 
Laos and Vietnam. But there have long been 
numerous reports that Air America's secret 
flights supporting the Laotian war also 
often transport opium. 

Rep. Robert Steele of Connecticut, an cx- 
CIA man himself, has named Maj. Gen. Ngo 
Dzu who commands South Vietnam’s Sec- 
ond Military region as. one large-scale or- 
ganizer of the traffic. 

The opium, from which heroin is refined, 
is grown chiefly by Mco tribesmen who live 
in what is called the “golden triangle” area 
of western Burma, northern Thailand and 
Laos. The CIA organized the Mco of Laos 
into the Armco Clandestine and has accepted 
responsibility for large numbers of them. 

Although it normally denied having any^ 
awareness or interest in the drug trade,' 
from time to time the CIA claimed progress 
In persu'ading the Mco under its influence 
to switch to food crops. Its own report now 
says that "in areas (in. Laos) where the 
tribesmen have been encouraged to grow 
corn, the poppies are planted among the 
corn. When the corn is cut the poppies con- 
tinue to grow until they too can be har- 
vested.” 

Vice Adm. William C. Mack, Deputy As- 
sistant Secretary of Defense for Manpower, 
has testified that the only thing that "will 
save our men”- from the tremendous drug 
problem in Vietnam is troop withdrawal. 
But the supply routes are organized now. 
The high-ranking officials, and by no means 
all the highest have as yet been named, still 
have U.S. support and every prospect that 
support will continue after most troops have 
gone. So the heroin can be expected to follow 
the GIs home, a continuing souvenir of the 
war. 

Two developments have begun to bring 
into the open the relation of heroin and the 
war. One is the huge increase in GI use 
in the past two years, while the military 
were assiduously fighting marijuana and vir- 
tually ignoring the opium-heroin tfade. The 
other is mounting public revulsion as each 
piece of news appears here. 

But the situation isn't very new. Capt. 
Robert Marasco, the former Green Beret 
who was accused of killing a double agent, 
tells of camping on the Cambodian border 
in the Parrot’s Beak sector in I960. "There 
was a big market field there; people went 
back and forth as though there were no bor- 
der. The price of heroin was astonishing; for 
$25 you could get what sells for $500,000 in 
the United States,” he t-old me. "It was being 
bought by South Vietnamese soldiers, ob- 
viously flunkies for the higher-ups.” 

On another occasion, he trailed 30 pounds 
of pure opium brought down the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail by Pathol Lao Communists along 
with medical supplies and found they were 
sold to South Vietnamese military and sent 
on to Saigon. “I didn't pay much attention,” 
Marasco says “that wasn’t our concern.” 

It is time, late but not too late, for Ameri- 
can intelligence which does know quite a lot 
about the drug traffic to make it their con- 
cern. It is time to slop defoliating Vietnam- 
ese fields and start defoliating poppy fields. 
It is time to stop subsidizing high Asian offi- 
cials who use American support to deal in 
drugs with impunity. 

John Ingersoll, director of the Bureau of 
Narcotics, has written Congress that "It is 
probable that opium production in South 
east Asia will be brought under effective 
control only with further political develop- 
ment in these countries.” 

If the means that the United State can't 
successfully fight heroin and Vietnamese 
Communists at the same time because too 
many allies are on the side of heroin, it 
shouldn't be hard to choose the worst enemy. 
There can be no national defense even on 
this continent if the invasion of drugs is not 


stopped. 
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AT LASJ. the facts of the heroin war in 
Indochina are trickling out. Many officials, 
and others, have been aware of them for a 
long time. But the officials weren’t very in- 
terested, and secrecy about the war in Laos 
and American clandestine operations made 
it extra hard for others’ to pinpoint the 
route of heroin from the mount aintop poppy 
fields of Southeast Asia to American blood- 
streams. 

The CIA, which has prime responsibility 
for the Laotian war, long denied any knowl- 
edge of the drug traffic. Now ithas provided 
Congress, through the Bureau of Narcotics, 
with a report naming the sites of heroin re- 
fineries in Burma, Thailand and Laos. Fur- 
ther, the public report says that “a senior 
Laotian officer may hold an ownership in- 
terest in some of these facilities.” The offi- 
cer, named elsewhere, is Gen. Ouane Rathi- 
kone, chief of staff, of the Laotian army, 
which exists entirely on U.S. subsidy. Army 
units provide a “military defense perimeter” 
Ho guard the refineries. 

. . The report also confirms for the first time 
bn the record that Laotian air force planes 
and Laotian and South Vietnamese commer- 
cial planes lake the drugs on to markets, 
both the GI market in South Vietnam and ' 
international centers which ship to Europ'e 
and the United States. It does not mention 
Air America, the CIA-operated airline in 
Laos and Vietnam. But there have long been 
numerous reports that Air America’s secret 
flights supporting the Laotian war also 
often transport opium. 

Rep. Robert Steele of Connecticut, an ex- 
CIA man himself, has named Maj. Gen. Ngo 
Lzu who commands South Vietnam’s Sec- 
ond Military region as one large-scale or- 
ganizer of the traffic. \ . 

THE opium, from which heroin is refined, 
is grown chiefly by Meo tribesmen who live 
in what is called the “golden triangle” area 
of western Burma, northern Thailand and 
Laos. The CIA organized the Meo of Laos 
into the Arniee Clandestine and has accepted 
xesponsibility for large numbers of them. 

Although it normally denied having any 
awareness or interest in the drug trade 
from time to time the CIA claimed progress 
in persuading the Meo under Us influence to • 
switch to food crops. Its own report now 
says that “in areas (in Laos) where the 
tribesmen have . been encouraged to grow 
corn, the poppies are planted among the ' 
corn. When the corn is cut the' poppies con- 
tinue to v grow until they too can be har- 
vested.” ^ 

' ,Y ice Adm. William C. Mack, Deputy As- 
sistant Secretary of Defense for. Manpower, 


has testified that the only, thing that “will 
save our men” from the tremendous drug 
problem in Vietnam is troop withdrawal. 
But the supply routes are organized now. 
The high-ranking officials, and by no means 
ail the highest have as yet been named, still 
have U.S. ^ support and every prospect that 
support will continue after most troops have 
gone. So the heroin can be expected to fol- 
low the GIs home, a continuing souvenir of 
the war. . • \ 

cnm> • ' • ’ \ ; 

. TWO developments have begun to bring 
into the open the relation of heroin and 
the war. One is the huge increase in GI use 
in tne past two years, while the military 
were assiduously fighting marijuana and vir- 
tually ignoring the opium-heroin trade, fhc 
othc?r is mounting public revulsion as each 
piece of news appears here, : : 

But the situation isn’t very new. Capt. 
Robert Marasco, the former Green Beret 
who was accused of killing a double agent, 
.tells of camping on the Cambodian border 
m the Parrot’s Beak sector in I960. “There 
was a big market field there; people went 
back and forth as though there were no bor- 
der. Ibe puce of heroin was astonishing; for 
you could get what sells for $500,000 in 
the United Stales,” he told me. “It was being 
bought by South Vietnamese soldiers, ob- 
viously flunkies for the higher-ups.” 

On another occasion, he trailed 30 pounds ; 
of pure opium brought down the Ifo Chi 
Minh Trail by Pathet Lao Communists along 
wiht medical supplies and found they were 
sold tc^ South Vietnamese military and sent 
on to Saigon. “I didn’t pay much attention ” 
Marasco says; “that wasn’t our concern.” * 

It is time, late but not too late, for Ameri- 
can intelligence which does know quite a lot 
'about the drug traffic to make it their con- 
cern. It is time to stop defoliating Vietnam- 
ese fields and start defoliating poppy fields. 

It is time to stop subsidizing high Asian offi- 
cials who use American support to deal in 
drugs with impunity. 

John Ingersoll, director, of the Bureau of 
Narcotics, has written Congress that “It is 
probable that opium production in South- 
east Asia will be brought under effective 
control only with further political, develop- 
ment in these countries.” 

If that means that the United States can’t 
successfully fight .heroin and' Vietnamese 
Communists at the same time because too 
many allies are on the side of heroin it 
shouldn’t be hard to choose the worst 
enemy. There can be no national defense 
even on this continent if the invasion of 
drugs is not stopped. 

© 1971 by Newsday. ~ 

..Distributed by Los Angeles Times Syndicate 
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‘ WHOSE OPIUM WAR NOW? ^ 

From a third to a half of the returning S.E. Asia 
invasion veterans have used or are addicted to 
drugs. Traffic in opium is common among the gov- 
ernment officials who are our puppets, according 
to John Ingersoll, director of the Bureau of Nar- 
cotics before the House Select Committee on 
Crime on June 1st, “He said the heroin traffic is. 
costing the U.S. $3.5 billion a year,” according to 
I. F. Stone (June 14/71), and that 176 pounds of 
opium were found a few weeks ago on a plane of 
Air America, the CIA’s airline operating illegally 
in Laos. 

Weapons supplied Chiang Kai Shek with our tax 
money were exchanged for opium which was sold 
to American soldiers in Vietnam with aid of a 
top general in Laos, according to Rep. Paul C. 
Rogers of Florida. Now, Senator Frank Church of 
Idaho reports that the State Dept, is opposing Con- 
gressional bills that would cut off aid to countries 
that are sources of dope. Such laws would hurt 
diplomatic relations, according to Washington. 

If Nixon is not in the dope business, you figure 
it out. The morals of this administration are 
straight from the gutter. And now Kissinger, 
Laird, and Rogers are out pimping in the provin- 
.ces of the empire. Nixinger policy will make us 
a leper among nations. IIow stupid can the Repub- 
licans get, LBJ included? 

' PROFESSOR S.X., San Diego, Cal. 
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By George McArthur 

Lo? Angrcks Times . 

SAIGON — The y,S. v con- 
■ gressional charges that 
South Vietnam’s Maj. Gen. 
Ngo Dzu is directly involved 
in drug trafficking has 
caused a severe case of the 
jitters among ranking 
Americans in Saigon. 

The charges come at a 
time when, the embassy is 
once again pushing a drive 
against corruption among 
South Vietnamese officials, 
high and low. 

The embassy is uneasy 
about the Dzu case — and 
all the rest D- because 
U.S. Ambassador Ellsworth 
Blinker * and ■' ins military 
counterpart Gen. Creighton 
Abrams have detailed knowl- 
edge of enough, hanky- 
panky to cause an uproar 
if it was published. 

Among the most closely 
guarded secrets in the em- 
bassy's files are detailed 
reports covering the fi- 
nancial misdeeds of a vast 
array of South Vietnamese 
generals ‘ and civilian offi- 
cials. 

In an unguarded moment, 
one ranking American with 
many years in Vietnam once 
reported there were only 
two honest generals in the 
South Vietnamese army. 
One of then has since been 
killed and the other is Maj, 
Gen. Ngo Quang Truong 
who commands the IV 
Corps area comprising the 
Mekong Delta region. 

‘ And another American 
with access to the files 
added, ‘They are all in it 
and if they are not person- 
ally involved their wives • 
are.” , 

. While such sweeping^ 
statements . .are probably 
overdrawn, they do reflect 
accurately .the views of 
knowledgeable people who 
have long grappled with the 
problem of corruption in 
South Vietnam. 

Mountain of Charges 
Over the years American 
advisors have funneled into 
the embassy a mountain of 
detailed charges, all labeled 
top secret in the interest of 
maintaining relationships 
with the Saigon govern- 
ment, These have been com- 
piled by military officers, ci- 
vilians working in the police 
and pacification pro^! 
and representatives 
Central Intelligence Agency. 
They include reports on 
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everyone from district offi- 
cials to .generals working in 
tiic Joint General Staff and 
advisers to President Ngu- 
yen Van Thieu. 

Privately, Americans will 
sometimes point the finger 
at individuals — such as the 
current chief of Baclieu 
Province in the delta who is 
a .distant relative of the 
president and renowned for 
corruption. 

Officially, however, the 
American establishment has 
refused to name names. 

In the early days of the 
war the frequent excuse was 
that it was useless to get a 
man removed if his replace- 
ment would be worsc—ancl 
that was frequently the 
ease. 

In later years it has be- 
come embassy policy to 
avoid getting into any public 
discussions of corruption bc- 
■ yond admitting that it was a * 
problem supposedly getting 
continuing study. 

This policy was strength- 
ened within 


was more or less socially 
acceptable in Vietnam. 
They did not intially realize 
that raw heroin would even- 
tually touch a very raw 
American nerve. 

About six months ago, one 
official says, the South Viet- 
namese also began to realize 
that heroin was a threat to 
their own people. 

Now, the embassy claims 
it is getting full support from 
President Thieu and lesser 
officials in a major, nalion- 
-wide drug crackdown. 

This crackdown has been 
impressive in terms of her- 
oin and other drugs seized 
and . minor pushers and 
smugglers arrested. It has 
not, however, resulted in ar- 
rest or charges against any- 
one of importance. 

Whether Dzu was in- 
volves in drug trafficking 
cannot be proved by any evi. 


Only three weeks ago Dzu 
was the target of some 
; widely publicized anony- 
mous letters charging him 
with accepting bribes, loot- 
ing U.S. supplies and mak- 
ing grandiose battle claims. 

At that time, Dzu sent a 
transport plane 200 miles to 
Saigon to pick up a party of 
newsmen and fly them to 
Nhatrang for a news confer- 
ence. 

Flanked by his staff offi- 
cers, Dzu denied everything. 

Rep. Steele, in making his 
charges, predicted that the 
Saigon government would 
crack down on Dzu. Steele 
said his information came 
from intelligence reports 
that were also in the posses- 
sion of Ambassador Bunker. 

In Washington, State De- 
partment/ spokesman 
Charles Bray replied to this 
that the South Vietnamese 
were in possession of any in- 
formation about drugs 


dence made public, despite IO , rni l a , 1 . on about dn 
the charges made by Rep. J W 11C * tlie embassy had. 
Robert M. Steele (R.-ConnJ. While mnlrina nn 

Dzu, who commands 


While making no direct 
comment about Dzu, Bray 
implied that it was now up 
to the Saigon government to 
take action. 

In Saigon, U.S. press 
spokesmen would say noth- 
ing beyond Bray’s noncom- 
mittal remarks. 


rov 


mont 'w +1 ^ he v establish- Dzu, who commands the 
meat oy the oclief tnat a 12 provinces making up 
public airing of corruption what is known as II Corps in 
charges would upset the Sai- the Central Highlands area 
gon regime without neccs- denies the charges 
sr.nlv getting rid ° f anyone. Dzu has been supported 

1 resident Thieu has been by his American advisers 

notably cautious in moving John Paul Vann, who has J 

against any general on cor- more experience in South 

rupticm charges and al- Vietnam than any other sen- 
though some have been re- ior member of the American 
moved they have almost establishment. Vann said he 

inevitably cropped up again had “every reason to believe STATOTHR 

somewhere else. he is innocent” of the drug 

Notable Stiffening charges. 

The mounting narcotics ^ I s a however, that 
problem in Vietnam, how- the city which is corps head- 
ever, has caused a notable c l uartei 'S. Nhatrang, is the 
stiffening within the U.S, center drug trafficking in 
embassy and also within ^°uth Vietnam. This is pos- 

President Thieu’s official cs- because it is the major 

tablishment. headquarters for the South 

American officials ^ ietnamese air force — an 

that the ^aigoi/goveramont ^ 

has been told that heroin J?- t0 ,1CC Presl - 
trafficking, is the one crime ? ° nt J ' l °“ yen Ky > the 

that cannot be tolerated former air marshal who still 

.There JsTsome evidence** that f faCto . eontvo1 of 

the South Vietnamese gen- ' traffic^’ Wlth th ° hGr ' 
erals and other officials ” ^ ff . „ , 

have gotten this message. Though Ky lias vehe- 

One American nffiriai nl . ently denied this, it is 
who admits that some genet- in Sou - th ' 

als may have been involved volveri in^fiL n°i i Was - ln ' 
in past heroin smugglin'' t°[, 1 i , V, ° ld . opium 
says that ciiey have now £?, C f unt ‘ 1 . hc , d ,? cided to 
dropped it. • ■ brush up his public image. 

r r; . Dzu was already on 

pfficml says that shaky ground when the * 
officers, drug charges cropped up. 

m* mmm 

in a certain amount of personal meeting with Presi- 
opium smuggling — which dent Thieu. 


/ 
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: :‘X > cr’i:>ps •■'i.'; bar; slierlrhg of the 
disdosn'b -...lb. Xbnbgen pc: m; is. 
tho extent to fchich tlio 'y.dT.u ".jhtes 


Piiuu iup seen : 


;j]V 


dabbler, 
type activiobn. 

V - The papers show dearly Gw rob tho 
•XJ.S. played in the craibrov/ m South 
Vietnamoso 'Pi: ddrn'; Xbui. 1,10 only 
unusual of (by ptr-iv i 3 

many ti Up details have became public. 
Al 0 r im a 1 1 7, ■ do Cbutrdl T-/ T vr.v.eo 
.A^oiicy ;; it ; trucks Yv c .- - .-cel. - 
/ Try (bean X'.irtfQ t: dc a prb' ; boat- 
ing, for rvxmpb, 070 j. t '20; da of .a 
•Viotaaraace, who v.*as described 'as • a 
clouete. a gent. Bn; tin CIA, v hi was 
._r.ecr.socl of being behind tan pbt, 'man- 
aged* to aecaoB with as implied, and not 
proved;, rob bi-P;.o ;;:o;nr. “ ’ f 

-.'The ( : v:l\uixv;; nsjioct 'of m& nciivi’ 
tios is II; 0 na;;gs.<: that t ho men who plan 
and’ approve yb ym bscorViO hovel- 
or;"d to thorr methods. A. guy who 
CiOO'.'r'; blink; rf order-leg a a enoruy . 
agent rubbed out, or a gov.-rormohi: tem- 
pled, just might bneonia eovfusod about 
.his proper 'ooruhn in relaUna to c.oreos- 
Go issues. .• c sssasuhia'doH is m necopts- 
Mo rnetlicrt fox* iwyolov/vy* •. ting U.G. for- 
eign policy, tlion way isn’t it a perfectly 
decent approach for taking cars of do- 
toastie .opposition? : - 
•• y Testifying tins week before a - con-' 
gressional commit ioa, Atty. Gen. John 
Mitchell indicated that the U.G. is will- 
ing to rise whatever means, are handy to 
dry up narcotics tra'lin, :;. a ... 

• MitehoH said that -the- government:.- 
knows the identities of a xramber of top . 
Asian- officials .Y/ho are trafficking in'., 
narcotics, including some Laotian and,. 
South Vlotnamsvo ixcHtary leaders. ;;; 
''.'How wilt, tho' U.G. deal vviih them,' n 
Saw} Miteheh:-'. “ .... h ; 


steps r.r.a J;elcg taken in sprue pc these 
countries ' to ' clivninato thsir participa- . 
■tion . . in iiafcollcs distribution. 

Sen. Edinund. MssMe then asked 
Mitchell H vny.-o .aro-pkns to. eliminate 
their robs in governraeat, as well as' 
drag trafficking. 

“We anticipate v/e wilt he able to. do. 
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, " halt the novcoiics traffic: insofar* a.s it 
involves Aroeriesns. . .. . •••• 

Tilvon f;o, \vo y.c-j-1 a hz /Tiovo tljan n 
little queasy, wh.on the- attorney -general 
/. of the united States, talks slyly ahont 

• “other j'noauf; of p;r:suas.'on.” And v/hsn 
senators chucMo cosiily over tlio iuinli- 
cation that vvo’re rot 'above "a back •• 

. alley approach to getting oar way, v/e’ro 

• "more than queasy. -V/c’ro downright 

■ nvorriecl. ’ . ’ . . . .-: . 

■ In Mitchell’s .case, the statement to 
the coinn'iittee fits in with roany of his 
other remarks about tho rights of socie- 
ty being more important than individual 
rights, fad too ranch coddling of crimi- 
nals, and accusing dissenters of acting 
like rls.'ds, etc. - ' . • - »’ 

1 , ' . . This nation is roofed in tho belief tha> 

- ' nothing is roovo important than individ- 
■ r.ol rights. Absolutely nothing. And that. 

• means that sometimes society as. a 
■ whole must suffer to assure the preser- 

I ■ .vatlon of what the declaration of Trade- 
f psudeaco calls inalienable. rights. . : ' 
Ofliex* nations, may -not play, by tho 
•‘same set of rules. In sorno, iadividual 
>p liberty isn’t even considered a practical 
:: concept. But in the United States it is 
' - more than a concept, it is the gut issue 
. , of survival. Tilvory action •— at' homo or 


abroad 


•corncrormsos our corn- 


.snifmont to that posilion weakens the 
.'nation, rot otrengthcas it. as some in our 
leader, ship seem, to believe. . 

, So senators chuckle- when the attor- 
ney general hints that tho end justifies 
tho means. But when they do, they risk 
. chuckling our freedoms — and theirs -- 
.-into nothingness.:.-. ' f-.- . . . ". • 
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By IVER PETERSON 

New York Times News Service 

SAIGON — Maj. Gen. Ngo 
y Dzu, who was identified Wednes- 
day by an American congress- 
man as being one of the 5 ‘chief 
traffickers” in heroin in South 
Vietnam, said this morning that 
the charges were the “poor in- 
vention” of a jealous army rival, 
and that the Communists may 
have had a subtle hand in the 
controversy. 

Dzu added that the congress- 
man, Rep. Richard Steele, 
R-Conn., had become an unwit- 
ting dupe in a methodical plot to 
unseat him from his command 
of South Victnan’s Military Re- 
gion II, which covers the Central 
Highlands. 

* Dzu’s chief American adviser, 
John Paul Vann, staunchly de- 
fended the general in a tele- 
phone interview from his office 
m Nhatrand. He called the 
charges “a tremendous act of 
sabotage” and sharply criticized 
Steele for apparently basing his 
charges— made intestimony be- 
fore a House Foreign Affairs 
subcommittee— on two anony- • 
mous and unsubstantiated let- 
ters, composed by Dzu’s rival 
and sent to the American Em- 
bassy. 

•Steele Is Adamant 

(An Associated Press dispatch 
from New Haven, Conn , quoted 
Steele as saying that his accusa- 
tions were based on “hard intel- 
ligence” now in the hands of 
U .S. Ambassador Ellsworth 
Bunker, and not on anonymous 
letters as Dzu suggested. 

. (“You don't say this unless 
. . 'you are in a position to know,” 
he declared. The congressman 
said he was unsure when or 
j&vhat action would be taken 


against Dzu, but added: “I 
would hope they would put him 
under indictment.”) 

- Dzu flew to Saigon yesterday': 
in an attempt to trace the.- 
charges against him and to 
plead his innocence before Pres- 
ident Nguyen Van Thieu. The 
president refused to see the gen- 
eral, and the rest of the govern- 
ment, through its officials and 
other spokesmen, turned what 
appeared to be a cold shoulder 
■toward him. 

But the general had a later 
and apparently satisfying dinner 
with a close friend of the presi- 
dent’s, Sen. Hoang Xuan Tuu, 
who assured him that Thieu 
would see him later today. 

“President Thieu understands 
the campaign against me,” Dzu 
said in an interview. 

Maps I-Iis Defense 

The portly, 45-year-old geneal, 
who speaks a vivid colloquial 
English, said he would return to 
his headquarters in Pleiku today 
but would return “in three or 
four days” with proof of the al- 
leged plot against him. He said 
his revelations would prove that 
two anonymous- letters, contain- 
ing the false charges of his role 
in smuggling heroin to U.S. 
forces in South Vietnam, had 
been sent to the U.S. Embassy 
in Saigon, and that the embassy 
had in turn given theTetters to 
Steels during his recent Vietnam 
tour. 

“I cannot say who my enemy 
is,” Dzu said during the inter- 
view, suddenly switching into Vi- 
etnamese. “Rut yoij Snow, and I 
know, and the Vietnamese pa- 
pers all know who he is.” 

II o w eve r-, Dzu’s brother- 
in-law, Capt. Nguyen Quang Bat, 
confirmed that the “enemy” 


was Maj. Gen, Lu Lan, whom 
Dzu replaced as commander of 
the II Corps last year with many 
'mutual hard feelings. . ; 

Heads Investigating Unit - 

Lan is now chief inspector 
general of the Army, and there- 
fore its principal criminal inves- 
tigator. 

Lan told a Vietnamese news- 
paper last week that Dzu took, 
his powerful job away from him 
by having the Americans peddle 
their influence with Thieu. 

Lan accused Van n in particu- 
lar of having exerted his consid- 
erable influence with the U.S. 
Army command, with the U.S. 
Embassy and in the presidential 
palace to have Dzu take over the 
command of II Corps. Before the 
move, Dzu commanded the IV 
Corps, in the Mekong Delta, 
where Vann was his chief civil- 
ian adviser. 

Last May 16, Van n followed 
Dzu to the Central Highlands as 
his adviser and as the top Amer- 
ican in II Corps. 

Intercession Denied 

Vann this morning strongly 
denied having interceded on 
Dzu’s behalf to land him the 
command of II Corps. 

According to Dzu and his par- 
tisans in the controversy, the 
attack on him began last April 2 
when the first anonymous letter 
was sent to Ambassador Bunker 
accusing the general of corrup- 
tion, and particularly with using 
his position and military assets 
to smuggle heroin into South 
Vietnam. • ; 

A second letter was allegedly ’ 
sent on April 16, reiterating the 
charges and alleging further evi- 
dence of wrong-doing against 
Dzu. 
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v WASHINGTON,. July 7 —‘A. 
high-ranking South Vietnamese 
general was named by a mem- 
ber of Congress before a House 
foreign Affairs subcommittee 
today as “one of the chief traf- 
fickers in heroin in Southeast 

I Asia.” 

Gen. ' Ngo Dzu, commander 
of the South Vietnamese Army’s 

II Corps* was named by Rep- 
resentative Robert H. Steele, 
[Republican of Connecticut, in 
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“U.S. military 

have provided Ambassador [Ells- 
worth] Bunker with hard in- 
telligence that one; of the chief 
traffickers is Ge/n. Ngo Dzu, the 

commander of II Corps,” he 
said. “Dzu is one of the stanch- 
est military backers of Presi- 
dent Thieu and one of the lead- 
ing strongmen in the current 
Saigon Government.” 

Mr. Steele said that Gen.j 
; Ouane Rathikoune, Chief of the| 
Laotian General Staff, was also 
"reportedly deeply, involved in! 
the heroin traffic.” He said 
General Ouane’s troops pro- 
tected opium and heroin re- 
fineries along the Mekong River 
and also transported heroin on 
Laotian military aircraft. 

Action Taken Against Peddlers 
In Saigon, Mr. Steele said, 
“The Government cracked 
down on street peddlers at our 
insistence and that was easy.’ 

“They have started to crack 
down on their customs people 
and it’s had some effect, he 
went on. "But now we come 
to the top strongman— a gen- 
eral in South Vietnam — and I; 
wonder just how serious the 
Government will be about its 
crackdown. , . . . 

“I don’t say put him before 
a firing squad, but he must be 

stopped” „ . , 

The 32-year-old Mr. Steele, a 
former agent of the Central 

UUUV.UUU ULiVl v» » w — Intelligence Agency, estimated 

, Mr. Steele told the subcom- in his Cmigressional study re- 
mittee that since submitting his port in May . ^ 
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Maj. Gen. Ngo Dzu 

(testimony bn a proposed amend-' 
Iment to the foreign aid exten- 
sion bill that would cut off aid 
to any country failing to deal 
j effectively with illicit opium 
iproduction and distribution 


.recent report on illicit heroin 
[trafficking ' and addiction of 
[United . States servicemen in 
Southeast Asia, “I have learned 
that South Vietnamese military 
officers continue . to deal .in 
large quantities of heroin and 
[to. ‘ transport it around South' 
Vietnam in Military aircraft and 
[vehicles.” > ' s j 

(When Mr. Steele testified 
in Washington, it was already 
night in South Vietnam, and 
it was not possible to obtain 
comment from General Dzu, 
who was in Pleiku in the area 
of his cornmand, Military 
.Region II in the Central High- ‘ 


cent of the American service- 
men in Indochina had become 
addicted to heroin. The report 
was based on investigations he* 
made in the area with Repre- 
sentative Morgan T. Murphy, 
Democrat of Illinois. 

In Vietnam, Mr. Steele talked 
with the highest civil and mili- 
tary authorities of the United 
States and South Vietnam. He 
has kept in touch with man y 
of the 50 officials, including 
Ambassador Bunker, who were 
mentioned in the appendix of 
his report and last night was 
in touch with several of them 
in Saigon by telephone. 

Testimony by Mitchell 

Mr. Steele’s statements par- 
alleled testimony by - Attorney 
General - John W,. Mitchell to. 
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By FELIX BELAIR Jr,' i;':,;... ‘ *t 

* . SpeoUl fc-'*The New YorlcTimes. : , . 

authorities day before a Senate joint sub- 
committee tha t tne Unuea 
States had identified a.numoer 
of Southeast Asian leaders in- 
volved in illegal drug traffic 
and was prepared to use* its 
full authority "and other means 
of persuasion” to cud. their 
particioation in government as 
well as in narcotics trafficking. 

Under questioning by Sena- 
tor Edmund S. Muskie. Demo- 
crat of Maine. Mr. MitcheU said 
that high political and military 
leaders in Burma, Laos ; and 
Thailand as well as South Viet- 
nam were deeply involved m 
drug traffic. . , 

The Attorney General said, he j 
could not identify nny of tee. 
political or military leaders ex- 
cept in a closed session of the 
subcommittee, but he declared: 
“We feel we have identified 
some of them and have taken 
- initiatives in some of the coun- 
tries to eliminate their partici- 
pation.” • 

“You feel you will he able 
to eliminate their participation 
both in the drug traffic and in 
government?” Senator Muskie 
asked. 

“We anticipate we will be 
able to do this to the extent 
that our country has- jurisdic- 
tion or other means of per- 
suasion,” the Attorney General 
replied. ' . . • 

Two subcommittees of the 
Senate Committee on Govern- 
ment Operations sat as a joint, 
panel to hear testimony from 
Mr. Mitchell, Elliot L. Richard- 
son, Secretary of Health, Edu-. 
cation and ’Welfare, and David 
Packard,- Deputy Secretary of 
Defense, on President Nixon’s 
plan to create a new special 
action office in the White 
House for the prevention of 
drug abuse. . . , 

In response to questions bv 
Senator Abraham A. Ribicoff, 
Democrat of Connecticut, Mr. 
Packard said the Pentagon was 
prepared to grant retroactive 
amnesty — on a case by case 
basis — to servicemen “dis- 
charged under less than honor- 
able circumstances because of 
drug abuse.” 

Mr. Packard read the panel 
.a policy memorandum sent to- 
day to all service secretaries 
directing that “evidence de- 
veloped by, or as a direct re- 
sult of urinalysis administered 
( for the purpose of identifying 
•drug abusers may not be used 
I in any disciplinary action under 


Justice or as a basis for sup- 
• porting an administrative dis- 
charge under, less than favor- 
able circumstances.” 

It is only “fair and equi- 
table” that former addicts in 
the military forces be given the 
-same chance as present service- 
men to earn a clean record and 
jan honorable discharge, the 
‘Deputy Secretary send. 

| Amnesty Program Criticized 

\ The military amnesty pro- 
gram for addicts has been 
jeriticized in and out of Con- 
Igress because some servicemen 
Kvho turned themselves in for 
^treatment have been subjected 
|to .disciplinary or punitive ■ 
[measures. 

} Servicemen found to have 
’been involved in selling nar- 
cotics or in other criminal 
activities are specifically ex- : 
eluded from the retroactive 
amnesty, Mr. * Packard ex-’ . 
plained. j 

The core of the Admlnistra-j 
tion’s case for the President’s 
$ 155-million special action pro- 
gram was that the war against 
narcotics addiction cannot suc- 
ceed until the Federal Govern- 
ment brings all its resources to . 
bear through a new office in 
the White House. Its three 
spokesmen said the effort now 
was fragmented among nine 
Federal bureaus and agencies 
and was- not being carried out 
Senator Ribicoff conceded 
that the changes planned under 
the President's coordination 
plan were good “as far as it 
goes.” 

“But I believe we will need 
much more than a new box on 
an organization chart,” the 
Connecticut Senator said. “It 
begins to look as though when 
we don’t know what else to do 
and we want to create the 
illusion of action and concern, 
;V7e create a new unit in the 
| White House and assign it the 
itask of coordinating some un-*. 
known solution to the prob- 
lem.” 

As co-chairman of the joint 
’panel, Senator Ribicoff astted 
the Administration officials: 
“What do you believe are the 
causes of the drug abuses crisis 
in the nation?” _ 1 1 

' Attorney General - Mitchell, 
■said he was not qualified to 
answer, fully but suggested that 
the causes included “despond- 
ency, psychiatric reliance and 
the fact that many young peo- 
ple find it sociable to join 
iothevsin these activities.” 

I After extensive discussion, 
[the only point on which the 
[committee members and admin- 
istration spokesmen appeared 
to be fully agreed ‘was the ac- 
curacy of President Nixon’s as- 
sertion in a recent message to 


sernon m kwh. 

: CIA-RDP80-01 601 R 001 OOOOtftOO^that mounting narco 

tics addiction was - a national 





STATOTHR 


CHICAGO 0BIBU3JS . 

Approved For Release SOOI/Oa/O^^/fcf^PSO-OI 601 R001 


gsieiii Hit: 'Thai 




nix 




i ramcMiuie 


BANGKOK, Thailand, July 3 
m — One of Southeast Asia’s 
most successful commercial 
ventures is the illegal produc- 
tion and sale of heroin. ■ 
There is irony in the fact that 
virtually all of the heroin 
smoked and injected by Ameri- 
can GIs ' in Viet Nam is 
; smuggled thru Thailand, a 
i staunch American ally in the 
: Tndochina War, • 

; Thailand also is the conduit 
! for an increasing amount of 
illicit h e r o i n ’entering the . 
United States, 

* • U.S. Seeks Solution 
Spurred by President Nixon, . 
the U.S. government has turned 
more ■ attention to trying to 
solve the problem that may 
prove to have more staying 
power than the war itself. 
American diplomats in 
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Pep. Morgan Murphy 

V 

some of their 


These are 
findings: 

Some of the Southeast 


Bangkok have reached in the ; opIum is prcce .^ cd jnfo h 


past with boredom and host! 
to n’ewsmen’s questions about 
opium and heroin traffic in 
Thailand. Newsmen were lolcj 
tliey could not interview for the 
record American officials here 
about the drugs. The explana- 
tion was such news stories 
would damage relations bet- 
ween the U. S, and Thailand. 

Meanwhile, agents from the 
U.S. Bureau of Narcotics and 


iSsan 

2 i'oin 

which is smuggled to the U.S. 
by couriers on commercial and 
military a i r c r a f t . Some is 
mailed to the U.S. by American 
military personnel, using both 
commercial and military postal 
services. 

Cite Smuggling Pontes 
Most of the heroin is smug-' 
■glecl into South Viet Norn thru 
Thailand and- Lacs. It is 


Dangerous Drugs were working produced from poppies grown 
tem the in mountainous areas of bur- 


in 


against great odds to sfci: 
opium and heroin .tide 
Thailand. ; 

Make Congress Probe 

It took two U. S. representa- 
tives, armed with congressional 
Investigative powers, to spell 
out publicly Thailand’s role as 
a passageway in the drug 
.traffic. . 

Rep. Morgan F. Murphy, [D., 
III.] and Robert 11 Stale, [R., 
Conn.] came up with some 
recommendations. Murphy rep- 
resents Chicago’s South Side. 
Steele is a former agent for the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

The t wo representatives 
talked with U.S. narcotics 
agents here for a report 
conducted under the auspices of 
the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee 


Carried in Planes 
Some of the heroin smuggled 
into South Viet Nam is carried 
in commercial aircraft and in 
planes of the Lactian-Thai .and 
South Vietnamese 'air forces 
the representatives said. 

They said ■ that in Laos 
"government armed forces are 
major wholesalers of opium 
and heroin 'and have been 
directly involved in large-scale 
smuggling activities." 


ma, Laos, Thailand and parts 
of Yunnan Province in Com- 
munist China. 

.; American citizens, mostly 
former servicemen, recently 
have moved to Thailand and 
have gotten into the business of 
smuggling heroin. The repre- 
sentative said they were told by 
U.S. agents that bar patrons 
are recruited as heroin couriers 
to thc -U. S. and that U. S.; 
military personnel on active 
duty are recruited to ship 
heroin to the U.S. -thru the # 
military postal system. . ' ;■ 

The Bureau of Customs on 
April 5 seized 17 pounds of 
heroin in a piece of military 
mail from Bangkok. The pack- 
age seized was being* shipped 
to Monmouth, N.J., and com 

Ap p ro\^fednEi> ikRetesfrs&ZtJGl /667&7 

million. * 1 


Murphy a n d St’eelc also ‘ 
charged that heroin has been 
smuggled in a private airline 
financed by the CTA. However^ 
they said, "’There is no evi- 
dence that any official of a U.S. 
agency has ever been involved 
in the smuggling of heroin into 
South Viet Nam." ■" 

Linked to Troops 

Their report also said hbroiu 
.is smuggled into South Viet 
Nam from Bangkok "by Thai 
soldiers either returning from 
leave or these beginning a lour 
of duty in South Viet Nam. 

Many of these soldiers travel in 
-U.S. military aircraft." 

"A former diplomat and 
member, of one of the most 
respected Thai families is 
reputed to be .one of the key 
figures in th'e opium, morphine 
base and heroin operations in 
that country and thruout South- 
east Asia, ".they said. . 

Steele told reporters while in 
Bangkok that he was aware of 
the U.S. diplomats’ policy of 
suppressing news of the drug 
traffic on the grounds that it 
might prove embarrassing to 
Thailand.'., 

“That . policy is going to 
change." -Steele said. "It is not 
the policy of the Nixon adminis- 
tration." ’ ' ■ 

They said the U.S. mission m 
Thailand "should bo # more 
forcceful" in convincing the 
Thai government that the U.S. 
needs and expects increased • 
action to stop the illegal traffic 
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Tell That Efforts 

Their report noted that Thai- 
land had attempted, without 
much success, to encourage hill 
tribesmen to grow crops other 
thau opium. 

It said Thailand has sought 
the help of the U.N. in dealing 
■with the problem and also "has 
initiated efforts to destroy the 
poppy crops. However, it said 
enforcement has proven almost 
impossible because the areas 
are too remote and because of 
the Communist-inspired insurg- 
ency in the area. . ■ 
z Murphy and Steele want 
Thailand to 
sources to 
their capability • to intercept 
illegal shipments of. opium, 
morphine and heroin." 


"devote 'more rc- 
improvement of 
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i . The director of the Bureau 
of Narcotics and Dangerous 
’Drugs reported to Senator 
: Cliff Hansen (B-Wyo.) Wednes- 
day that the CIA is his 
v / bureaifs strongest ally in the 
? fight .against illegal narcotics 
trade from foreign sources. 

The letter from Bureau 
Director John E. Ingersoll 
refuted the allegation by poet 
Allen Ginsberg at a University 
* of Wyoming function that the 
intelligence agency encou- 
raged opium traffickers in 
Indochina. 

‘‘CIA has for some time, 
been this bureau’s strongest/ 
partner in identifying foreign 
sources and routes of illegal 
trade in narcotics,” -Ingersoli 
told Hansen. 

Hansen said he would get 
the facts on the allegation 
because: “I do not take such 
serious charges against our 


E’aefe 


Afooat CIA 


\ 


government lightly, nor do I 
feel the students at our univer- 
sity can afford to take such 
charges lightly. None of us 
should allow unjust criticism 
of our government to go 
unchallenged.” 

Ginsberg’s charges, in 
which lie referred to an article 
in “B a m parts Maga zinc,” 
first were made at the univer- 
sity following an address by 
Hausen to a ROTC group. 

FtJJOYA SENSt&LE rn*P 
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Under the While ‘House’s, program, addicts are now identified 
through urinalysis tests of all Gls before they embark for the U.S. 
from Vietnamese ports. The addicts arc held m service, for SO more 
clays to he de-loxified and given basic reluibililation treatment. After 
30 ..days, they are offered further treatment if it is indicated— on a 

voluntary basis, ■ 

He*c! Yo&f /III the Mon tv. Uiutcrtn . , 


liy. PAUL KEALY ' ‘ 

Washington, June 29— Congress seems bent on giving 
President Nixon even stronger weapons than lie asked for 
in his highly, touted "war on drug abuse,” particularly in 
the armed forces. . \ . 

When it opened hearings on the crash program yesterday, the 
House Health subcommittee signalled a dear desire to broaden the 
powers of the proposed White House “drug 1 czar.” The plan is to give 

him control over drug programs in the 
military and law-enforcement agencies, 

■ |yf OVltr^ AfKrCSd! ns well as over the nine civilian agen- 
' cies already specified in the bill. . 
r,j, . ^r t .„ > Toughening of the Nixon program 
••Oti: tH’lsG’j r if in another direction was predicted 

today for The News by Rep. Robert JL 
Steele (Il-Conn.), whose report on the 
frightening 1 rise of heroin addition 
• * among GJs abroad touched off national 

Analvzin^ the strengths and weaknesses of the Nixon bid for 
the first ‘lime’ Steele started by praising the President on several 
counts. Tliis is mor than the White House has done for Steele. 

One might have thought the White House would turn at least 
a portion of its spotlight on the kind of 32-ycar-cIcl Republican the 
party badly needs. Steele, a for- 


In the Services 


Vi 


mer Soviet specialist for the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency, is a 
savvy, attractive newcomer from 
eastern Connecticut. On hi ay 27, 
he and Rep. Morgan F. Murphy 
(D-Ill.) issued a 32-page report 
on their nine - nation investiga- 
tion of the worlds opium and 
heroin centers for the House For- 
eign Affairs Committee. 

Among other alarming find- 
ings, the report disclosed esti- 
mates that ns many as 10 r / c to 
15 Vo of U.S. servicemen in South 
Vietnam were addicted to heroin, 

Steele was invited to brief mem- 
bers of the National Security 
Council and the Domestic Coun- 
cil. The White House then 
speeded up the drafting of its 
drug program and wrapped in 
eight recommendations of the re- 
port, with no credit to Steele (or 
Murphy) • when it was announced 
with great fanfare by Nixon 
himself June 17. 

Steele today praised Nixon for 
recalling his ambassadors from 

France, Turkey, Mexico, Thai- . . , 

land, and South Vietnam, and personally insisting that they, get 
more cooperation from those governments on cutting off the ilo\/ 
of narcotics. ■ - . ' 

Steele likewise lauded the President for asking Congress jor 



. If this is indeed a crash program. Steele believes the urinalysis 
tests should be^ given to all GIs in Vietnam, and also to the U.S. 
tro.ops stationed in liurope. The earlier you detect an addict, the 
better chance you have to treat him, he noted. Also, an addict who 
knows he will be checked at the embarkation point need only refrain 
from taking. drugs for 'iS hours beforehand in order to pass the 
urinalysis test. , 

As for the holding of an addict in uniform for a more 30 addi- 
tional days of treatment, Steele argued, "A very substantial number 
of these men will not have been rehabilitated in 30 days.” 

"What do you do with a man who is not motivated to continue 
treatment and is going back on the street?” he asked. "What does 
the President say? He says you let him go! We say you have to keep 
control. He is a time-bomb wb.cn he. gets out.” 

Steele and Murphy propose that the civilian service secretaries 
have authority to civilly commit such an addict to the head of the 
Veterans Administration for mandatory further rehabilitation treat- 
ment, on the recommendation of the chief medical officer of each 
service. 

Wad's Mere llcscarch on Preventives 


If addicts are allowed to leave the service unreh a b dilated, Steele 


asked, "How many will go out on the streets and infect others, 
commit crimes, etc?” 

"Wc must avoid letting this program become a gimmick to 
relieve the military of their responsibility (to fight heroin addic- 
tion),” he added. . 

The ^ Steel e-Murphy bill, which deals solely with’ narcotics use 
in the military, is co-sponsored by 70 other congressmen, so it seems 
to stand a fair passage of approval by the now d rug-conscious 
House. .. * •••*• 

* - yl Stechgaud ' Murphy also are urging that the government’s 're- 
sea‘reh' programs into finding “antagonistic” drugs on the order of 

.reded 
id 

gOiUg 

for research under the President’s program.”. 


search' programs into funding antagonistic drugs on .the order o: 
Wiolhadon'e, and perhapsfsqme sort -of yaccinairen^cirne; he- ex yon dec 
to tl«P tune 5 . of $25 "million the first ‘yeaFhmd ■? -T* 0| J rt f 5 3 M o j i the'seconc 
>Lav; Steele! - ccmpl a hied, '"We can’t' figure' ebb" how ‘ much* is* gohif 


Robert H. Steole 
His discoveries were checking 


authority to 


create a centralized drug office right in the White 


House, and for choosing; as his drug czar the. able director of the 
Illinois state program, Dr. Jerome II. Jaffe. 

But the Congressman wants the czar to have control over the 
.military side of the problem and be has "serious reservations’ about 
•Nixon’s commitment to the rehabilitation of addicts due to be <bs-* 
charged from the service. . . ^ 
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retuimcd from Vietnam now 
' looking for jobs. Almost none of 
them — and those who arcjoining 
them weekly — are likely to latch 
on to any payroll check that 
would support an addict’s habit. 
The addict will turn naturally to 
crime. • 
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By JACK BELL 
Gannett N ews S eni c e 


WASHINGTON — President 
Nixon is making a tragic mistake 
in his assessment that the use of 
drugs by U.S. servicemen in 
Vietnam is “by no means a major' 
part of the American narcotics 
problem”, as he said in his drug 


Nobody really knows how 
many uniformed young Ameri- 
cans in Southeast Asia are 
mortgaging their future lives J?y_ 
using dangerous drugs. Only' re- 
cently and belatedly has offi- 
cialdom become grudgingly 
alarmed at the spread of tins 
menace. 


This is all very well as far as it 
goes. But.it does nothing for the 
thousands of addicts who still 
.have time to serve in Vietnam. 
Steele’s suggestion that all U.S. 
servicemen be tested at least 
once ’ a month ought to be 
followed. 

: Nixon' has promised to attack 
die narcotics supply on an inter- 
national plane. He is having some 
success in Turkey, where the 


crop 


government is struggling to 
.control the growing of opium 
poppies. Smuggled opium from 
Turkey is said to be the source of. 
three-fourths of the heroin en- 


The U.S. Central . Intelligence } / 
Agency, under fire for its para-j 
military activities in Laos,] 
knows about these .operations.! 
What would be wrong if it werej 
commissioned to buy up the; 
opium harvest of the area at] 
premium prices? Opium has le*' 
gitimate medical uses and the; 
project would not be a total loss, . 


( • 


abuse control 
Congress. 


message to 


The accelerated movement of- 
the bored or scared “grunts” into 
the legion of those who smoke or 
snort herion strikes at the heart ' 
of the narcotics cancer of the 
future, if not of the present. 


Rep. Seymour HaIpera,R-N.Y., 
who bought heroin easily on the 
streets of Saigon to demonstrate 
its availability, estimates there 
are CO, COO users of the drug in 
uniform. This works out close to 
one quarter of the U.S. troops 
in the war zone. 


tering this country. * 


THIS progress in Europe, 
however, has not been matched 
in Asia. .There, the friendly 
countries of Burma, Laos and 
Thailand produce about 700 tons 


i 


t 


What happens to those young 
men when they come home - 
hooked with a habit' they can 
.stand off for $5 a day in Saigon, 
where the dope is pure and 
cheap? They will find the price of 
their habit has gone up to $100 a 
day in the United States, where- 
the drug is so cut that to get any 
charge from it they will have to 
pump jt directly into their blood. 


Reps. Morgan F. Murphy, D- 
Dl., and Robert H. Steele, R- 
Conn., who made their own in- 
vestigation in Vietnam, think 
30,000 to 40,000 have a serious 
heroin habit. 


•' CHAIRMAN Vance Hartke, D- 
I Inch, of the Senate Veterans 
V Affairs Committee, estimates 
I' there ere more tkm 575,000 men 


NIXON’S new program is 
aimed primarily at reducing the 
number of GI addicts who will 
come home untreated and at 
providing folowup treatment for 
them. Urine tests will be given all 
returning veterans. Detected 
addicts will be put- through a 
seven-day course of 
detoxification in Vietnam, 
followed by three weeks of 
treatment at home. ‘ , 


’ of opium annually, about half of • 
[ the world’s ^illicit output. 

' Production of the raw drug and 
its refining is carried on in the 
; “Golden Triangle” border area 
that feeds heroin into Sou til 
Vietnam. There it is sold on the 
streets — often by children — to 
American . servicemen. The, 
Nixon administration has put the 
screws on Saigon’s President! 
Nguyen Van Thieu to crack down j 
on the traffic. But this fails to get] 
at the supply. V j 


This would be no more costly' 
nor fantastic in its concept than’ 
the CIA’s equipping, training and j 
transporting troops that won onpi 
revolution (Guatemala) and lost! 
another (Cuba). And if it could be! 
carried out, it might salvage a ' 
great many twisted lives among I 
the Americans who remain in 
South Vietnam. :i 


Discussions with the govern-! 
: ments of Burma, Laos and] 
Thailand are not going to get very 
far. Unfortunately., these' 
; governments have very little j 
j clout in the Mekong River ti'i- ; 
border area, where irregular ! 
“armies” and Chinese buy the ; 
•opium crops, run the refineries! 
and transport heroin. 


r : • 
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techniques will have to he ' adopted. Good' 
management will also require extraordinary 
care In selecting key departmental executives 
and the optimum utilization of the senior 
civil service staff. Many other Federal reor- 
ganizations have faltered on this score and 
|m vo failed to produce the anticipated bene- . 
/Its because of managerial deficiencies. 

For all these reasons we endorse your re- 
organization proposals and convey to you 
the willingness of representatives of the 
League, as a public interest organization, to 
voice our support as appropriate. Some of 
us may have varying views with respect to 
tho transfer or assignment of particular 
functions. Admittedly, there are many Issues 
concerning the most suitable locus for spe- 
cific bureaus of programs and reasonable 
men can expect to have some differences 
concerning them. Likewise, alternative clus- 
tering of functions and agencies within the 
general context of tho plan may prove to 
have merit. Nevertheless, this in no way di- 
lutes- our endorsement of the basic princi- 
ples and concepts underlying the proposed 
creation of these four new departments of 
government. 

Please accept the good wishes of our Board 
as you proceed with the important task of 
forming a Federal organization which will 
produce bettor responsivity and efficiency 
In Federal administration. 

Very truly yours, 

Mortimer 3\f, Caplin, 

^ . President . 

Bernard L.« Gl adieu x, 

• Chairman , Executive Committee. 


POLLUTION 

✓ Mr. ROLLINGS. Mr. President, as 
chairman of the Subcommittee on 
Oceans and Atmosphere I have become 
increasingly aware of the horror of pol- 
lution. Our Nation’s lakes and waterways 
arc becoming unusable, wildlife is being 
destroyed, and the water shortages 
throughout the country are receiving 
national concern. We have a responsi- 
bility to reverse the dangerous actions 
Which man has perpetrated on his en- 
vironment for the past generations. 1 
commend to the Senate the concurrent 
resolution of the South Carolina Gen- 
eral Assembly, and ask unanimous con- 
sent that it be printed in the Record. 

There being no objection, the resolu- 
tion was ordered to be printed in the 
Record, as follows: 

Concurrent Resolution 
• Memorializing' Congress to enact legislation 
to prohibit the Savannah District Army 
* Corps of Engineers from permitting the 
dumping of sewage in Lake Hartwell in 
in South Carolina 

Whereas, the Savannah District of Army 
Corps of Engineers has received an appli- 
cation from a firm in Anderson, South. Caro- 
lina to permit it to construct and maintain 
a discharge line which will discharge treated 
effluents from a holding pond into Lake Hart- 
well near where U.S. Highway 7G crosses Six 
and Twenty Mile Creek; and 
Whereas, the application If granted would 
■ permit concern to dump eight thousand gal- r 
Ions of treated sewage a day into the Six and 
Twenty Mile Creek channel of Lake Hartwell; 

Whereas, Lake Hartwell has been developed 
as a residential area and as ah outstanding 
recreational spa attracting many thousands 
annually to its shore to indulge in such 
water sports as swimming, water skiing, 
boating and fishing; and 
Whereas, the dumping of sewage whether 
treated or not presents a threat to the health 
and safety of residents in the vicinity and 
. the many users of the facilities of Lake Hart- 
well. Now, therefore, be it resolved by the 


^GRESSTCOnaL KECORl/ -■--‘■SEN; 

House of Representatives, the Senate concur- 
ring: / 

That the Congress of the United States is 
hereby memorialized to enact such legislation 
as may be necessary to prohibit the Savannah 
District Corps of Army Engineers from ap- 
proving a proposal to permit the dumping of 
sewage in Lake Hartwell in South Carolina. 

Be it further resolved that copies of this 
Resolution be forwarded to the Clerk of the 
United States Senate, to the Clerk of the. 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of Congress from South 
Carolina. 


DOT ADMITS USING TAXPAYER 

FUNDS TO PROMOTE SST AMONG 

GRADE-SCHOOL CHILDREN 

Mr. PROXMIBE. Mr. President, a few 
weeks ago I wrote to the Department of 
Transportation requesting information 
about a booklet that DOT has been dis- 
tributing to the Nation’s schools. The 
booklet is entitled “SST-T~T— Sound, 
Sense, Today, Tomorrow, Thereafter.” 
The distribution of this booklet has been 
underway for quite some time, as part of 
the Department’s aviation education pro- 
gram. 

The booklet is little more than an at- 
tempt to propagandize our children as to 
the virtues of the SST. It minimizes — in- 
deed, almost dismisses — the problem of 
the sonic boom. It makes no reference 
whatsoever to other environmental prob- 
lems, such as excessive sideline noise or 
upper atmospheric pollution. It praises 
the virtue of speed to the hilt— but with- 
out nfentioning that fewer than 3 per- 
cent of ‘us might ever be able to take ad- 
vantage of it. 

The booklet’s adventure stories are 
geared in the same direction. Children 
are introduced to "The Supersonic Pussy- 
cat” — the lucky pet that gets to fly to 
Paris in 2Y?. hours; to “Deci Belle”— 
who was attracted to any noise, "the 
louder the better”; to “Maxwell- the 
Mouse,” “Shaky the Helicopter,” and 
other unforgettable characters. There is 
a teacher’s manual accompanying these 
stories, suggesting exercises which can 
excite interest in supersonic flight. 

Mr. President, my letter to Secretary of- 
Transportation sought information as ta 
the cost of the booklet, its date of print-} 
ins,' the number of copies distributed, and 
the authorization fortlie expenditure. 

Secretary Volpe’s response was sent 
last Friday. His letter indicates that the 
project cost the taxpayer $12,800; that 
50,000 copies of the booklet were printed; 
that the booklet is still in active use; and 
that the money came out of the printing 
allocation for DOT and FAA.. • 

Mr. President, I can see absolutely no 
justification for this type of expendi- 
ture — however small it may be.' This type 
of blatant propaganda, distributed to 
children who cannot see through it, 
would be questionable even if it were 
financed by private funds. But it is dou- 
bly reprehensible ■ to have the Federal- 
taxpayer finance it. 

Congress has not, I hope, lost the pow- 
er to control such expenditures*. ’When 
the DOT appropriation for fiscal year 
1972 comes before the Senate Appro- 
priations Committee, this Senator' in- 
tends to pursue this matter further. I 
just can not sec how we can permit this 
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kind of propagandizing by the Federal 
Government- to continue. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the response from Secretary 
Volpe, dated June 18, 1971, be printed in 
the Record. My original letter to Secre- 
tary Volpe already appears in the Con- 
gressional Record of June 4, 1971, at 
page S8242. 

There being no objection, the letter 
was ordered to be printed in the Record, 
as follows : 

The Secretary of Transportation, 

Washington, D.C., June 18 , 1971 . 
Hon. William Fr ox mire, 

U.S. Senate , 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator Proxmire: In reply to your 
letter of June. 2, 1971, this is one of many 
publications wc have, avail able to aid us in 
the promotion of aviation which Is author- 
ized by the Federal Aviation Act. The project 
grew out of a request by educators to have 
material developed which could bo used for 

. . Aviation Education Materials For 
Grades K-6 In The Areas Of Aviation Noise 
And Sonic Boom.” 

In answer to the six questions you raised: 

(1) Tho booklet was produced through 
normal government printing channels using 
funds appropriated for the purpose of con- 
ducing Department of Transportation 
(DOT) , Federal Aviation Administration 

. (FAA) programs. More precisely, the publi- 
cation was a part of DOT’S Interagency Air- 
craft Noise Abatement Program under the 
aegis of the Information Education Commit- 
tee of the group. The legislative authoriza- 
tion and appropriation was the regular print- 
ing allocation of the then DOT, FAA budget. 

(2) The costs fall in two major categories: 
the actual contract for the production of the 
original material was $5,021.00; the actual 
printing cost amounted to $7,871.42. 

(3) The first and only printing was com- 
pleted on July 1, 1969. 

(4) There were 50,000 copies of tho booklet 
printed . 

(5) The booklets were distributed to the 
then various FAA regions, area managers and 
educators, both in public and private schools, 
and those in colleges and universities who 
conduct teacher training sessions. 

(G) The publication is still used. 

I trust this satisfactorily answers the ques- 
tion you raised. 

Sincerely, 

— . John A. Volpe. 


SENATOR HUMPHREY’S SPEECH TO 

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 

MAYORS 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. President, on 
June 14 I had the high honor and priv- 
ilege of delivering the keynote address 
to the Conference of Mayors annual 
meeting in Philadelphia, Pa. 

In the speech, I advocated that the 
United States should adopt a national 
urban strategy— a plan of action that 
pinpoints the choices and values we as a 
nation must embrace if wc are to solve 
the problems of the cities. I suggested 
that five key points of a national urban 
strategy arc fiscal vitality, social prog- 
ress, environmental quality, urban peace, 
and balanced national growth. 

Although I believe that each of these , 
topics is a major subject in itself, r 
focused iny attention on fiscal vitality 
and social progress. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of my remarks be 
printed in tlic Rkcord. 
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Change of Tune 


BY ARNOLD AG RAMS 

Viantiane: The thaw in Sino-A'ncrlcan 
delations has nut hnltcil IJS-directed 
liutclligencc operations which penetrate 
[deep into Chinese tenitory. These 
lopeiations, which have hren coiuluctcd 
for years by the CIA (Central Intelli- 
gence Agency), involve the sending of 
reconnaissance teams from northern 
Laos as far as several hundred miles into 
southern China’s Yunnan province. 
Team members are native hill tribesmen 
•whose ethnic stock — Meo - is pre- 
valent in southern, China. 

• The tribesmen have been recruited, 
equipped and trained by the CIA to in- 
filtrate Chinese territory and obtain in- 
formation on troop movements, politi- 
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Souvanna Phouma: Stressing China's non * 
oggrossiW ettitudo towards Laos. 

cal developments and other pertinent 
security data. American embassy offi- 
cials in Vientiane refuse to discuss these 
joperations, but qualified souices report 
ithut the officials believe local seemity 
needs and the intelligence value of such 
operations justify their continuation. 

American authorities largely discount 
any potential threat these operations 
pose to slowly improving relations be- 
tween Washington and Peking, They be- 
lieve this threat is small because the 
"[operations are not commando raids or 
sabotage efforts, and Amy fltf. Rqea 

participate directly m thchn.. moreover, that 


Chinese authorities have known for 
some time about. 'the missions; several 
teams luvo been captured in recent' 
years. 

Consequently, American officials 
reason that Peking will continue to 
tolerate such territorial incursions as 
. long as they arc conducted solely for 
intelligence-gathering purposes and do 
not pose a direct security threat. US 
. authorities also believe that, if the 
Chinese want an excuse to reverse the 
friendly trend, they can do belter than 
simply focus on these operations. 

“Americans are still lighting in Viet- 
nam, they have a military presence on 
Taiwan, and they are standing by their 
(treaty » commitments to Chiang Kai- 
-shek, “ obsepcs one source close to the 
US embassy here, ‘if the Chinese are 
looking for something to whip them 
with,. any one of those three will do,” 

In Laos, American officials’ major 
security concern about the Chinese 
stems from a Peking road-building pro- 
ject in the north. An estimated 14,000 
Chinese personnel, including several 
thousand soldiers standing guard and 
manning anji-uircraft batteries, are con- 
structing a route leading toward the 
Thai border. 

Thai authorities repeatedly have ex- 
pressed deep concern about the road’s 
■ potentia! as a supply. line for commit- 
nist-Icd guerilla forces in northern Thai- 
land. American officials privately voice 
similar concern. While conceding that 
Chinese forces in Laos have not shown 
hostility, they insist the construction 
pYoject must be kept under closest 
scrutiny. 

' The Peking project originally was re- 
quested by the tripartite government, 
. established in Laos with the signing of 
the 1962 Geneva Accord, which col- 
lapsed in 1963. 

Ironically, while American officials 
fret about Chinese intentions in Laos, 
Peking’s new diplomacy has prompted a 
positive reaction from the leader of this 
nation’s neutralist government. In a 
recent interview, Prime Minister Souvan- 
na Phouma stressed China’s historically 
non-aggressive attitude toward Laos. 

The 70-year-old piincc noted that the 
unhappy history of this landlocked 
kingdom is replete with tales of invasion 
by neighbouring Thais, Cambodians, 
. Burmese ami Vietnamese — but not by 

lima s amfiide, coupled with a 



possible Sinb-American rapprocncmeiu, 
would restrain further North Vietnam- 
ese aggression in Laos. 

AUhougJi ^ouvamui Phouma is still 
said to liarbour private fears about 
Peking’s longiange designs on this 
region, his current public stance marks a 
departure fiom the position he assumed 
earlier this year, prior to tire US-sup- 
• ported South Vietnamese invasion of his 
country. Then, he warned that the allied 
move might prompt open intervention 
by Peking in the Indochina war. Now, 
his tune is different. Like everyone else, 

■ he can only guess about the intentions 
of China’s leaders. 

Fateful Flowering 

; BY A CORRESPONDENT 

Vientiane: Asia’s latest opium war is 
hotting up. Last of the Annamitc moun- 
tains, the US military is reported to be 
reeling pndcr thp effects of heroin, and 
in Saigon US leaders have been pressing 
the government into a series of emer- 
gency measures to stop the (low of sup- 
. plies — including a mass. Uansfer of cus- 
toms agents from Ton Son Nhut airport, 
the centre of large scale trafficking, and 
sweeps through the city to arrest sus- 
pected pcddlars. 

A widely publicised amnesty-cure 
programme has been offered addicted 
soldiers. All chemists and known ped- 
dling centres have been placed “off 
limits” and medical tests instituted to 
delect addicts among homeward bound 
troops. i 

But these measures are preliminary 
; skirmishes in the great war. The pro- 
1 blcm of stamping out or otherwise con- 
trolling opium can only be solved by an 
international campaign of which Laos is 
already feeling the impact. An American 
narcotics investigator is in Vientiane 
tracing the legend that heroin is pro- 
duced in Laos and seeking information 
to map out strategy in the war against 
opiates. Larly this month Laotian na- 
tional police were pressured into a gen- 
eral round-up of Vientiane's opium den 
operators, must of whom have a licence 
from the Laotian government. More 
than 120 operators were held for ques- 
tioning. 

But bio tin ns find it difficult to lake 
seriously a campaign which conflicts 
with local customs, toleiances and eco- 
nomy. The opium den operatois wcie 

01 R001 000070001 -6 

continued 


STATOTHR 




Approved For Release fltiMftMfllttft <3iASRDP80-01 601 r| 

' 1 8 JUN 1371 


Rowland Evans kind Robert Ttfovuii 


rfffl 

.11 


IllliSP 

W'^[ .i: ;v * 

WHEN A YOUNG fresh- 
mail Republican congress- 
man returned from Vietnam 
in mid- April with a horrify- 
ing story of massive heroin 
addiction among American 
troops, he was met "by icy ir- 
ritation from the White 
House — thereby underlin- 
ing a political failure that ' 
has always bedeviled the 
Nixon administration. 

In fact, the new anti-her- 
oin program unveiled at the 
White House yesterday 
stemmed directly from reve- 
lations of Rep. Robert 
Steele of Connecticut. But 
before that happy point was 
reached, the 32-year-old 
first-termer, a Republican 
moderate, was subjected to 
the same old mode of opera- 
tions by President Nixon’s 
staff that has disheartened 
so many Republican politi- 
cians. 

Steele’s experience is a 
case study of the Nixon syn- 
drome: the isolation of the 
President, the arrogance of 
much of his staff, the V; hite 
House, fetish for secrecy, 
and the administration s 
inexplicable refusal to put 
* its best foot forward. 

ACTUALLY, the Nixon 
. administration has been vig- 
orously working on the drug 
’ s ' problem for two and one- 
f half years under the guid- 
ance of John Ehrlichman s 
■ domestic policy staff at the 
\ White .House,,. But. nothing 


He Nixon Synctectone 





much was getting through 
to the increasingly anxious 
public or Congress, thanks 
to the secrecy mania and 
the Teutonic fastidiousness 
of the Ehrlichman staff. 

Moreover, the White 
House had been sitting on a 
secret certain to sicken the 
American public : beginning 
in December, 1969, heroin 
addiction among American 
, troops in Vietnam steadily 
rose toward epidemic pro- 
portions. Typically, instead 
of putting this problem be- 
fore the public, the White 
House tried to cover it up. 

So pervasive was the her- 
oin traffic among Vietnam 
GIs, however, that some 
journalist . or visiting con- 
gressman was bound to be 
hit in 'the face with it. That 
was precisely what hap- 
pened when ex-CIA agent v 
Steele and another first-year 
congressman, 39-year-old 
Chicago Democrat Morgan 
Murphy, visited Vietara. 
They returned to Washing- 
ton convinced that the pro- 
fusion of cheap high-grade 
heroin in Vietnam was mag- 
nifying the national drug 
-crisis in a truly terrifying 
way. 

EVEN THEN, the White 
House could have recouped. 
Steele, a loyal Republican, 
was not about to attack his 
own President. Mr. Nixon 
could have extolled the en- 
ergy and initiative - of a 
, freshman congressman and, 


in the process, given the im- 
pression of forceful prosecu- 
tion of the problem. 

But he did no such thing. 

At this writing, the Presi- 
dent has not even conferred 
with Steele. Nor has Ehi- 
lichman. Instead, the con- 
gressman was shunted off to 
two young members of Ehr- 
lich man’s" staff: EgU (Bud) 
Krogh Jr., 31, Ehrlichman^ 
deputy, and Jeffrey Donfeld, 
28, a specialist on drug prob- 
lems. 

Krough and Donfeld 
greeted Steele’s revelations 
with a posture of boredom 
and indifference, the hau- 
teur that has made the Ehr- 
lichman staff unloved on 
■ Capitol Hill. Donfeld, in par- 
ticular, confronted Steele in 
a mood of now, now, my 
/boy, we don’t need your ad- 
J -vice. 

Furthermore, Mix Nixon 
tried to minimize the impact 
of Steele’s revelations. At 
his press conference June 2, 
the President suggested ad- 
diction of Vietnam troops was 
merely part of the national 
drug problem — ignoring 
this harsh fact inherent in 
Steele’s report: soldiers re- 
turning home as heroin ad- 
. diets would never have been 
introduced to the drug had 
they not gone to Vietnam. 

BOTH THIS position by 
the President and the cool- 
ness . of his staff toward 
Steele stem from their 
awareness that tho^Vietnam 


heFoin story provides power- 
ful propaganda to the anti- 
war campaign for a precipi- 
tous troop pullout from , 
Vietnam and further under- 
mines diminished faith in 
the nation’s armed services. 

To cope with this, the White 
House characteristically pre- 
tended it did not exist. 

Beyond this, staffers 
Krogh and Donfeld, having 
worked night and day on the 
drug problem, were gen- 
uinely irritated by a very 
junior congressman who had 
become a 24 -hour expert. In 
so doing, they again' be* 
trayed the exasperation of 
the White House with the 
. legislative branch and ^ its 
dim realization that Con- 
gress exists as a coordinate 
branch of government. 

Within the last few weeks, 
more politically experienced 
presidential aides (including 
counselor Donald Ttumsfled, 
an ex-congressman) stepped 
in to take a more concilia- 
tory position with Steele. As 
a result, Stecjlc, though still 
chilled by his treatment at 
the White House, has noth- 
ing but praise publicly for 
the Pi esident and his com- 
prehensive new program an- 
nounced yesterday. But in 
the Republican cloakroom, 
the real story is well known' 
s(nd once again . betrays to 
all how shockingly little 
the . White House has 
learned about the trade of 
politics. ^ 

© 1971, Publishers-Hall Syndicate 
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Long after the last American has 

• v -been withdrawn from Indochina, the 
{ United States will still be facing the con- 
| sequences of .its participation in that 
' theater in terms of human misery. 
[ Hundreds of thousands of wounded, 

■ many with permanently crippling in- 
juries, will remind generations yet un- 

• born of the cost, America paid. 

Perhaps more destructive, in terms- 

• of human lives, are the thousands rcturn- 

• ing from Mlochina with sound limbs but 
bodies hooked on narcotics. Reports of 

: drug usage by American servicemen 
serving in Vietnam have appeared al- 
most from the beginning of the involve- 
ment. But the full extent of addiction 
on drugs such as heroin has not been 
.revealed until recently. 

| / A report prepared by two cong'ross- 

■ men who toured Indochina and prepared 
their findings on drug usage for the 
•House Foreign Affairs Committee re- 
peals how widespread the problem has 

become. The study by Rep. Robert 
.Steele of Connecticut and Rep. Morgan 
F. Murphy of Illinois backs up earlier 
allegations by the House Armed Services 
Committee on widespread corruption 
.among Asian officials in drug traffic. 

"In Laos, government armed forces 



'IT 




indicrmenf 

are major wholesalers of opium and 
heroin and have been directly involved ' 
in large scale smuggling activity,” the 
two congressmen reported. 

"Reliable sources report that at least \ 
two highranking Laotian officials, mill- . 
tary ancl governmental, including the : 
chief of the Loatian general staff, arc . 
deeply involved in smuggling activity,” ! 
they said. •..-,■• ! 

"In Thailand, a former diplomat and • 
member of one of the most respected 
Thai families is reported to be one of 
the key figures in the opium, morphine ■ 
base and heroin operations in that coun- . 
try and throughout Southeast Asia.” ! 

South Vietnamese and Laotian Air' 
Force planes are used to move the illicit ’ 
cargo into South Vietnam, Steele and • 
Murphy charged. They also said there' 
is evidence some of the narcotics are ; 
being shipped by diplomatic pouch on ; 
Air America, a_CIA-backed airline. 

Steele estimates as many as 20 per- < 
cent of Americans in Vietnam have used • 
heroin. If only half the charges made : 
by this latest study are true — and thus N 
far no part of the report has been re- 
futed — it. is a damaging indictment of 
the allies America has paid such a High 
price to defend in Southeast Asia 


/ 
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ment in Veterans’ Administration hospi- 
tals. , .... 

The VA has made plans to provide SO 
special units to care for narcotics vic- 
tims by July 1972, with five units already 
in operation capable of treating 200 ad- 
dicts each. Yet those dishonorably dis- 
charged prior to the enlightened Pen- 
tagon policy still cannot receive VA 
treatment. 

Therefore, l am intro doing today .a bill 
which would authorize the Administrator 
of Veterans’ Affairs to provide care and 
treatment for ceraain former members of 
the Armed Forces addicted to narcotic 
drugs. The “certain” members are those 
who were discharged dishonorably, be- 
cause of drug addiction. 

I believe it is important for the Armed 
Forces to assert national leadership in 
identifying drug abusers, and once recog- 
nized, insure that treatment and re- 
habilitation are available to all who have 
served their country. This is no less im- 
portant for those addicts now serving on 
active duty who are now receiving treat- 
ment as it is for those who were treated 
punitively in being released dishonorably 
from the Army. Military leadership in 
handling the drug problem would be a 
distinct contribution toward the abate- 
ment of this national tragedy. 

The bill which I am introducing today 
provides the possibility of treatment for 
thousands who have been sent home with 
an addiction which is all too often sup- 
ported by regular 'criminal activity. It 
is madness to allow the military to return 
addicts to civilian life and not provide 
for their treatment. 


T- 




OPIUM TRAFFIC IN INDOCHINA 


: HON. JEROME R. WALDIE 

OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday , June 15, 1971 

Mr. WALDIE. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to include in the Record a news ar- 
ticle on the recent testimony of John F. 
Ingersoll, Director of the Bureau of Nar- 
cotics and Dangerous Drugs, before the 

■ House Select Committee on Crime dur- 
ing hearings on the importation of opium 
into the United States. The article was 
written by Tom Foley and appeared in 
the Los Angeles Times on June 3. 

Mr. Foley’s coverage of the proceed- 
ings of. that day are excellent and de- 
scribe some of the startling findings we 

■ learned on the involvement of the gov- 

ernments and some high officials in many 
Southeast Asia countries in illegal drug 
traffic. ( 

I commend this article to the atten- 
tion of all who have an interest in this 
subject. '• 

l From the Los Angeles Times, June 3, 1971] 
Asian Officials Protect Heroin Sale, Panel 
Told — They May Profit From Supplying 
Drugs to U.S. Soldiers, Narcotics Chief 
Says 

(By Thomas J. Foley) 
Washington. — The government’s chief 
narcotics enforcement officer said Wedncs* 


have an interest in heroin traffic to American 
servicemen in Vietnam. 

In testimony "before the House Crime 
Committee, John E. Ingersoll, director of the 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, 
also said Heroin had been unwittingly 
smuggled into South Vietnam on airplanes 
of the CIA-operated Air America. 

Committee Chairman Claude Pepper (D- 
Fla.) and other members urged the Ad- 
ministration to take a stronger stand .with 
foreign friendly governments to force a halt 
to illicit drug traffic. 

These included Turkey and France, which 
respectively grow and process the overwhelm- 
ing amount of the Opium smuggled into the 
United States as heroin. 

RIGHT TO ASK. AID 

“We’re committed to risk our ov/n cities 
in a nuclear war if any French city is at- 
tacked by the Communists,” Pepper said, 
“and we have the right not only to ask but 
to demand that the French take emergency 
action to help us.” 

Ingersoll, who recently returned from dis- 
cussions with Southeast Asia loaders on the 
heroin problem, said he doubted that any 
policy-making officials of the countries — 
Thailand, Laos and South Vietnam — are in- 
volved in the illicit drug traffic. ... 

Burma, Thailand and Laos account for 
about 80 percent of the world’s opium pro- 
duction, he said. 

But he told newsmen after the hearing 
that many lower-lever officials, including 
members of the South Vietnamese Legisla- 
ture, deni in opium. Ho said some legislators 
have friends in President Nguyen Van Thieu’s 
cabinet. 

Ingersoll told the committee that heroin 
refineries were under control of insurgents in 
Burma* and Thailand but that those in Laos 
are protected by elements of the royal 
Laotian armed forces. 

RAMPARTS mSCLOSUF.ES 

He said that while management and own- 
ership of the Laotian refineries appear to be 
primarily in the hands of cthanlc Chinese 
citizens of that nation, “some reports sug- 
gest” that a senior -Laotian air force officer 
may have an ownership interest in some of 
the plants. 

When Hep.' Jerome B. Waldie (D-Calif.) 
noted that Ramparts magazine had identi- 
fied the official as Gen. Ouane Rathiqoune, 
Ingersoll replied that “general speculation” 
conceded this. 

Ingersoll denied one contention of the 
Ramparts article. It maintained that rem- 
nants of Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang 
army left in the area are involved in heroin 
production and are in the employ of the CIA\ 
for operations on the China mainland. 

Bub Ingersoll conceded that Air America 
planes had been, used in the past for smug- 
gling heroin — just as regular commercial 
airliners have been used to smuggle It into 
the United States. 

He told newsmen later that 80 kilograms 
were seized on an Air America plane at the 
huge Tan Son Hut Air Base outside Saigon 
only three or four weeks ago. 

During the hearing, Waldie also asked 
Ingersoll about a Ramparts report that the 
secret CIA base of Long Cheng, used to sup- 
port the U.S. -paid Meo tribesmen, was a dis- 
tribution point for heroin to be shipped into 
South Vietnam. 

Ingersoll said he had not heard of that. 
However, he later said he had discussed the 
general illicit drug problem with CIA Direc- 
tor Richard Helms. He said Helms denied the 
CIA was involved in any way, and that he 
believed him. 

“The Meo tribesmen arc something else,” 
Ingersoll said, “but I don’t blame the CIA 
for what the tribesmen do.” 

POOR CIA SECURITY 

Waldie said CIA security was apparently 
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ploy used thc.base and faciiiue 
traffic.” 

The narcotics chief sought to allay criti- 
cism by congressmen of U.S. efforts to get 
the cooperation of the Aslan governments to 
crack down on the drug traffic. 

, 0 y He said the United States had virtually no 
leverage over the Burma government, since 
the last existing aid program is being phased 
out. The opium -growing area in. Thailand is 
in the hands of insurgents, Ingersoll said, 
but the Bangkok government Is taking steps 
to try to control it. 

He said Laotian officials were “most respon- 
sive” even though some high-ranking offi- 
cials were involved. 

VIETNAM SMUGGLING 

Ingersoll said the Saigon government had 
taken several steps to crack down on the 
smuggling, including a shakeup of its cus- 
toms officials, an increase in the size of its 
central police force dealing with the problem 
and the appointment of a special task force 
by President Thieu. 

He also said he was assigning three addi- 
tional agents to the Far East and that the 
Defense Department had placed off limits 
, areas of open heroin dealing. 




A SYMBOLIC FLAG CEREMONY 


HON. FRANK HORTON 

OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - 

. Tuesday , June 15, 1971 

Mr. HORTON. Mr. Speaker, during 
these times, when, on one hand, the pa- 
triotism of some of our Nation's finest 
leaders is questioned; and when, on the 
other, it is often scorned to be patriotic, 
we must s lop to' consider what the -flag 
and patriotism actually mean. 

Sunday, in Rochester, N.Y., in my con- 
gressional district, I attended a flag cere- 
mony at the Rochester Polish People’s 
Home. It was the first flag raising at the 
home. I would like to share the ceremony 
with my colleagues for it vividly made the 
significance of the flag clear to all who 
attended. 

Mr. Ray Gatz, president of the home, 
introduced the guests, who represented 
local, county, State, and Federal legis- 
lative bodies, as well as the Polish -Amer- 
ican and American Legion Posts. 

Officials included Rochester Mayor 
Stephen May, State Assemblyman Ray- 
mond Lill, City Councilman Urban Kress, 
Monroe County Legislators Nicholas San-* 
taro and Sam Poppick. 

County Judge Arthur Curran also at- 
tended. Judge Curran was especially 
aware of the value of the flag. He re- 
cently received the flag from the coffin 
of his son, a marine, who was killed in 
Japan. 

Also present were James O’Grady, com- 
mander of the Michalski Post; Joseph 
Zabucliek, commander of the Pulaski 
Post; Joseph DeMeis, commander of the 
Monroe County American Legion Post; 
and Edmund R. Przysinda, president Qf 
Hudson Avenue Area Association, 

During the ceremony, I presented a fin g 
which had flown over the Capitol to Mr. 
Gatz. It was blessed by Father Pictrzy- 
kowski and raised by Mr. Gatz. County 
Commander DeMeis led the Pledge of 
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/Special to The Kcv; *5Tc-ik Tlmsss j 

WASHINGTON, June ' 14 — | 
President Nixon summoned six i 
United States ambassadors and: 
Administration officials to the! 
White House today to discuss; 
ways of curbing the flow of; 
narcotics into the United j 
States. ‘ 

Ronald L. Ziegler, the White | 
House press secretary, told \ 
newsmen that much of the! 
discussion had concerned the : 
international drug traffic and ! 
that some consideration had 
been given to the possibility 
of providing more funds to for- 
eign countries to halt or at 
least diminish the drug supply 
at its various sources over- ; 
seas. ' ■ ! 

Mr. Ziegler also disclosed 
that: Mr. Nixon would unveil a 
"major initiative” later this 
week, cither Wednesday or 
Thursday, to help deal with the 
drug problem, which has late- 
ly become a matter of intense 
controversy on Capitol Hill, 

; The proposals, which the 
President outlined to his guets 
'.this morning, are expected to 
■call for the creation of a new 
government agency or bureau 
to help fight narcotics with an 
initial grant of over $100-mil- 
: ’lion in Federal funds. 

j - 4 New Directives Expected 

:V There has also been specula- j 
; tion here that Mr. Nixon’s an- 
nouncement would include now 
directives to the armed forces 
to deal with the mounting num- 
ber of servicemen who have be- 
come addicted to cl mgs during 
their tours of duty in Vietnam. 
The Senate last week approved 
an amendment to the draft ex- 
tension bill that would require 
the armed forces to identify 
drug users and to offer them 
treatment and rehabilitation, 
and there have been hints that 
Miv Nixon would propose simi- 
lar measures. 

The Senate also included a 
provision that would permit the 
United States to use its foreign j 
aid program to help countries 
producing poppies and ’ other 
narcotic drug sources to sub- 
sidize alternate crops, 

Mr, Ziegler declined to say 
whether the forthcoming an- 
nouncement would include new 
initiatives to restrict the pro- 
duction of narcotics in nations 
overseas, but the identity of 
the participants in this morn- 
ing’s meeting suggested that' 


Informed White nousc sources 
for a series of joint announce- '[have said that Mr. Nixon will 
ments or bilateral programs j| Dr j er omo II. Jaffe, cti- 
v/ith nations where narcotics , , 

are produced' or where a^ector of the ,tuu fa abus„ pio 
middleman role is played in flgram m Illinois, to head -thy 
the international drag traffic. h new Federal agency. , , )Vi . 

Tlie envoys on hand were 
Ellsworth Bunker, Ambassador 
to South Vietnam; Arthur K.l 
Watson, France; Robert H, Me-; 

Bride, Mexico; William J. Han-' 
dley, Turkey; Leonard Unger, 

Thailand, and Kingdon Gould 
Jr., Luxembourg, which will 
be the site of a forthcoming 
international conference on 
drugs. , . ' 

Government participants in 
the meeting, which lasted near-, 
ly two hours, included Secre- 
tary of State William P. Rogers, 

Attorney General John N. 

Mitchell, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury John B. Connally, Jr., and 
; Secretary of Health, Education; 
and Welfare Elliot L. Richard- j 
son. Also present were Richard ,/ 

Helms, Director of Central In- 
telligence, John Ingersoil, Di- 
rector of the Bureau of Nar- 
cotics and Dangerous Drugs, 
and various members of the 1 
White House staff. 

The program that Mr. Nixon 1 
will unveil this week has been' 
the subject of intense private 
deliberation at the White House' 
for several months. As the issue 
has gathered political momen- 
tum on Capitol Hill, however, 
th^se deliberations have taken 


on 


res 


lip* 


on a new sense of urgency, and 
Mr. Nixon, through various 
statements and White House 
meetings, has gone to some 
lengths to make his own con- 
cern for the problem--' which 
Mr. Ziegler today described as 
“profound”— -a matter of public 
record. 

“He considers it a major 
problem,” Mr. Ziegler .said, 
“which we are moving against. 
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their pronouncements and explanations to find cut what really 
I has been going on. ■ 

j ^7 here are periodical jounialism reviews in this country and. 
{? ® . ae ’ £01ne httle local papers devoted to the question of the 

PA £* ft f] n f/~l /?*. PA On Ks . pi ° , nis i and failings of the media. The need for critique is 
f4v f] itiH H&a{f l| H (^ ,ndee d^ltto be urgent. - . - ■ 1 ; 

tl iJ Mill Vest y U U li ^ V'HY nmW'T V'r err j . ' ■ . 

• ' - ; . 1 DIDK f Lfc, Slst during the build-up in Vietnam that 

: It was an open-ended commitment, as no-longer-so-secret 
, ,r„ dS , snow ’ and yhy cIid we supinely accept official claims' 

: “ , l y a !!°, ther 10 .> 000 or another 25,000 troops would be’ 
sent. . Why did we wait for the underground press to break the' 

1 r’ ones c ' f die huge Stockpile of poison gas and the trail of 
herom along CIA-run routes in Laos into the blood-stream of 
thousands of GIs in Vietnam? * 

• Why did we wait for Ralph Nader to find out what’s wrong ’ 

; . 1 our ailtGS and for the surgeon-general to find out that ! 

■ cigarets’ can cause lung cancer and for riots to show how 
. people were living in the ghettos? 

! T . hese are the hinds of questions the U.S. media are having ‘ 
to face, mostly from the young reporters who are willing to 
look about them as well as look at public relations-type hand- 
outs. i 
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NEW YORK — It is 'hard to think of a time when the news 
media of this country were under heavier attack, certainly not 
(luring those years of yellow journalism early in the century 
nor during the purple journalism of the ’20s. 

Vice President Spiro T. Agnew keeps making news "by call- 
ing the news media names. The latest is "paranoid”; “pam- 
• noid with fear, suspicion and Ioath- 
ing” is the w r ay he put it to a group of 
§, ■' H/S broadcasters convening in the Ba- 

hamas. 

So it may come as a surprise to the 
public that Agnew isn't as he poses, a 
lonely knight on horseback battling 
single-handed with the fiery dragon 
of the media. The much broader, 
;jvL ^ much more devastating, much more 
painful attack is coming from within 
the news profession itself. 

It hasn't' made headlines. That 
privilege has been reserved for Ag- 
new, and he would be right to criti- 
. cize this sin of omission. But it has 
flora lewis become an intense and sometimes 

stormy battle behind scenes. 

TV and radio are somewhat less affected than the press 
because they depend on federal licensing raid therefore are 
more frightened by sniping from the second-highest U.S. offi- 
cial than by the skirmishing behind the lines. Newspapers are 
becoming more upset by the argument within the craft. - 

AGNEW, EVER QUIXOTIC, tossed a bouquet saying that 
the United States has "the best, most professional news frater- ; 
,nity In the world,” and then he went on to insist that they • 
ought to turn their criticism on themselves “rather than \ 
screaming intimidation every time they are criticized by a _■ 
public official.” • ■ ! 

The administration's aim, he said, was to get the press to , 
i "police itself against excesses that on occasion have been so 
; blatant they have undermined the confidence of the public.” j 

That is exactly what the trouble inside the newsrooms is 
about. Not only do few believe there is anything but misguided 
flattery in Agnew's compliment, but many believe it is quite 
. true that it is our own fault that we've been losing trust. ; 

: But the insiders' criticism is that the media have far too : 
long and too docilely done what Agnew wants them to do — : 
taken officialdom's word without question. To the extent that ; 
public confidence has been lost, it is clear in the newsrooms 

i that u is be , cau . se lhe p]CS ^|3 : rbVacf c Po¥ 1 Rie t isfe r ibtPl/ 

; men m authority a nd h asin; *poi tecr vigo rously enough fmo [ 


They haven’t been asked enough yet, or persistently enough. 
And if what Agnew sees in the responses are indeed signs°of 
‘paranoid)” it’s from having to acknowledge such a bleak 
record.' 
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Resolution 1 No. 341 

Concurrent resolution of tire legislature of 
the State of New York to memorialize the 
Congress of the United States to take all 
necessary stops to persuade the govern- 
jnent of Turkey to. immediately destroy its 
opium poppy fields before the 1073 harvest 
Jn return, for reimbursement to its opium 
poppy farmers of the damages .suffered 
thereby from funds appropriated for that 
purpose by the State of New York and the 
United States Congress 

Whereas, Death from an overdose of heroin 
represents the greatest single cause of death 
among the youth of New York City; and 
Whereas, Ml efforts by local, state and fed- 
eral lav/ enforcement agencies to interdict 
the smuggling of heroin into the United 
States and its sale within this state have 
failed to curb this traffic; avid 
: whereas, On April 7, 1971, the New York- 
State Commission of Investigation reported 
to the governor of this state that “haw en- 
forcement’s approach to this problem has 
been ineffective. The traffic In heroin has not 
been curbed. Indeed, it is flourishing”; and 
Whereas, The New York State legislature 
has four times in the last twenty years 
amended the anti-narcotic laws of this state 
to provide for both more severe and manda- 
tory punishments for heroin traffickers with 
little effect on the* traffic itself; and 

Whereas, Despite every effort by New York 
State to curb the increases in the number 
of persons addicted to heroin; the number of 
Identified addicts has increased in New York 
City alone from off, 000 in 1903 to an estimated 
3.03,000 in 1071; and 

Whereas, New York State is required to 
spend over $100,000.00 annually directly for 
the care, treatment, rehabilitation and re- 
training of a small fraction of the narcotic 
addict population; and 

Whereas, The Addiction Services Agency of 
the City of New York will have spent over 
$80 million during the 1970-73. fiscal year to 
assist 3,500 addicts and would require $2% 
billion to treat and care for only 100,000 of 
the addicts now residing in the City of New 
York; and 

. Whereas, There are an estimated 15.000 
narcotics addicts presently receiving welfare 
assistance from the City of New York at a 
direct cost of over $50 million annually; and 
Whereas, The major portion of violent and 
other serious crimes committed in New York 
City and the other cities of this State results 
from the tragic need of heroin addicts to 
obtain funds to pay for the heroin they 
consume; and * 

Whereas, In I960, there were 18-11 felony 
arrests In New York State of persons charged 
f v/lth selling narcotics or possessing narcotics 
In an amount sufficient to create a- pre- 
sumption of intent to sell and in 19C9 there 
were 38,489 felony arrests in New York State 
for this same crime, an increase of 1000% 
and in 1970, in Now York City alone, there 
Were 26,799 felony arrests In this category, 
a 44% increase over the entire statc-wicle 
figure for the year previous, so that our law 
'enforcement agencies are being overwhelmed 
• by the sheer numbers of narcotic sellers and 
■addicts being processed through our criminal 
Justice system; and 

Whereas, It now appears that' the only 
-practical solution to halt the continued flood 
of heroin into the State of New York is the 
destruction of the opium poppy at its source; 
and 

Whereas, It would be less expensive and 
more effective for the State of New York to 
contribute toward the cost of preventing 
opium cultivation than to concentrate -Its 
resources in treating heroin addicts or com- 
bating the huge and profitable traffic in nar- 
cotics taking place on the streets of its 
cities; and 

Whereas, Nighty- five percent of all of the 
heroin sold In the State of New York is re- 
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fined 'from the sap of the opium poppy 
(pc paver somniferum) grown in Turkey; and 

Whereas, Opium, unlike other dangerous 
drugs, cannot be synthetically produced, nor 
can it be cultivated in any but selected areas 
within the world; and 

V/ here as, To date 'Turkey has failed and 
neglected to control the diversion of its 
opium crop to Illegal channels; and 

Whereas, By the end of 1970, the Turkish 
government and nation has received in ex- 
cess of 05 billion in military and economic 
assistance from our federal government 
which, monies were raised in substantial part 
through taxation of the citizens of this state; 
and • , . 

Whereas, The public statements of mem- 
bers of the Turkish Government on the prob- 
lem of limiting the cultivation of the opium 
poppy in Turkey have evidenced an appalling 
lack of .concern about the crisis caused in 
this staie as well as this nation by Turkey’s 
failure to strictly enforce the international 
treaty binding it to destroy all opium poppy 
production not grown for legitimate pur- 
poses; and 

Whereas, Opium can be harvested only 
during one twenty-four hour period each 
year, which period occurs during the last 
week of June or the first week of July each 
year; and 

Whereas, The illegal opium poppy produc- 
tion in Turkey intended for diversion to the 
heroin traffic can only be harvested simul- 
taneously and from the same fields as those 
devoted to the legitimate cultivation of the 
opium poppy; and 

Whereas, The world supply of legitimate 
opium presently in stock is sufficient to 
satisfy all legitimate needs for the foresee- 
able future; and 

Whereas, Eighty-five percent of the heroin 
supplied to the addicts of this state can be 
interdicted if all the Turkish opium poppy 
fields now under cultivation were destroyed 
prior to the approaching harvest date, which 
destruction can be accomplished for a frac- 
tion of the present cost to this state result- 
ing from the traffic In heroin; now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved (if the Assembly concur) , That 
the Congress of the United States be and 
hereby is memorialized to take all necessary 
steps to persuade the government of Turkey 
to immediately destroy its opium poppy fields 
before the 1971 harvest in return for reim- 
bursement to its opium poppy farmers of the 
damages suffered thereby from funds ap- 
propriated for that purpose by the State of 
New York and the United States Congress; 
and be it further 

Resolved (if the Assembly concur). That 
copies of this resolution ho transmitted to 
the Congress of the United States by for- 
warding one copy to the Secretary of the 
Senate and one copy to the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, and one copy to 
each member of the Congress from the State 
of New York and that the latter be urged to 
devote themselves to the task of accomplish- 
ing the purposes of this resolution. 

Mr. HUGHES. Mr. President, will the 
Senator from New York yield me 2 min- 
utes? , • " 

Mr. JAVITS. I yield. 

Mr. HUGHES. Mr. President, I rise in 
support of the amendment, which I have 
cosponsored with the Senator from New 
York. The statements I shall make are 
not related particularly to the .amend- 
ment, but to the fact that I do not want 
the statements I have uttered this after- 
noon on this floor to imply, either to the 
Members of this body or to the people of 
the United States, that we have passed 
all the legislation that is essential in the 
field of controlling narcotics addiction 



TwiceH 

bill or an amendment, once by unanimous 
vote, which then went to the House of 
Representatives and was killed. The sec- 
ond time, an amendment was adopted to 
another bill, went to conference commit- 
tee, and. was ultimately lost. 

The field, indeed, is fertile in this 
country for civilian programs for health, 
rehabilitation,' recovery, and prevention 
in the fields of narcotics addiction and 
drug dependence. If statements were 
made here today implying, that every- 
thing has been done that needs to be 
clone, they would be absolutely erroneous, 
and I know that was not the intent. 

Jt was simply my intent to be sure it is 
understood that there is much yet to do. 

I also want to point out that I at- 
tended the Vienna Conference on the 
Control of Psychotropic Substances. 
Members of the staff of the subcommit- 
tee I chair were there for approximately 
3 weeks. Many philosophical differ- 
ences were represented in the protocol 
that was eventually adopted. I have great 
question in ’my mind to this day about 
the strength and balance of that proto- 
col or convention, It is my hope that 
hearings will be held on it prior to the 
time it is brought up in the Senate for 
approval. 

I simply want to recite that many 
questions still are unanswered. The Rec- 
ord today should show that. 

Mr. JAVITS. I yield myself 1 minute. 

Mr. President, I think the discussion 
lias borne out the reason why I said what 
I did — that is, we are not trying, in the 
same spirit as the amendment dealing 
with domestic affairs, to meet every sit- 
uation headon. I hope the amendment 
will win the support of the Senate, be- 
cause it is drafted precisely in that sense. 

I am ready to yield back the remain- 
der of my time if Senator Stennis is. 

Mr.’ MANSFIELD. Mr. President, will 
the Senator yield me one-half minute? 

Mr. STENNIS. I yield one-half min- 
ute to the distinguished Senator from 
Montana. * ■' 

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, in 
the New York Tim es.;o£, la-st Sunday, an 
article by Felix Belair^Jr^ entitled “CIA 
Identifies 21 Asian Opifim Refineries/’ 
describes in great detail an analysis of . 
the opium refinery operations uncovered 
ir at least three countries. It is most 
pertinent to this subject, and I ask 
unanimous consent that the article be 
printed at this point in the Record. 

There being no objection, the article 
was ordered to be printed in the Record, 
as follows: 

C.I.A. Identifies 21 Asian Opium Refineries 
(By Felix Bel air, Jr.) 

Washington, June 5. — -United States 
intelligence agents have identified at least 
21 opium refineries in the border area of 
Burma, Laos, and Thailand that provides a 
constant flow of heroin to American troops 
in South Vietnam. 

Operated and protected in Burma and 
Thailand by insurgent armies and their 
leaders and in Laos by elements- of the royal 
Laotian armed forces, the refining and dis- 
tributing have grown until white heroin 
rated 9-3 per cent pure is turning up in 
Pacific coast cities of the Untied States as 
well as in Saigon. 

The Bur m a -L aos-Th a 11 and border area. 


and drug dependence in this country. 
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By Irwin Silber 7 

The U.S. Army is many things: an instrument for 
colonial war, the military extension of American foreign 
policy, a force for suppressing domestic unrest, a power 
base for the military elite. 

But the several million soldiers, sailors, airmen and 
marines -and most especially those on duty in Southeast 
Asia-aiso comprise another unit of always inordinate 
interest to American capitalism: a market. 

The GI marketplace has long been one of the most 
lucrative for thousands of enterprising businessmen who 
are earning fabulous profits on a great variety of 
products and services ranging from transistor radios and 
popular records to comic books and love beads. 

One of the most profitable deals going in Southeast 
Asia these days is the marketing of hard clrugs-mostly 
95% pure heroin- to American Gls. The drug trade has 
become so big recently that a special congressional 
investigating committee just returned trom Vietnam 
Says, “The problem has reached epidemic proportions.” 

What’s an ‘‘epidemic?” Conservative estimates con- 
cede that 10 to 15 per cent of ail American enlisted men 
; in Vietnam regularly use “seng,” the popular term for 
heroin. With some 250,000 Gls still in Vietnam, this 
averages out to a minimum of 25,000 men. But the 
“experts”- the specialists in narcotics addiction and drug 
rehabilitation— assert that the actual figures are much 
higher. Some of these experts, defying Pentagon pressure 
to minimize the problem, estimate that some 60, COO 
American Gls in Vietnam, mostly draftees, are heroin 
addicts. Various surveys have shown that some field 
units have a 50% rate of “song” users. 

Rttt it’s dollars that tell the real story. The average 
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price for the unadull 
Vietnam is S3 a -"hit.” Many Gls at' 

“fixes" a day. but using the most conservative figures, it 
all adds up to the fact that G! heroin addiction in 
Vietnam is at least a $50,000 per day -.$20 million per 
year-operation. The Army admits to more than 100 
deaths from overdoses in 1970. The 1971 rate is already 
higher, with 35 OD’s reported for the first two months 
alone. These figures do not include what the Pentagon 
euphemistically calls “'drug-related” fatalities. 

The extent of drug addiction in Vietnam lias been an 
open secret for several years. Songs and jokes about the 
use of marijuana began to crop as early as 1965. 11 is 
generally' agreed that anywhere from SO to 90 per cent 
of American enlisted men in Vietnam had access to and 
used “grass” with some degree of regularity. 

But the 'switch to the “hard” stuff a couple of years 
ago ha? changed the name of the game. Now some 
20,000 heroin addicts arc being discharged from the 
armed forces every year. They are returning to civilian 
life with an expensive and deadly habit. Add to the 
ex-Gt’s addiction Ids familiarity with weapons-and 
probably a somewhat easier access to them -and it is not 
difficult to see how this would have an impact on the 
growth of drug-related crime back home. 

Undoubtedly it is this new social fact of tens of 
thousands of newly made addicts returning to civilian 
society that has led to congressional concern. But on 
looking into t lie situation, various representatives and 
senators have discovered what Gls and antiwar activists 
have known for some time. The drug traffic in Southeast 
Asia is big business. It’s organized. It is run by people in 
the highest echelons of the puppet governments of 
South Vietnam, Laos and Thailand. And the U.S. 
military machine itself is, at the least, an active 
accomplice in the entire operation. 

A special subcommittee of the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee, headed by Rep. Robert II. Steele (R-Conn.), 
has concluded that the heroin traffic is protected -and in 
some cases directed — by government and military figures 
at the highest official levels in Southeast Asia. Among 
them is the chief of the (Royal) Laotian general staff. 
High-ranking South Vietnamese officials, both mehibers 
of the National Assembly and military figures, are also 
deeply involved. . MAT s 

Vientiane, the administrative capital of the puppet 
Laotian regime, is apparently the center .for heroin 
production. Utilizing an extensive network of the Saigon 
regime’s customs officials, and with the tacit agreement 
of people high in Hie American diplomatic corps, the 
drug is “smuggled” into Saigon in prodigious quantities. 
(The word “smuggled” is used advisedly, since until the 
recent publicity, t he traffic was so open that known 
. dealers were personally escorted through immigration by 
top customs officials.) The key official in the operation 
is Tran Thien Khoi, chief of the National Customs 
Investigation Division and a brother of Pro inter Tran 
Thien Khiem. 

The heroin comes into Saigon by commercial aircraft 
and also by South Vietnamese and Laotian Air Force 
planes. Air America, a “special” airline financed by the 
CIA, has also been utilized as a means of transporting 
the drug. 
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The spotlight bos finally turned to the of 
turn trade. -cf Southeast Asia. F v .- years' th 
. emphasis has been on the role of Turkey a 
the supplier of most of the narcotics feaebinj 
uic . United Slates. Now the use of opium -do 
WveeV narcotics by American troops servLn* 
hi Vietnam has reached scandalous proper 
pons. r rhe Central Intelligence Agency has al 
last made disclosures of the scope and extent 
of the Ciisrepu table trade that is under mining 
tlie vitality and morale of many o r our 
troops. 

_ It would be an easy conclusion that the 
Communist enemy is encouraging the opium 
trade .for the "bad effect' it/ mil inevitably 
have on. our military: strength. This may be 
an unduly complex. interpretation. Quite like- 
ly it is simple greed on the part of nonpoliti- 
C3l; Asians who have exploited the new* mar- 
ket. created by the presence of many vdb 
paid Americans in Vietnam. Had the "enemy 
planned it that way, it could not have been 
more effective for their purposes, 

The whole- miserable affair may be 
charged up as one more item on the long List 
of bad effects that wo have suffered byhea- 
foi) of our prolonged military presence in 
Southeast Asia, 


Summary: Now that the fads arc aclmowl j 
edged, vve have one more urgent reason for 
early withdrawal from the Asian war. i 
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A/JTH the horror of a nightmare, 
the U .S. is discovering that get- 
ting out of Viet Nam has a price that 
it did not anticipate. One longtime sup- 
porter of the American cause — sym- 
pathetic enough so that President Nixon 
granted him a lengthy private interview 
only last February — is Peregrine Wors- 
thorne, columnist and assistant editor 
of London’s Sunday Telegraph. Now, 
Worslhornc argues, the U.S. presence 
in Viet Nam “may have become more 
a curse than a blessing, may now ac- 
tually be doing- the cause of South 
Viet Nam’s independence more harm 
than good.” The problem, says Wors- 
thorne, is that American troops — once 
necessary to inspirit the laggard South 
Vietnamese — have become dangerously 
demoralized. “Drug-saturated, mutinous, 
defeatist, incompetent, they constitute 
more of a threat to the South Viet- 
namese than do the Viet Cong,” ho 
contends. 

Ominous Mutant, Worsthornc’s brutal 
language is plainly exaggerated, but he 
has properly pointed to an ominous 
new mutant of the American tragedy 
in Viet Nam. The most melancholy sta- 
tistics to come out of the war are, of 
course, the casualty figures of dead and 
wounded. Yet there. is another, subtler 
casualty list that will haunt American so- 
ciety even after the last G.I. has left 
Viet Nam-— the troops who became ad- 
dicted to heroin while serving in South- 
east Asia. The number is staggering: 
between 10% and 15% of U.S. troops 
in Viet Nam have developed a heroin 
habit. That represents from 26,000 to 
.39,000 Americans hooked. Some es- 
timates arc even higher — 20% or more, 
which means upwards of 50,000 G.I. ad- 


Thesc figures are not the work of an- 
tiwar propagandists. They were brought 
back by retiring Army Secretary Stan- 
ley Rcsor from a recent visit to Viet 
Nam, and repealed last week in a study 
conducted for the House Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee by Connecticut Repub- 
lican Robert II. Steele. Steele made 
this chilling observation: “The soldier 
going to South Viet Nam today runs a 
far greater risk of becoming a heroin ad- 
dict than a combat casualty.” In all se- 
riousness, lie recommended that the 
President order all Americans home un- 
less the governments of South Viet Nam, 
Laos and Thailand put an end to the traf- 
fic in illegal drugs. Corruption is so in- 
grained in Viet Nam, however, that 
stamping out the heroin trade would 
be a monumental task {see The World). 

One reason for widespread G.I. ad- 
diction is the high quality of the “No. 
4” crystalline white heroin distributed 
in Viet Nam. In the U.S., where most 
heroin is diluted with milk sugar or qui- 
nine to 5% strength or less, the drug is 
usually mainlined with a needle, a pro- 
cess that not only is unpleasant but 
also carries a considerable social taboo. 
In Viet Nam, by contrast, the heroin is 
so pure — 95% or better—- that it can 
be smoked with an equally powerful ef- 
fect. Many G.I.s long since caught up 
in the pervasive marijuana culture have 
fallen prey to the myth that heroin is 
not addictive if smoked. Now a joint 
of heroin is passed around a group of sol- 
diers in exactly the same manner as a 
joint of marijuana. 

Off Limits. Under pressure from the 
U.S., the Saigon government is trying 


_ rv 


so ld j ei; SNirrs heroin vial 


to curb the narcotics traffic and other 
smuggling. Several arrests were made j 

diets. Only a small nuA^pnoVetf (Re lea ^ 2d0 tlW$/G7> X1 ; A+F*DP&J-qW 1 

have enrolled in the Army's drug-am- America, an airline that operates wide- 
nesty-rcluibilitation program since the ly out of Laos and is often used by the 
first of the year. CIA. were fired for carrying narcotics 


into Viet Nam. The U.S. command de- 
clared all Vietnamese drugstores of! lim- 
its to U.S. servicemen in order to dis- 
courage the buying of amphetamines 
and barbiturates. The Army followed 
suit by banning troops from bars, ho- 
tels and other businesses where drugs 
are known to be sold. But such mea- 
sures have no effect on the thousands 
of other outlets, where most of the her- 
oin is bought. A member of Time’s Sai- 
gon bureau asked a pedicab driver out- 
side the U.S.O. club for “stag” After 
perfunctory hesitation ("You cop?' 5 ), the 
driver took the correspondent to a her- 
oin source ten minutes away. 

Palliative. No one can reckon the 
moral and emotional coin that the U.S. 
must eventually expend for the war in 
Viet Nam. General Creighton Abrams, 
the U.S. commander in Viet Nam, felt 
it necessary last week to warn against 
any form of “laxity” among the re- 
maining G.I.s as the American pullout 
continues. Said Abrams: “It requires a 
herculean effort to keep alertness up.” 
President Nixon acknowledges that her- 
oin addiction in the military has be- 
come a serious problem; he is about to 
announce an ambitious federal program 
to combat the narcotics crisis through 
a new Government agency. It would con- 
front the national drug problem gen- 
erally, and would have specific authority 
to take over all eases of addiction in 
the armed forces and among veterans 
who became hooked while in uniform. 
That is at least a palliative gesture. 
Still, the President has often cautioned 
his countrymen against the hazards of 
a premature American withdrawal from 

Wqo rb’ooo^ooiji - c b i ? ‘ 0 ns of c,rus X 

fiction among American troops oiler 
one more heart-rending reason why the 
U.S. should get out as rapidly as possible. 
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By FELIX BELADt Jr. 

J fipccUl 1*5 Thfc Ncvr York Tim«.s 

/ WASHINGTON, June re- 
united States intelligence 
agents have identified at least 
21 opium refineries in the bor- 
der area of Burma, Laos, and 
Thailand that provide a con- 
stant flow of heroin to Ameri- 
can troops in South Vietnam. 

1 Operated and protected in 
Burma and Thailand by insur- 
gent armies' and their leaders 
and in. Laos by elements of the 
roval Laotian, armed forces, the 
refining and distributing have 
grown until white heroin rated 
t;0 per cent pure is turning up 
it i pacific coast cities of the 
United .States as . well as in 
Saigon, 

The Burin a-Laos-Thail and 

border area, hnown as the 
“Golden Triangle/’ normally 
accounts for about 700 tons of 
opium annually, or about half 
.the world’s illicit production. 
Burma is the largest; producer 
in the region, accounting for 
about 400 tons. 

• But a recent analysis by the 
Central Intelligence f Agency 
suggests that production is ex- j 
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U«S* Policy Critic Med *' , 

This growth has been' aided, 
according to one Con gr c ss ion ?d 
'authority, by the lack— until re- 
cently- of a firm United States 
policy on heroin in Southeast 
.Asia; The United SAfgs— which 
provides billions of dollars in 


Shan, Wa and Kokang area is' 
pithed by caravans that arc put 
together by the major insurgent j 
leaders in these areas,” the! 
C.LA. study said. "The cava* 
j vans, which can include up to 
600 horses and donkeys and 
inroviucs wuiiuns vi j«*| 300 to 400 men, fake the opium 

[military and economic foreign 1 on the southeasterly journey to 
[aid to Laos, Thailand .and Cam-! the processing plants Unit lie 


bodia—he.5 directed its efforts 
intercepting the traffic at the 
Saigon end of the line rather 
than to stamping out produc- 
tion at the source, Rcpresenta-,* 
'tivn Robert. H. Steele, RepubhVJ, 


along the Mekong Liver ia the 
Tachilek-Mae Sai, Thaiian d-B an 
Uouei Sal, Laos area.” j 

car-’ 
than 1G 


/The* analysis said that 
, , .. N1 avans carrying more thf 

tive Robert H. Steele, ]Aepub]iV^ r!C ^ r - c tons p- ic ] been reported./ 
can of Connecticut said today. A n , etric ton j 5 about 2,200; 
Mr. Stocle is the principal pounds- 


K wks.\ \ >< r w ? 

I'-yru/ £ ;if» 

/XXNXX-X:- 

Ti',o fJcw York Ti.'acs June A, 1971 

Opium products from tho 
surrounding area, Iaunva 
ns the* ‘Golden Triangle/ 
arc said to ho shipped 
through Ban Houci Sai, 


author of a recent report esti- 
mating the numbers of heroin 
addicts among American serv- 
icemen in South Vietnam at 
25,000. to 30,000. 

Vie to a m un q u c- sti onably 

proves that the availability of 
narcotics breeds users/’ he said. 
/•Until we dry up the sources, 
we haven’t got a prayer of com- 
batting the problem,” 

While much of the opium 
producing and refining takes 
place in areas of Burma, Laos 

jancl Thailand now controlled by 

io to three tons of opium insurgents, narcotics enforce 
ipniities of morphine -mn-nt officials sav that a. con 


suggests that production is ox- ![yj n g one to three tons of opium insurgents, narcotics enforce- 
Ipanding in the area, and there j a * nd w quantities of morphine ; m « n t 'officials say that a con- 
iare indications that this year's j basCi "one trawler’ a day moves tinuous flow of the drugs 
output may reach 1,000 tons. j l0 um vicinity of the Chinese Hi rough government- controlled 

'Communist-controlled Lema Is- areas cannot be sustained with- 
lands 15 miles from Hong 0 ut the involvement of corrupt 


poun 

7 Important Refineries 

Of the 21 refineries idenlifed 
in the three countries, seven 
were described in the report as 
capable of processing raw 
opium to the heroin stage. “The 
most important are located in 
the areas around Tcchilek, 
Burma; Ban Houci Sai and Nam 
Keimg in Laos, and Mac Salon# 
in Thailand/’ it said. 

“The best known, if not larg- 
est of these refineries is the 
one at Ban Houci Tap, Laos, 
near Ban lionet Sai, which is 
believed capable of processing 
some 100 kilos of raw opium 
per day,” the report said. 

The opium and derivatives 
crossing Thailand from Burma 
enrou to to Bangkok was traced 
in the paper as moving out of 


. * J ■' 1 4 !J\Ulia — - V/IIC1U mv- > (UJilUCiO. ill LUC - „ 

these major points about rt ;“ (loaded into Hong Kong junks.” The same view wa s cx- sucb Northern Thai towns as 

cent ticnds in the imcit mu- ^ < 3 opium and derivatives move pressed earlier in the week by chiang Uae, Chi an g Mai, Lam- 

notics business m ^° ,JtiU ^Vjtlirough Laos and are trans- John K. Ingersoll, director of|p an o ; "and Tak “by various 
.Asjaj ... , T - ‘""l !f erred from the Mekong River (pe Bureau of Narcotics and odes 0 f ground and water 

..«s Ref merics In Laos a»a;. ref j ner j es by river craft and [Dangerous Drugs, in testimony; transport.” 

Ihailand tnat used to produce jj ve j 1 j c ] cs to Ban Houci Sai, {before the House Select Com- “ph 
only refined opium, morphmc|; fur(h(jr ; downs tream on the ; m itlce on Crime, 
base, and No. 3, heroin for j, Mekonr , in Laos, and are trans- He said that middle-level 

jsmomng cue now convening jj p 01 qcd°from there to Luang govern men t officials and mili- 

most of 1 heir opium supplies to | jp ra ban^ or Vientiane. A con-T ar y men throughout Southeast 
No. u. . °. r . J er . ccn U;siderabTe portion of the Laotian- {Asia wore deeply involved in 

produced narcotics is smug-Jthc traffic in opium, the prod- 
glcd into Saigon.” juct from which morphine and 

c/‘Aii increased demand for ! heroin is refined. 

No. 4 heroin also appears to: and Refineries Named 

be reflected in the steady use . , 4l - 4 . 

in the price. For example, m| Jhc analysis by the Central 
mid-April, 1971, the price in the Intelligence Agency pinpointed 
m 1 rJ voo fnr a ! major areas of cultivation, rc- 
Tachilek [Burma] aiea lor J . . , ----- » 


]>ure white heroin. The change 
“appears to be clue to the sud- 
den increase in demand by a 
largo and relatively affluent 
market in South Vietnam.” 

*j“Most of the narcotics buy- 
ers in the tri-border area are 
ethnic Chinese who pool their 
purchases, but no large syndi- 
cate appears to be involved. The 
opium, morphine base and 
heroin purchased in this area 
eventually finds its way to 
Bangkok, Vientiane and Luang 
Prabang, where additional pro- 
cessing may take plate before 
delivery to Saigon, Hong Kong 
and ether international mar- 
kets” 


..Jig opium is packed by the 
growers and traded to itinerant 
Chinese merchants who trans- 
port it - to major collection 
points, particularly avoundLa- 
shio and Ken Tung ” tho study 
said. - ...... 


fineries and routes used in the 
traffic. 

Northeast Burma was iden- 
tified as tho largest; producer 
and processor of raw opium in 
the border area. The study said 
that Burma’s 14 refineries, lo- 


kilo of No. 4 heroin was re- 
ported to be S1.7S0, as com- 
pared with $1,240 in Scptem- 
]ber, 1970." A kilogram is 2.2 
i pounds. . 

1 c] ‘"Jhc reported increasing in- 
cidence of 01 f vie" i A t ccl' i the Xa/liilek area /last 

among U.S. serv»ccm« nn \ J a ;vcar ccmverled 30 toas of raw 

>ls „ tldicatin- thaf heroin traffic bc-;OpUun into refined opium, mor- 

A '•'considerable quantity" of U off feted in. 

raw opium and morphine base United SUtc^ may , ^ .... 

from northeast Burma and creasing suggest tnu L . ? 

Thailand was smuggled into Asia is growing ju 1 !, 

Bangkok and sent from there- as a producer of her 1 . 
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liy TAMMY ARBUCKLE 

Special to The Siitr 

VIENTIANE, Laos — The 
heroin 5’ c a c h i n g American 
troops in Vietnam gets there 
by way ol many countries and 
i -olitieal groupings, Commu- 
nist and non-Co mm unis t. 

Laotian military leaders 
have been accused of being 
deeply involved in the drug 
traffic, but a c c o r d i. n g to 
sources here, 'so are China, 
North Vietnam and the Viet 
Cong. 

And while opium grown in 
govern ment--contro)iecl areas 
•of La.os is the source .of some 
'of the heroin that gets to Viet- 
nam and perhaps even to the 
United States, source here 
said much of the opium is 
grown in sections of northern 
Laos controlled by Communist 
forces. ■ 


: Burmese Source 

Another major source is the 
! Slum State area of northeast 
Burma which is controlled by 
Shan rebels aided by the rem- 
nants of Chinese Nationalist 
troops who have been there 
since the days of World War 

n. 

The role of the Lao generals, 
souTE&s said, primarily is to 
oversee the transport; of opium 
• and ^ heroin, llelatively little 
heroin is said to be manufac- 
tured under their control. 

Sources offered some stalls- 
tics to show that 
government controlled areas 
of Laos were not a primary 
source of heroin. 

All of Laos, they said, is 
capable of producing 170 tons 
of opium yearly. Communist- 
controlled areas of northern 
Laos, they said, produ.ee 120 
tons of this, including choic- 
est qualify of opium that 
comes from pro-Communist 
Mco poppy growers in Sam 
| Neua Province. Opium from 
Sana Neua is said to bring 
twice the price of opium 
grown by pro-government Meo 
tribesmen in government- 
controlled areas of Laos. 


'■ 400-poiou! Yield 
, Sources said the crop from 
. the Comrniniist-eonlroJtecl area 
results in about 400 pounds of 
herein annually, and ‘that vir- 
tually all of this goes to Viet- 
nam. 

Of the 50 tons a year grown 
in government areas, some 20 
tons is used in Laos itself, 
where opium smoking is legal. 
The other SO tons is said to" get 
processed into heroin for ship- 
ment to South Vietnam . 

Vientiane lias 70 licensed 
orium dens and about 200 unli- 
censed, according to police. 

. Mont dens are run by opium 
addicts who pay for their own 
addiction with their profits. A 
pipe of opium in Vientiane 
costs 10 cents and addicts need 
about 300 pipes daily. 

Smokers also receive licen- 
ses which cost $3.00 for a 
three-month period and speci- 
fy the amount of the drug 
needed. 

Heroin licenses arc also 
available, but the demand is 
almost non-existent, police 
said. 

From here on information 
gets still hazier. Do the Lao. 
process opium to heroin or is 
it all done in Shan State and 
do the Lao then transport the 
heroin to the outside world? 
Or do the Lao transport only 
black, (unrefined opium and 
is it then processed in Saigon? 

The answer seems to be a 
bit of everything, 

; “After all./’ said one U.S. 

official, $2,OC0 and a Chinese 
i chemist and you’re in the her- 
■ oin processing business.” 

| Answers are obfuscated fur- 
I (her by sources close to the 
1 opium trade. They will talk 

about past practices, but not 
about today’s. And too many 
questions can get a person 
killed in Laos where, outside 
the major cities, the gun is 
the law. 

Some opium in its black or 
unreuned state has been flown 
by Lao aircraft to Saigon. 


Either heroin or morphine 
liases were, or still arc, being 
. manufactured in Laotian saw- 
mills. Some likely locations for 
some of these “factories” in- 
clude a sawmill north of Ban 
llnuci Sai near the Burma- 
Thai border. Another is about 
$ miles soutn of the royal capi- 
tal . of Luang Prabang. A third 
m m the town of Sayaboury, 
just off the main street. 

One. other is somewhere in 
Vientiane province, cither in a 
sawmill just south of the vil- 
lage of Bouev Khouo or per- 
haps just below Phou Khao 
Bwai mountain ridge 35 miles 
northeast of Vientiane. 

Most of the poppy juice 
which concerns the Lao mili- 
tary is grown on the slopes of 
a series of valleys in the north- 
ern portion of Burmas’ Shan 
slate and parts of Chinas* 
Yu u n an Provi n eo. 

These growers arc Slums in 
rebellion against the Burmese 
government of Gen. No Win. 
The valleys reportedly arc 
guarded by .50 caliber ma- 
chine guns against low-flying 
.snooper aircraft. 

The mechanics of the trade 
. are complex and involve 
Shans, Chinese, Haw tribes, 
Nationalist Chinese (two sepa- 
' rate groups of these , Thais, 
Laos (both Communists and 
non-Communists), Yau tribes 
and various other people. 

Perhaps a simplified version 
of the “opium war of 1957” 
gives some idea of the com- 
plexities. 

This war started over an op- 
ium caravan guarded by 200 • 
Haw tribesmen, fierce fighters 
who make their living as op- 
ium guards when not indulging 
in their favorite pastime of 
killing Yao Iribespeople. 

.This particular caravan of 
tiny Asian horses carrying op- 
ium was supposed to pay a tax 
for a rigid of way to remnants 
of the Nationalist Chinese 93rd 
Army left from World War II 
days. 


Mic caravan was to travel 
from the tri-border area whore 
China Laos and Burma join, 
down the Burma side, of (he 
• kaos-Burma border as far as 
the Th ai-Laos-Bu rm a border 
villi the lax collected at (he 
halfway point. 

. Om opportunistic National- 
ist Chinese general decided to 
double the tax. This angered 
the Haws and Shans who de- 
cided to cross into Laos to 
escape the Chinese. 

Lao Attack 


tacked the caravan, copturh 
45 bags of black opium. 

The tough Haws, ho wove 
were not to be outdone. The 
captured a sawmill north < 
Ban Houei Sai belongim- j 
Gon. Q u a n e Hattikhoum 
where more poppy juice wv 
Stored. 


Gen. Quane retaliated by 
calling out Lao Air Force dive 
bombers which flattened the 
sawmill and quite a few 
Haws. 


-the Chinese tax collectors, 
meanwhile, also crossed into 
Laos to attack the Hawn. The 
Thais, who wore supposed to 
receive (he caravan in turn, 
attacked the Lao and the 
Chinese. 

The war ended only when all 
parties concerned met to solve 
tllC tax problem. 

M3 an Houei Sai, the old 
French p'ort Carnot on the 
Lao-Tbair border in northwest 
Laos, long has been an opium 
caravan terminus. 

Here the opium is packaged 
hi its black state into blocks 
and stamped with a brand 
name — “pig” brand and 
“hen” brand are two top quali- 
ty names. 

From there some is trans- 
ported via Thailand to Bang- 
kok and the outside world. 


Much of it is shipped in Loy- 
al Lao Air Force transports to 
Saigon. 
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i ' Long after the last, American has been withdrawn from 
i ^Indochina, the United States will still be facing the conse- ; 

' vquences of its participation in that theater in terms of human 
... .misery. Hundreds of thousands of wounded, many with per-. 

> 'manently crippling injuries, will remind generations yet un-- 
; :born of the cost America paid. 

. Perhaps more destructive, in terms of human lives, are 
the thousands returning from Indochina with sound limbs 
but bodies hooked on narcotics. Reports of drug usage by 
. American servicemen serving in Vietnam have appeared al- 
; . most from the beginning of the involvement. But the full cx- 

• tent of addiction on drugs' such as heroin has not been rc- 

i vealed until recently. ■ 

•; A report prepared by two congressmen who toured Indo- 
china and prepared their findings on drug usage for the 
i House Foreign Affairs Committee reveals how widespread 
> the problem has become. The study by Rep. Robert Steele./" 
of Connecticut and Rep. Morgan F. Murphy of Illinois backs ' 
j up earlier allegations by the House Armed Services Commit- 
: tee on widespread corruption among Asian officials in drug-; 
i traffic. . - 

: •’ “In Laos, government armed forces are major wholej 
d salers of opium and heroin and have been directly involved 
I in large scale smuggling activity,” the two congressmen re- 
ported. 

k “Reliable sources report that at least two highranking 
l Laotian officials, military and governmental, including the 
; chief of the Laotian general staff, arc deeply involved in 
l smuggling activity,” they said. 

“In Thailand, a former diplomat and member of one of 
‘ the most respected Thai families is reported .to be one of 
i the key figures in the opium, morphine and. heroin operations 
in that country and throughout Southeast Asia.” . / 

l South Vietnamese and Laotian Air Force planes arev 
I .used to move the illicit cargo into South Vietnam, Steele and 
j ; Murphy charged. They also said there is evidence some of / 
>’ the narcotics are being shipped by diplomatic pouch on Air \J 
/• America, a .CT-A-backed airline. 

A. Steele estimates as many as 20 per cent of Americans 
1 in. Vietnam have used heroin. If only half the charges made 

• by this latest study are true — and thus far no part of the rc- 
; port has been refuted — it is a damaging indictment of the 
■ ‘allies. American has paid such a high price to defend in 
: Southeast Asia. 
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They May Profit From Supplying -Drugs 
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i. Soldiers, Narcotics Chief 5ay£ 


‘•By- i’HOMAS J. E0LEY 

Times Siaff Writer * 

r; WASHINGTON — The 
government's chief narcot- 
ics enforcement officer 
'said Wednesday that offi- . 
clals of friendly Southeast ' 
A si a n governments are 
protecting and, may ,eyen 
'have an interest in heroin 
traffic to' American servi- 
cemen in Vietnam. - - * - 
; • . In testimony before the 
House Crime Committee, 
John E. Ingersoll, director 
of the Bureau of Narcotics 
find Dangerbus Drugs, also.-.; 
said heroin had been un-- 
•a v itt i n glv smi j gg led i n l o 
South Vietnam on air- 
of the CIA-operated 
Air America. 

/ Committee Chairman 

• Claude Pepper (D-Fla.) 
and other members urged 

• the Administration to take 

a stronger stand with fo- 
3-cigH friendly govern- 
ments to force a halt to il- 
licit drug traffic. ■ 

These included Turkey 
and Prance, which respec- 
tively grow and process 
the overwhelming amount 
of the opium- smuggled 
into -fee United Stales "as 
heroin. ^ , / 

’ , ; Plight to Ask Aid 
."We're," committed to 
risk oiir own cities in a itu- 

• clear war if any French 

city is attacked by the 
Communists, 11 P e p p e r 
said, "and. we have the 
right not only to ask but to 
demand that the French 
lake emergency action to 
help us." A. : \ 

• Ingersoll, who recently 
. returned from discussions 
with Southeast Asia lead- 
ers on the heroin problem, 

■ said lie doubted that any 
‘policy-making officials of 
the countries — Thailand, 

• Laos and South 'Vietnam 
—are involved in the illi- 
cit drug traffic. 

Burma, Thailand, and 


ii 
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John H. Ingersoll 

l£l V/ircphcSa 

* But ho told newsmen af- 
ter the hearing that many 
l o\v ev-tavel offi ci els, i u- 
eluding .members of the 
Couth Vietnamese Legisla- 
ture, deal in opium. He 
?a.M £cms legislators have 
ixiCtluiX in President Nguy-* 
on Van Thlou'u Cabinet. 

TngcrsoH told the corn- 
jhltte-3 tliaS heroin refine- 
yizz wore under control of 
insurgents in Burma and 
Thailand but that those in 
Laos n are protected by ele- 
ments of the royal Laotian 
armed forces." 

, Lamp arts Disclosures 
Ho said that while ma- 
nagement and ownership 
of the Laotian refineries 
appear to be primarily in 
the hands of ethnic Chi- 
nese citizens of that na- 
tion, "some reports sug- 
gest" that a senior Laotian 
air force officer may have 
an ownership interest, in 
some of the plants. • / 
When Rep. Jerome Iw 
Waldie (D- Calif.) noted 
that Ramparts magazine 
had identified the official 
as Gen. Ouane R a t h i- 


Ingersoll denied one' 
contention of the Ram- 
p a r t s article. It in a i n- 
tained that remnants of 
Chiang Kai-shek's Kuom- 
! intang army left in the 
area are involved in her- 
oin production and are in 
the employ of the CIA for > 
operations on the China 
mainland. . ' 

■ But Ingevsoil conceded 
that Air ^America planes 
had been used in the past 
for ’ smuggling- heroin- 

just as regular commercial 
airliners have been used to 
smuggle it into the United 
States. 

He told, newsmen later 
that- SO kilograms 'were 
seized on an Air America 
plane at the huge Tan Son 
Hut Air Base outside Sai- 
gon only three or four 
weeks ago. : 

During the h c a r i n g, 
Waldie also' asked Inger- 
soll about a Ramparts re-* 
port that the secret CIA - 
base of .Long Cheng, used 
to support the U.S.-paid 
Mco tribesmen, was- a dis- 
tribution point for heroin 
to be shipped into South 
Vietnam. V 
■ Ingersoll said he had not 
heard of that. However, lie 
later said he liacl discussed 
the general illicit drug 
problem with CIA Direc- 
tor Richard Helms. He 
said Helms denied the CIA 
was involved in any way, 
and that 3m believed him..* 

"The Mco tribesmen are; 
something" else," IngersolL 
said, "but B don’t blame 
the CIA for what ' ; the 
tribesmen. do." ‘ . 

■ Poor CIA Security 

Waldie said. CIA security ^ 
was apparently "abysmal- 
ly poor, since those in the 
CIA employ used the base 
and facilities for the illicit 
traffic." 

The p arc o tics chief 
sought to allay criticism 
by congressmen of IT.S. ef- 
forts to get the coopera- 
tion of the Asian govern- 
ments to crack down- on 
the drug traffic. 

' He said the United 
States had' virtually no 
leverage over the Burma 
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mg phased ouU The opi- 
um-growing area in Thai- 
land is in the hands of in- 
surgents, * Ingersoll said, 


but the Bangkok govern- 
ment is taking steps to try 
to control it. ; 

' Tie said Laotian officials 
were "most responsive" 
even though some high- 
ranking officials were in- 
volved.. • 

Vietnam Smuggling 
/ Ingersoll said the Saigon 
government had. taken 
$ e v e r a 1 steps to crack 
down on, the smuggling, 
including a shakcup cf its 
customs, officials, ah in- 
crease in the size of its 
central police force deal- 
ing with the problem and 
the appointment of a spe- 
cial task force by Presi- 
dent Thicu. ' 

He also said lie was as- 
signing three additional 
agents to the Far East and 
that the Defense. Depart- 
Anent had placed off limits 
areas of open heroin deal- 

ingi 



i/ 
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Burma, Thailand and as Gen. Ouane K a i ni- leverage over tne rnuma 
X/aos account for A^Pva^cw; Ffel^sell2Oft1>/D^O7gdElAHRDR80wat^t^1 000070001 -6 

• SO?; of the world's opium that "general speculation" existing aid program is be-, 
production, he said. conceded this. 
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In the wake of a presiden- 
tial press conference pleclgepj! 
''highest priority attuntion”'to 
drug 'problems, a federal j 3 pr- 
oof ics official told the How:# 
yesterday that measures werb 
under consideration for stop- 
ping traffic, at the source in 
Asia. . \ ■ * * : Vi 

John E, Ingersol], director' 
of the Bureau of Narcotics and 

t J 

Dangerous Drugs, told' thb 
House Select Committee , on 
Crime that proposals u rider 
study include strengthening 
Thailand’s ability to centre*, 
the rising flow from there. % ? 

Ingersoh, recently returned 
from Southeast Asia, was 
asked whether pressure could 
be put on Laos to restrain 
opium traffic. 

• 'T can report to you that 
pressure is being put on/' Im 
replied. He confirmed reports 
that the drug traffic in Laos is 
■protected by elements of- the 
royal Laotian forces. 

Questioned about reports 
that' Air America/ a CIA-fi* 
nancccl airline in Laos, has 
•been used to transport optima 
Dngersoll said “in the past; .Air 
America planes have been irsecl 
‘unwittingly just as T\?A h&i 
been used unwittingly . to 
smuggle drugs into the United 
States. " 

“But I can say it 3ms iiot 
been the policy of the manage-. 
. ment to provide transport,” ho 
; added. 
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The objective of the new policy Is to induce 
foreign concerns to take the Antidumping 
Act into account before they engage In* 
sales to the United States. 

The 25 Percent Rule 

The Antidumping Act provides that in 
* normal situations fair value shall he deter- 
mined by comparing the ex factory home 
market price of the merchandise under in- 
vestigation with the ex factory price at which 
the merchandise is sold in the United States. 
If the price in the United States is less than 
the home market price, then there are "sales 
at less than fair value” within the meaning 
of the statute. 

The Act also states that in situations where 
the quantity of merchandise sold in the 
home market is so small in relation to the 
quantity sold for exportation to countries 
other than the United States as to form an 
inadequate basis for comparison, then third 
country price should be used as the basis for 
comparison. 

The Antidumping Regulations provide that 
generally for purposes of determining what 
constitutes an "inadequate basis of com- 
parison” for fair value purposes, home mar- 
ket sales will be considered to bo Inadequate 
if less than 25 percent of the non-U.S. sales 
of the merchandise are sold in the home mar- 
ket. 

The selection of home market or third 
country price for fair value comparison can 
easily be crucial to the results of antidump- 
ing Investigations, for frequently home mar- 
ket price tends to be higher than third coun- 
try price. This is particularly true where 
merchandise is sold in a protected home mar- 
ket and, when sold in third countries, is ex- 
posed to the vagaries of world competition. 

It has been Treasury’s experience that 
cases arise where sales in the home markets 
are adequate as a basis for fair value com-l 
parison, even though less than 25 percent of! 
the non-U.S. sales arc sold in the home mar- 
ket. Prom a technical standpoint, the exist- 
ing regulations provide for this situation, 
since the 25 percent rule is introduced by 
the adverb "Generally.” Examination of the 
precedents, however, revealed that the Treas- 
ury has not, in recent years at least, made 
an exception In applying the 25 percent rule. 

This left the Treasury with two alterna- 
tives. It could have ignored the previous in- 
terpretations of the Antidumping Regula- 
tions which had, in effect, applied the regula- 
tions as if the word "Generally” were not 
there, or it coud propose a change in the 
Antidumping Regulations to eliminate the 
25 percent rule. Wo chose the latter course. 
The proposal was published in the Federal 
Register of April 27, and is currently open 
^'or comment by interested persons. Any com- 
ments received will be carefully considered 
before we take final action on this proposal. 

A LOOK INTO THE FUTURE 

In my judgment, we have only come to 
the end of the beginning of the rejuvenation 
process. But, I believe we have made a solid 
start. 

Let me take a final brief moment to touch 
upon what I see happening in the future. Wo 
have taken steps to initiate a fresh examina- 
tion of the Treasury’s antidumping proce- 
dures and regulations to see what more can 
be done. The regulations were substantially 
revised in mid- 1963 after a broad review, 
with the dual .objectives of conforming the 
Treasury's procedures to the requirements 
of the International Anti -Dumping Code, 
and also of having the regulations imple- 
ment in clear and precise language the ob- 
jectives of the Antidumping Act. With al- 
most three additional years of experience 
under the regulations, as then revised, it is 
now appropriate to stop and take a new look 
to see whether additional changes may be .ap- 
propriate. A Notice of Proposed Rule Making 
to this effect was published in the Federal 
Register of April 13, 1971. 



Sixty days are being allowed for the sub- 
mission of comments. I would assume that 
many persons present here today — if you are 
not already aware of the Treasury’s invita- 
tion to submit comments — may wish to do 
so. 

Let me emphasize that the Treasury De- 
partment continues, as always, to adhere to 
its policy of equitable administration of the 
Antidumping Act. With the increased per- 
sonnel assigned to this field and modernized 
procedures and policies, we shall speed up 
antidumping investigations, thereby making 
administration of the law more effective — all 
this without sacrificing equity. 

Let me also emphasize that the Treasury 
Department and the Administration are 
strongly opposed to having the Antidumping 
Act transformed into an instrument of pro- 
tectionism. On the other hand, w r c arc 
equally strongly opposed to allowing foreign 
firms to injure U.S. industry by unfair price 
discrimination. It Is with the latter objec- 
tive In mind that tlic Treasury Department 
introduced the changes in the administra- 
tion of the Antidumping law, which I have 
discussed with you today. To the extent that 
we succeed in our objective, the Treasury’s 
rejuvenation of the Antidumping Act will 
become an increasingly important influence 
in favor of a freer international trade policy. 

In conclusion, I would like to repeat a 
statement made by Secretary Connally on 
May 17 before the Subcommittee on Inter- 
national Trade of the Senate Committee on 
Finance: 

"The efforts to foster increased competi- 
tiveness In our economy must be actively 
pursued in the context of fair and liberal 
trad in g arra n gem cn ts.” 


RAMPARTS MAGAZINE MISREPRE- 
SENTS ROLE OE CENTRAL INTEL- 
LIGENCE AGENCY" IN FIGHTING 
AGAINST IMPORTATION OF DAN- 
GEROUS DRUGS 


HON. CHARLES S. GUBSER 

OF CALIFORNIA 

IN TIIE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday , June 2 t 1971 

Mr. GUBSER. Mr. Speaker, recently 
Ramparts magazine published an article 
which, like so many other articles which 
appear in new left publications, attempt- 
ed to discredit established agencies of the in 
Government, including the Central In- xfpi 


tclligence Agency. Unfortunately, the 
Stanford Daily, the newspaper pub- 
lished by students at Stanford Univer- 
sity, saw fit - to lend credibility to this 
article by reprinting it. 

A tearsheet from the Stanford Daily 
was sent to me by a constituent and I 
submitted it to the Bureau of Narcotics 
and Dangerous Drugs with a request for 
comment. Under date of May 27 I re- , 
ccivcd a reply from Mr. John E. Jngersoll, J 
director of the Bureau of Narcotics and 
Dangerous Drugs. His letter should be 
brought to the attention of all responsible 
Members of Congress and the press since 
it certainly contradicts the implications 
contained in the Ramparts magazine 
article. Mr. Ingersoll’s response follows; 
Hon. Charles S. Gubser 
U.S. Hgusc of Representatives 
Washington , D.C. 

Dear Congressman Gubsfr: This is in 
response, to your letter of May 21, 1971, which 
enclosed a tearaheet from* the "Standard 
Daily” (a publication of Stanford Univer- 


sity) of the article entitled, "The New Opium 
War,” as reprinted from “Ramparts Mag- 
azine.” 

Charges made in the article appear to be 
a part of a continuing effort to discredit 
agencies of the U.S. Government, such as the 
U.S. Military, the FBI, the CIA, and the De- 
partment of State, all of which are, In point 
of fact, working actively with the Bureau of 
Narcotics- and Dangerous Drugs (BNDD) in 
our worldwide effort to curtail international 
drug traffic. 

Actually, CIA has for sometime been this* 
Bureau’s strongest partner in identifying 
foreign sources and routes of illegal trade in 
narcotics. Their help has included both direct 
support in intelligence collection, as well as 
in intelligence analysis and production. Liai- 
son between our two agencies is close and 
constant in matters of mutual interest. Much 
of the progress wc are now making In iden- 
tifying overseas narcotics traffic- can, in fact, 
be attributed to CIA cooperation. 

In Burma, Laos, and Thailand, opium is 
produced by tribal peoples, some of whom 
lead a marginal existence beyond the polit- 
ical reach of their national governments. 
Since the 1950’s, this Southeast Asian area 
has become a massive producer of illicit 
opium and is the source of 500 to 700 metric 
tons annually, which is about half of the- 
world’s illegal supply. Up to now, however, 
less than ten percent of the heroin entering 
the United States comes from Far Eastern 
production. . 

The dimensions of the drug problem and 
the absence of any strong political base for 
control purposes has been a dilemma for 
United Nations opium control bodies op- 
erating in Southeast Asia for many years. 
Drug traffic, use, and Addiction appears to 
have become accepted as a fact of life in this 
area and, on the whole, public attitudes 
are not conducive to change. 

The U.S. Government has been concerned 
that Southeast Asia could become the major 
source of illicit narcotics for U.S. addicts 
after the Turkish production Is brought 
under control. The Bureau of Narcotics and 
Dangerous Drugs, with the help of CIA, 
DOD, and the Department of Shite, has been 
working to define and characterize the prob- 
lem so that suitable programs to suppress 
the illicit traffic and eliminate illegal opium 
production, such as the proposed United 
Nations pilot project in Thailand, can be 
implemented. 

It is probable that opium production in 
Southeast Asia will be brought under effec- 
tive control only with further political de- 
velopment in these countries. Nevertheless, 
in consideration of U.S. Military personnel 
the area, as well as the possibility that 
pium from this area may become a source 


for domestic consumption, concerned U.S. 
Agencies, Including CIA, Bureau of Customs, 
DoD, and State, arc cooperating with BNDD 
to work out programs to meet the immedi- 
ate problem as well as provide longer term 
solutions. 

Since the subject matter of your letter 
concerns CIA, I have taken the liberty of 
furnishing a copy along with my reply to , f 
Director Richard Helms. v ' 

Sincerely, 

John E. Ingersoll, ■ 

Director. 

As an enclosure to his letter, Mr. In- 
gersoll included a paper entitled “Recent 
Trends in the Illicit Narcotics Market 
in Southeast Asia.” This should also bo- 
of interest to every person who is con- 
cerned about this problem and I there- 
fore include the text herewith:. 

Recent Trends in the Illicit Narcotics 
Market in Southeast Asia 

1. The reported increasing incidence of 
heroin addiction among U.S. servicemen in 
Vietnam and recent intelligence indicating 
that heroin traffic between Southeast Asia 
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Long after the last American has been 
withdrawn from Indochina, the .United 
States will still be facing the conse- 
quences of its , participation in that 
theater in terms of human | misery'. 
■Hundreds of thousands of wounded, 
many with permanently c r i p p 1 i n g 
I injuries, will remind generations yet 
imborn of ti)e cost America paid. 

. Perhaps more destructive, . in terms 

• of human lives; are the thousands 
returning from Indochina with sound 

! limbs but bodies hooked on narcotics. 

: Reports of drug ' usage ' by American 
■ servicemen serving in Vietnam have 
‘ appeared almost from the beginning of 
; the involvement. But the full extent of 
; -addiction on drugs such- as heroin has 
‘ not been revealed until recently. 

» A report prepared by two congress- 

• men who toured Indochina and prepared 
"their findings on drug usage .for the 
\ House Foreign Affairs Committee 
l reveals how widespread the problem 
l has become. The study by Rep. Robert 
; Steele of Connecticut and Rep. Morgan 
; F. Murphy of Illinois backs up earlier. 

• allegations by the House A r m e d 
I Services Committee on widespread 
( corruption among Asian officials in drug 
% traffic. 

"In Laos, government armed forces 


licfmenf ' 

are major wholesalers of opium and', 
heroin and have been directly involved 
in largescale smuggling activity,” the 
two congressmen reported. 

"Reliable sources report that at least 
two highranking Laotian officials, mili- 
tary and governmental, including the 
chief of the Laotian general staff, are 
deeply involved in smuggling activity,” 
they said. 

"In Thailand, a former diplomat and 
member of one of the most respected 
'Thai families .is reported to be one of 
the key figures in the opium, morphine 
base and heroin operations in that 1 
country and throughout S p u t h east 
Asia.” 

South Vietnamese and Laotian Air 
Force planes are used to move the illicit 
cargo into South Vietnam, Steele and 
Murphy charged. They also said there 
is evidence some of the narcotics are 
being shipped by diplomatic pouch on 
Air America, a CIA-hacked airline. . 

Steele estimates'" asfmany as. 20 per , 
cent of Americans in Vietnam have vised 
heroin. If only half the charges made 
by this latest study arc true — and : 
thus far no part of the report has been, 
refuted — it is a damaging indictment- 
of the allies America has paid such] 
a high price to defend in Southeast Asia, j 
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■ • Washington. Juno 

have declared that 40.000 


Senate to let conscription die on June 30. 


By TIM \¥ JIKICLE.it ' 

~ Daily Vterkl Washington Bureau 

1— Leaders of the movement to dump the military draft 
heroin addicted GI’s in Vietnam' should convince the U.S. 


Their statement was a reaction 
to a report last week by two con- 
gressmen that 20 40,000 U.S. GIs 
in Vietnam have been hooked on 
herein. ■ 

Chris Sayer, organizer of a na- 
tionwide citizen lobby to back 
Senate efforts to repeal the draft, 
declared* “The fact is, the draft 
takes people against their will. 
It -exposes them. to a double dan- 
ger. They' are 50 percent of the 
casualties and 65- percent of the 
army deaths are draftees. It is a 
clear and present danger/’ 

And now, he added, there is 
the danger of drugs. 


He said the authorities in 
sounding the alarm about heroin 
addiction have talked only about 
Turkey and Marseilles. 

“But the vast bulk of the her- 
ein is produced in Laos and then 
. processed in South Vietnam and 
Singapore and Hong Kong before 
it is shipped to the U.S/’ ho 
said. 

The drug epidemic in the U.S., 
he argued, is one of the poison- 
ous by-products of the Vietnam 
war. " • 

“What is the role of the CIA if 7 
.the drugs are being flown cp.enly ' 7 
in Air America planes?” lie 


asked. • 

He linked the entire problem 
to the Selective Service System 
and tire recruiting of people for 
the military. 

Senate vote due Friday 

The drive against the draft is 
centered in the U.S. Senate, 
where a vote is ’scheduled this 
Friday on a measure by Sen. 
Mark O. Hatfield (II- Ore) to re- 
peal the draft law. 

Sayezg a coordinator of a 
group foiled En draft, is bring- 
ing citizens in a steady stream 
to visit Senate offices to demand 
a vole for the Hatfield measure. 
Senator Mike Gravel’s plan to 
filibuster against the draft until 
draft authority expires June 30 
is backed by Senators George 
McGovern (D-SD), Harold Hugh- 
es (D-Iowci), Vance Bar the (D- 
IncI), Allen Cranston (D-Calif), 
William Prcxmire (D-V/is) and 
Marlow Cock (R-Ky). They will 
join the Senator from Alaska for 
the round-the-clock showdown on 
the Senate floor. , - ■ 

Endraft is not discouraged by. 
the 42-31 vote against a pay in- 
crease for first .term troops— 
taken by some observers as an 
indication of weakness in the 
clove” ranks. 




“People will be coming in and 
then the pressure will build,” 
Sayers said. ' ■ \ ■ . . 
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United iVc?5 Interna {ions! 

; RETORT ON HEROIN USE UY G.VS IN VIETNAM: Representatives Morgan F. Murphy, 
•_ Democrat of Illinois, at left, and Robert IT, Steele, a Connecticut Republican, at a 
’■ Washington news conference yesterday. Representative Steele was holding a small 
■ >vlal that lie said contained heroin when it was sold to him in South Vietnam. 

Author of Study on GJt Addicts 

• Robert Hampton Steele ” v A 


graduated from high school 
there in 1936- In high school, 
lie began dating Ann Kliza- 
beth (Betsy) Trues, daughter 
of the chief surgeon at Hart- 
ford Hosoital. He married her 


‘ Election Day, Nov. 3, 1970, 
the 32d birthday of Robert 
Hampton Steele, also marked 
the beginning of his third 
career. He ay as elected to 
Congress, on the Republican 
ticket, from the Second Dis- j- in 1961. 
trict of Connecticut. In his , ! Amherst and Columbia 
first and seconci careers, Mr. ; , , . 

Steele was a Soviet-affairs He was graduated from 
specialist in the Amherst College, where he 
Central TntellU w/rnajorocl in English, in 1960. 
gence Agency Then followed three years of 
and a securities' graduate work at; Columbia 
analyst with the University, where he earned 
Travelers Insur- : a 'master’s degree in govern - 
1 aheo Company. In his third 1 went and the certificate of 
career, he has attracted pub- the Russian Institute. 


Man 
in the 
News 


lie notice in recent days as 
the. principal author of a Con- 
gressional report on wide- 
spread heroin addiction 
among American servicemen 
in South Vietnam. 

[Representative Steele, born 
in Hartford, grew up in 
Wethersfield, Conn., and was 


; At Columbia, he served as 
research assistant to Zbig- 
niew Brzezinski, a prominent 
authority on the Soviet 
Union. And in 1960 he was 
spokesman for one of the 
first groups of American 
students to visit the Soviet 
Union. . - = 


After Columbia came five 
vears with the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency, three years 
in Washington and two in 
Mexico. Although this serv- 
ice is mentioned in his offi- 
cial biography in the Con- 
gressional Directory, he re- 
fuses to elaborate on his 
C.I.A. assignments beyond 
saying that he was a “Soviet 
specialist.” His -wife acknowl- 
edged yesterday that she had 
almost no idea of what he 
had been doing in Washing- 
ton and Mexico. 

j 4 Has 3 Children 

I But it was during the 
| Mexican assignment, . she 
said, that he began getting 
, the grounding for his second 
■ career. He started studying 
• the, stock* market, 1 rather 
‘ casually at first and then 
intensively. 


/ 
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When he left the C.I.A., he 
returned to Connecticut and 
joined The Travelers Insur- 
ance Company in Hartford as 
an investment export. 

Today, the Steeles live in 
a nine-room white colonial 
house in Vernon, a commu- 
nity of 26,000 not far from 
Hartford. They have three 
children: Kristen, 8; Alison, 5; 
and Jeffrey, 2. A fourth child 
is due in mid- July. 

When people in central 
Connecticut are asked about 

Bob Steele, though, many tell 
you not about the Congress- 
man but about bis father, a 
popular radio-television per- 
* sonality for the last 35 years,. 
• The cider Bob Steele has 
an early morning program 
■ of music, news and chatter 
I on radio station WT1C in 
. Hartford'. After the son’s 
election in November, unhap- 
: py Democrats complained 
that many voters had 
thought they v/ere voting for 
the father. 

Representative Steele en- 
joys. seniority over every 
Congressman who was. elect- 
ed to a first term last No- 
vember. Technically, he is 
not a freshman at all. 

His name appeared in two 
■places on the voting ma- 
chines: first, to fill a vacancy 
in the 91st Congress caused 
by the death of Representa- 


tive William L. St. Onge, a 
Democrat,, and second, for a 
full term in the 92d Con- 
gress. 

He was sworn In Nov. 16. 
.By virtue of this seniority 
over other newcomers, he 
gained a scat on the Hcnso 
Foreign Affairs Committee, 
to which he presented the 
report, on drug addiction 
among troops in Vietnam. 

His wife, asked how lie 
spends his leisure time, re- 
plied: 

“He doesn’t really have 
any special activities to relax 
with. He’s usually so tired j 
lie just takes a nap.” 

She quickly amended this, 
though, to say, that he is a 
fond father who enjoys play- 
ing Parcheesi with their 
daughters or kicking a ball 
around the yard with their 
son. 
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By TIM WHEELER 


WASHINGTON. May 27— Two U.S. Congressmen re- 
vealed today that President Nixon’s allies in Saigon, in- 
cluding vice-dictator Nguyen Cao Ky, are drug pushers 
]\vho have hooked SO.CCO to 40,000 U.S. troops in Vietnam 
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on heroin.' ■ 

Also implicated in the dope 
pushing racket is “Air America,” 
the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy’s air supply wing. The report 
declares that CIA planes have 
been used to fly dope into Viet- 
nam. 

Itep. Thomas E. Morgan, (D- 
111), and Rep. Robert H. Steele, 
(R-Conn), .were the ' two Con- 
gressmen ‘ who released a 40- 
page . report titled “The World 
Ileroin Problem,” at a press 
conference today. / 

The report contains findings of 
a 21-day trip the two took 
through Southeast Asia on which 
they found rampant drug addic- 
tion of “epidemic” proportions 
.among U.S. troops. 

They reported that drug push- 
ers in Saigon “are so blatant 
that several attempts were made 
.to sell heroin to members of 
the .study mission' as they walk- 
ed the streets of Saigon accom- 
panied by a uniformed member 
of the United States Army.” 

Withdrawal “only solution” 

They \varncd that unless the- 
“Allies” curb the soaring traffic 
jin .heroin “the only solution is. 
to. withdraw all American-, serv- 
icemen from Southeast Asia.” 

“We are not optimistic,” they 
said, “that the government is 
either willing or able “to curb 
the drug traffic.” 

The report’ states .that heroin 
•is smuggled into Vietnam aboard 
aircraft of the Laotian and South 
Vietnamese air forces, and in 
rented and commercial aircraft. 

* “Heroin,” it added,, “has also 
been ..smuggled in Air America 
aircraft although there is no ev- 
idence that any official of the 


“The U.S. agency,” which the 
two House members found them- 
selves unable to identify by 
name, is the CIA. 

Both House members have 
been supporters of President 
Nixon’s war policies, but today 
Rep. Steele told reporters, “The 
bleak prognosis is that thousands 
upon thousands of junkie Johnnys 
will come marching home hooked 
on heroin.” 

The report declares, “It is as- • 
sumed by the U.S. military that 
this activity reaches high levels 
of command, to include politi- 
cians, both in Laos and in South 
Vietnam. In Thailand a former 
diplomat and member of one of 
the most respected Thai fami- 
lies is reputed to bef one' of the 
key figures in the opium, mor- 
phine base and heroin operations 
in that country and -throughout 
southeast Asia. 

“There have also been reports 
that Vice-President Ky is impli- 
cated in the current heroin traf- 
fic.” 

' Deaths zooming' 

Drug addiction in some U.S. ' 
units in Vietnam has reached 25 
percent, the report continues. Be- 
tween August -and December, 
1970, 90 deaths were suspected 
to have been drug-related. Autop- 
sies confirmed 59 were from 
heroin overdose. ■ 

Last January, the rate shot up: 

17 for that month alone wore 
drug deaths and in February it 
rose again to 19. 

“Figures for March and April 
are not yet available, but if this 
;rend continues, over 200 young 
Americans will die of heroin ach 
diction in 1971,” the report 


Most of the opium is grown 
in Laos, but the major exporter, 
of the drug to Vietnam and the 
U.S. is Thailand, the staunchest 
anti-Communist ally of the U.S.' 
in Southeast Asia. 

Heroin from Thailand, says the 
report, “is smuggled to the U.S. 
by couriers on 'commercial or 
military aircraft. Some is mail- 
ed to the U.S. by U.S. military 
personnel using both commer- 
cial and military postal serv- 
ices.” ‘ . - ' 

The disastrous impact of this 
drug flow from Indochina to the 
U.S. is reflected in the estimat- 
ed 259,000 heroin, addicts in the 
U.S.’, the report states. One half 
of those arc in New York City, 
where 1,154 persons died from 
drug overdose in 1970, and one 
half of these fatalities were be- 
low the age of 23. In the nation’s 
capital, heroin addiction rose 
from 10,400 in 1970 to 16,380 at 
present, a GO percent increase. 

“Five years ago,” .the report 
says, “the heroin problem was 
restricted to the ghetto areas of 
our major cities. Now it is 
spreading to the suburbs and is 
found among the children of the 
: wealthy and well-to-do as well 
as among the poor.” 

The report charges the U.S: 
military command supplied U.S. 
Saigon • ambassador Ellsworth 
■Bunker “with the names of high- 
ranking .Vietnamese officials it 
suspects of involvement in the 
heroin trade.” To date, Bunker 
has remained silent on the sub- 
ject. . . 


U.S. agency has ever been involv- v?arns 
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Mis Army to Cure Addicts 



I By'mix BKL&ra Jr. 

i • Special to Viie New Ycrfc Times 

; WASHINGTON, May 27* -A 
Congressional investigating tea 
urged in areport made public 
today that the Army be re- 
quired to identify and rehabili- 
tate the 26,000 to 39,000 Amer- 
ican heroin addicts in South 
Vietnam before returning them 
to civilian Jife. 

The report to the House For- 
eign Affairs Committee — parts 
of which became known earlier 
this week — said that so many 
G.I.’s in South Vietnam were 
becoming addicted to heroin 
that President Nixon should or-, 
der all troops home unJesn au- 
thorities i n that country, as 
well as in Laos and Thailand, 
halted the drug -traffic. 

Representatives Morgan F. 
Murphy, Democrat of Illinois, 
and . Robert H. Steele, Repub- 
lican of Connecticut, suggested 
that corruption at the highest 
■levels of the Governments and 
.the Military of the three coun- 
tries left little hope for halting 
the traffic. But they forecast 
“major moves” by' the White 
1 House in the next six weeks 
to put pressure on the South- 
east Asian Governments. 

Legislation Introduced 

The authors of ' the report 
visited nine countries in Eu- 
rope, the Middle and Far Fast 
and Indochina and interviewed 
■government, military and dip- 
lomatic officials of those coun- 
tries and the Hinted States. 
Their investigations outside the 
United Slates extended over 21 
clays. . 

Legislation requiring . all 
armed services to retain addict- 
ed servicemen in active status 
until cured was introduced in 
the House recently by Repre- 
sentative John M. Monagan, 
Democrat of Connecticut. 

Known as the Drug Abuse 
Control Bill of 1971, the meas- 


ure would require all branches 
of the service to certify that 
men being discharged from ac- 
tive duty were free from drug 
addiction. It would establish a 
drug abuse control corps., for 
each branch with responsibility 
to enforce its provisions. 

One of the Congressional re- 
port’s 19 recommendations 
urged the President to “take 
personal command of the strug- 
gle to eliminate the illegal 
international traffic in nar- 
cotics, particularly heroin, and 
commit the full resources of 
the county to that battle.” 

To identify heroin addicts 
before discharge, the report 
proposed that all military per- 
sonnel be required to submit 
to a urinalysis and that the 
Defense Department provide 
” acute care and detoxification 
as well as basic rehabilitation 
services” for addicts. 

3 Years’ Treatment Urged 

The report recommended that 
if military rehabilitation efforts 
proved unsuccessful, an ad- 
dict’s commanding officer “be 
required, prior to the addict’s 
discharge, to civilly commit the 
addict to the administrator of 
the Veterans Administration for 
a period of three years for 
treatment and rehabilitation.” 

At a news conference on the 
report, Representative Steele 
said, “The soldier going to 
South Vietnam today runs a 
far greater risk of becoming 
a heroin addict, than a combat 
casualty.” 

Representative Murphy ob- 
served that “a soldier suffering 
from a wound or even venereal 
disease can be retained in the 
sendee until restored to health, 
but one suffering from the 
sickness of heroin addiction is 
discharged and returned to so- 
ciety and denied the facilities 


of the Veterans Administration 
because of the nature of lvis 
illness.” . / . 

The Illinois Congress' said 
it was “a national disgrace” 
that the Veterans Administra- 
tion was not equipped to reha- 
bilitate addicts. 

The report estimated that 
heroin addicts in the United 
States armed forces in all of 
Southeast Asia numbered be- 
tween 30,000 and 40,000, most 
of thorn in South Vietnam. a 

U.S. Planes Reported Involved 

t Tiie report said that many 
high-ranking Laotian, Thai and 
South Vietnamese officials— 
both, civilian and military — are. 
making large profits from the 
illegal sale of heroin and other 
narcotics to G.L’s. It said that 
in some cases United . States 
planes and diplomatic pouches 
had been used to smuggle 
opium and heriin into Saigon; 

“In Laos, Government aimed 
forces are major wholesalers 
of opium and heroin and have 
been dircctlyi nvolved in large- 
scale. smuggling activity,” the 
report said. “Reliable sources 
report that at least wo . high- 
ranking Laotian officials, in- 
cluding the chief of the Laotian 
General Staff, arc deeply in- 
volved in smuggling activity. 

“In Thailand a former diplo- 
mat and member of one of the 
most respected Thai families 
is reputed to bo one- of the key 
figures in the opium and heroin 
operations.” 

The report said that South 
Vietnamese and Laotian Air 
Force planes provided by the 
United States are frequently 
used to bring heroin into South 
Vietnam. Smaller amounts are 
smuggled in on Air America, 
an airline financed by the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency, it 
added. •. 
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The disclosure by U.S. congressmen of 
the. involvement of high-ranking Southeast 
Asian officials' in illegal narcotics traffic 
lends special irony to the growing drug 
.abuse problem among U.S. forces in South 
Vietnam. ' 

Of particular concern is the accusation 
by U.S. Reps. Morgan F. Murphy, D-I1L, 
and Robert IT. Steele, R-Conn., that the 
Central Intelligence Agency is an ac- 
complice ancT“tliaT' some of the opium 
produced by the Meo tribesmen in an area 
that includes portions of Laos, Thailand 
and Burma is flown out of the area in U.S. 
aircraft. - ;• 

The Meos make up the irregular army 
trained and supported by the CIA in Laos. 
Opium is the cash crop of the Meos, and it 
. is from opium that heroin is derived. The 
Meos have been so engaged for many 


U.S. allies in Asia, CIA implicated ; 

years, but the market has grown substan- ' 
tially in recent years, in part because of ; 
the rising use of heroin by U.S. troops. • 1 

There is considerable doubt that the 
United States will be any more successful 
. in supressing narcotics traffic in Southeast 
Asia than it has been in New York City, or 
Dayton, Ohio. But Congress should under- 
take an immediate inquiry into the alleged 
CIA complicity in this traffic, and should 
re-examine the basis of U.S. support for 
governments and individuals who.se busi- 
ness enterprise poses such a threat 'to the 
well being of U.S. servicemen stationed in 
these countries and to the health and 
stability of U.S. society. 

The unhappy turth is that the principal 
world market for illegal narcotics is the 
United . States, whether the poppies are 
gown in Mexico, Turkey or Laos. 


Approved For Release 2001/08/07 : CIA-RDP80-01 601 R001 000070001 -6 



rt ah ~App?' ov edFor Release 2001/08/07 : CIA-RDP80-01601 

SAN FRANCISCO , CJ\L c 

.EXAMINER ■ ... 

•E - 204,749 
.EXAMINER & CHRONICLE . 

S - 640,004 / o A ’ 

i\v\i * 4 fciA. 





o 

Ti Tffi 

jlJlA 



According to the report, 
“The ominous implications 
are obvious” that mirehatili- 
tated servicemen addicts will 
; have to inject heroin when 
'• they return. -*i 

Murphy .said 'that lf men' ! 

; who have acquired an appe- 
l titc for tlio Vietnamese prod- 
; tict are going to have to have 
more fixes a day bad: here. : 
When you're talking about 
• fixes, you're talking about 
m oney and that means I 


WASHINGTON — (CST) — 
Two congressmen have found 
that a heroin epidemic is 
raging among U.S, troops in 
Vietnam and they will report 
officially next week that the 
implications for IJ.S. society 
are ominous. 

Their report, a draft copy, 
estimates that between 10 
and 15 percent of all U.S. 
troops in Vietnam are heroin 
addicts. 

One of the congressmen, 
Rep. M o r g a n Murphy 
(D-HI.), said in an interview, 
however, that addiction may 
run as high as 30 percent, 

, With U.S. forces, currently ■ 
at a level of 262,500, the num- 
bers involved range front a 
low of 20,009 men to a possi- 
ble high of 78,000. The Na- 
tional^ Institute of Mental 
Health" estimates the total 
number of addicts in the 
United States at 250,000. 

Many Involved 

Murphy and Rep. Robert 
H. Steele reported a bizarre 
array of interests involved in 
the Southeast Asian drug 
trade, including 1)U1 tribes- 
men aided by the Central In- 
telligence Agency, a division 
of Nationalist Chinese troops, 
prominent families in Thai- 
land and U.S. veterans and 
deserters. 


edge of U.S. officials and by 
the air forces of Laos, Thai- 
land and Vietnam, apparent- 
ly with the full knowledge of 
high-level officials m those 
countries. 

Murphy said he made an 
effort to cheek persistent re- 
ports the CIA and Vietna- 
mese Vice President Nguv 
yen Cao. Ky are actively in- 
volved in the opium- heroin, 
trade, but could find no evi- 
dence that they were. 

According to the report, 
“the possession and sale of 
heroin in South Vietnam is il- 
legal. Yet sales on. the streets 
of Saigon are so blatant that 
several attempts were made 
to sell heroin to (the con- 
gressmen) as they walked 
the streets of Saigon, accom- 
panied by a uniformed mem- 
ber of the U.S. Army.” 
rt for pu 

Heroin that is sniffed, 
smoked or injected by the 
servicemen, Murphy report- 
ed, is ?ti. to 97 percent pure, 
unlike the product sold in 
the United States which has 
been diluted to a purity of 4 
to 6 percent. 


you’re talking about crime.” j 

The congressman said esti- : 
mates are that an addict 
must steal property worth ; 
$150 a day to buy $30 worth j 
of diluted U.S. heroin. i 
Murphy and Steele prepared ' 
their report on Hie worldwide . 
Iieroin p r o b 1 e m . after a 
three- week 10-nation trip ■ 

that included visits to the - 
major poppy-growing 'areas ! 
of Turkey and Southeast Asia | 
and the heroin-refining col- 
ters of Marseilles, France, 
and Ilong Kong. • . j 

5 .. 


According to Murphy and / 
Steele, heroin is transported- / 
in aircraft owned by CIA 7 
end the U.S. Air Force, an* 
patently without the knowl-, 



Approved For Release 2001/08/07 : CIA-RDP80-01 601 R001 000070001 -6 


PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 
23 MAY 19T1 

Approved ForJ?6leas62Qpi/08/07 : CIA-RDP80-01 601R001 0 

. Is the CIA Involved . 

: In 


STATOTHR 




... v> r - • Denver: 

A LLEN GINSBERG, the poet, made a bet this month with 
Central Intelligence Agency chief Richard Helms, that 
, he (Ginsberg) would soon present incontrovertible evi- 
dence of CIA involvement in international opium smuggling. 
* ,The Helms-Ginsberg exchange comes at the early stages 
of what may yet be one of the year’s big political furors. For* 
months rumors of .government dope privateering have circu- 
lated in underground press 
and political channels. Gins- 
berg is among the principal 
figures behind the speculation. 

The first in-depth investiga- 
tion was ,l The New Opium 
War,” an article published in 
the May issue of Ramparts' 
magazine. The authors are 
Frank Browning and Banning 
Garrett. 

For centuries, write the in- 
vestigators^ opium has been a 
staple cash erop of the Meo 
Laos, Burma 'and Thailand. 




Steven Levine, 18 
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'tribesmen living in northern 

' Originally exported solely for intra-Asian use, it has, since 
World War II, become a salable commodity on the world 
■ market. For a time Sicilian Mafiosi purchased it directly from 
. local warlord smugglers, but the politicization of Indochina 
has brought in competition. ^ . * . . .. -i 

. y: .The opium traders now in the hands of Chinese mer- 
cenaries, Vietnamese, Laotian and Thai racketeers and the 
CIA, say Browning and Garrett. During the Dulles period, 
it was decided that the opium growing area was of strategic 
importance, demanding clandestine American involvement. This 
. involvement took .the' form of equipping and training certain 
prominent, military factions in the region as anti-Chinese coun- 
’ terinsurgents. The Meos, the Thai border patrol police arid 
the Kuomingtang, the 93d division of Chiang Kai-shek’s army 
*pow. exiled in northern Laos, all come under the protective 
"ind supportive wing of the CIA. The oil thaf keeps everything 
in this alliance running smoothly is opium money. With the 
' £Thai border patrol police looking the other way the Meos grow 
. vj&e stuff, the KMT deals it to smugglers who, in turn, deal it to 
Viet, Lao and Thai gangsters who process it either as 
' itraight smoking opium or injectible smacks, and export it to 
Taiwan ,pr Hong Kong from whence it proceeds to the United ; 

States. . - * * : f \ * 7 * ^ 

According to Garrett arid Browning, SO percent of the" 

^American heroin supply comes in through these channels. They 
^Charge that the CIA lends technical and logistical support, 

^alleging that harvested opium collected at Long Cheny in Laos 
jii flown to processing and dealing installations in Laos, Thai- 
land and Vietnam in Air America and U. S. military planes. 

{All the parties to the action are equipped with CIA supplied 
■^rdnance. ' .. - 

$ ' If ever there was a public issue' which commands a full 
firing and immediate action commensurate with what that 
pairing brings to light, I would submit, this is the issue. We 
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i 1 You can salute an officer 
; -with your right hand and take a 
\ c hit ’ jn your left/ 5 an enlisted 
: man in Vietnam is quoted as. 

; saying in "The New Opium 
l War* in the May issue of Ram - 
l parts magazine. *• 
j Anyone who -claims to be con- 
> corned about snack, junkies and 
[ ■ teenage (and younger) overdose 
l deaths should consider the 
j Ramparts article required rea- 
: ding. ... 

The mind blowing theme of . 

■ the story suggests that well 
i meaning citizens who talk of 

• ‘‘offing pushers, 5 methadone 
r - clinics, et cetra should take?. 

• cooler look at what’s happening, 
i According to co-authors Frank 
{ Browning and Banning Garrett, 

[ vrtiat^s happening is that the In- 
b dochina opium txa.de - which 

\ grosses an estimated $500 mil-' 

: lion a year- lias the tacit appro- 
{ val of the U.S. government and 
the active involvement of . the 
Y, Central Intelligence Agency. 

\ ‘ At the same time the go- 

j vernment starts crash prog- 
; rams to rehabilitate drug users 
4 among its young people/ the 
1 young soldiers it is sending to 
\ Vietnam are getting hooked and 
; dying of overdoses at the rate 
i of one a day. While the’ Pro- 
i sident is declaring war on nar- 
j colics and on crime in the str- 
I eets, he is widening the war in 
jLaos, whose principal -product 
| is opium and which has now be- 
come the funnel for nearly half 
’ The world’s supply of the nar- 
cotic, for which the U. S. is the 

i . • ■ 

V . ^- ~ 


chief consumer.” 

For the Moos hill tribespeo- 
ple in Laos, opium is their only 
cash crop. A kilo which goes 
for $50 in the hills is $200 in 
Saigon and $2,000- the article 
says- in San Francisco. 

A large part of the crop is 
simply dropped off in Saigon 
for the ‘ convenience” of U.S. 
army addicts. ‘ Probably a fifth 
of the men in his unit have at 
least tried junk/ the authors 
said of rehabilitated addict Au-' 
gust Schultz. "But the big thing, 
as his buddy Ronnie McShefirey 
adds, was that most of the of- 
ficers in his company - includ- 
ing the MP’s- knew about it. 
McShefirey saw MP’s in his own 
division (6th Battalion, Slst In- 
fantry, 9th Division) at Tan An 
shoot up, just as lie says they 
saw him. He and his buddies 
even watched the unit's sergeant 
major receive payoffs at a hear- 
by whorehouse where every kind 
of drug imaginable was availa- 
ble.” 

One opium lord described in 
the article utilizes an army of 
1,000- 2,000 armed men v/ith : 
mile long mule drawn caravans 
which move from 15 to 20 tons 
of opium-worth about a million 
dollars- out of Burma to syndi- 
cate rnen in Laos and Thailand 
in one journey from the hills. 

To get to his destination, how- 
ever, the opium lord must pay 
about $80,000 a trip in protec- 
tion money to the 93rd division 
of Chiang Kai-chek s Taiwan 
army which has remained in 


Burma- up to 9,000 strong- 
since the end of World War H , 
when most of his troops fled' 
tile mainland for the island of 
Taiwan. 

These Kuo rninglang (KMT ) 
troops are said to be responsi- 
ble to Shiang s son, Chiang 
Chihg-Kuo, who is the head of 
the Taiwan secret police. The 
authors claim that the KMT 
supports itself by exacting such 
tribute, by buying opium direct- 
ly from the Mcos and reselling 
it, and by making occasional 
forays into China and Burma 
for the 'Central Intelligence A- 
gency. 

The Ramparts article docu- 
ments the involvement of U.S. 
planes and helicopters* in the 
dope operation, in some instan- 
ces overtly and sometimes un- 
der the guise of the Royal Laos 
Air Force v/hich uses donated 
U.S. aircraft. 

The role of the * China Lob- 
by” in the U.S. opium trade is 
also described. Involved are 
such patriotic stalwarts as J. 
Edgar Hoover and Nixon’s State 
Department intelligence chief, 
Ray Cline. Instrumental is Go- 
vernor Warren Knowles’ some- 
time romantic interest Madame 
Chennault (who helped raise a 
quarter million dollars for Ni- 
xon's campaign). Her deceased 
husband, General Claire Chen- 
nault of World War H 1 flying 
boxcar” notoriety, founded the 
Civil Air Transport just after 
W.W. II, In the 1950 s it was 
renamed “Air America” and 


now- as a CIA front- it keeps 
busy transporting opium as the 
“official ’ Indochina airline. 

The U.S. government -opera- 
tion presided over by General 
Ky-h&s squeezed out the Cor- 
sican Mafia, former holders of . 
the southeast Asia heroin in- 
dustry. 

The Ramparts authors sug- 
gest that when Richard Nixon- 
in his recent * state of the. 
world” speech- rapped about- 
drying 'up world drug traffic, 
the Indochinese opium business 
v/as intentionally overlooked. 
The President commented, "We 
have worked closely with a large 
-q are often unable to get' any re- 
j fund, and at the same time, they 
■ are told that they cannot receive 
the "free” wig without paying 
an additional $8* or $9 styling 
charge. 

This practice is both time 
consuming and ’frustrating to 
the consumer, Warren said, 

Warren urged consumers who 
have knowledge of this scheme 
to contact his Office of Consu- 
mer Protection or the postal 
Authorities. 
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The CIA’s Contribution 


I am moved to respond to your editorial 
“Taking the CIA on Faith” (April 18). The 
editorial contained some interpretations of 
statements made by CIA Director Richard 
Helms with which I must take exception. 

The editorial repeated Mr. Helms' state- 
ment that the public cannot judge the value 
or the efficiency of the operations of the 
agency because of the secrecy requirements 
which surround it. This fact is unassailable 
and was stressed by Mr. Helms; however, 
the editorial ignored the common sense of 
this statement and continued to bemoan the 
lack of public scrutiny. While secrecy is an 
important component of the operations of 
-an intelligence organization, a dearth of in- 
formation does exist concerning the general 
theory and practice of intelligence opera- 
tions; this information is available— without 
the need for a security clearance — to the in- 
terested individual. Furthermore, public in- 
formation is available, often to the chagrin 
of Cl* A officials, concerning more specific 
details of certain agency operations, witness 
the operations of the Meo tribesmen in Laos 
and .the U-2 operations over the U.S.S.R. 
(which was highly successful by all accounts 
until May I960)! Therefore, while much of 
.its daily operations are necessarily veiled in 
secrecy, the agency is not the ultra-secret 
“invisible government” as some would have 
us believe. 

Mr. Helms* statement that the CIA is not 
involved in drug traffic seem to me to be as 
.definitive as he could make it. The nature of 
intelligence operations, however, often ne- 
cessitates the conduct of business with cer- 
tain individuals who may have connections 
with the traffic of drugs. Sq long as the op- 
erations of the agency do not promote the 
worldwide traffic of drugs, it must be ac- 
cepted that we will occasionally have to deal 
with these individuals so long as they can be 
of value to these operations. 

■ Finally, the editorial questions, “how 


gw snas- 

must be provided with, as air. ntuiw 
stated “a broad and detailed base of 
intelligence.” The need for objectivity in the 
production of intelligence 
Mr Helms stated in his speech. This ot>jec 
tivityis required in order to preclude the 
agency from becoming ambitious, and eithei 

making its own policy or inducing policy 
makers to posit an American interest. . . 

The CIA continuously makes a great con- 
tribution to the security of thU nation i and 
tr. tile well-being of its citizens. Mr. HeLms 
Leech has served to inform the American 
public just a bit more as to the extent of 
that contribution. pAUL D W ARREN SR. 

Glen Rurnie. » — I 
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THE PRESSURE Washing- the narcotics problem 
ton is trying to bring^ upon drives me up the wall." 
drug producing countries to Another U.S. diplomat in 
cut off the flow of heroin Thailand told Steele with a 
into this country at the straight face, “I had no idea 
source apparently isn’t being there was such a problem in 
applied by our uninterested the U.S.” 
diplomats. In Italy, the Mafia directs 

J, This is the conclusion- of niuch of the drug smuggling 
/ Reps. Bob Steele (R-Conn.) into the United States. Stcelo 
■ and Morgan Murphy (D-Ill.), was told by a federal U.S. 
just back from a 21-day world narcotics agent, stationed in 
drug tour, who will report to Rome, that he receives little 
the House Foreign Affairs cooperation from the Italian 
Committee that our embas- police. 

sies aren’t using their diplo- Yet Wells Stabler, the dep- 
matlc leverage on their host uty chief of mission, told 
countries Steele with a sniff: “There is 

. Steele told us he had re- not really anything we have 
ceived a far better hearing to be overly concerned about • 
on his drug views -at the regarding Italian cooperation 
White House and State De- or commitment in checking 

the international narcotic 


choose between Moscow*- and* 
Peking. 

■Washington can continue 
to encourage these nations at 
least to remain neutral. But 
as American power is with- 
drawn from the area, these, 
nations will bo tempted to 
. side with one of tho great 
Communist powers that will 
dominate. Southeast Asia. 

The United States, accord- 
ing to the secret studies, 
should be able to play off 
China and Russia against 
each other, tipping the bal- 
ance of power in whatever 
direction is most beneficial to 
Washington at the moment. 



traffic.” 

Steele and Murphy are 
highly concerned about U.S. 
embassy cooperation and are 
preparing a blistering report 
to House Foreign Affairs 
Chairman Thomas Morgan 
(D-Pa). 


partment than at our embas- 
sies in the opium-producing 
lands. He found ‘‘bored non- 
chalance” about the drug 
problem among the striped- 
pants set -from Ankara to 
Bangkok. 

Most heroin in the U.S. 
underworld market comes 
out of Turkey. Stern orders Asian Rivals / 

have gone cut from Washing- THE SECKET STUDIES of / 
ton to our emoassy in Angara tha National Security Coun- 
to place all posaime p.esjine c ;[ jf they should be con- 
upon Turkey to control its verted lnto official foreist i 
production. Only recently, an- pol i cy> indicat2 that ths 
other federal na.cotiL. . agent united States will withdraw 
was dispatched to Turkey to from southeast Asia and 
help disco\er how the stmt is. j eave those strategic coun- 
being snmggled. ^ tries mercy of the 

But all this np .3 brougnt g rea t Communist powers, 
only pained reactions in the , 

embassies. Grumped one dip- .. Tl f. sccrc . t Assessment is 
iomat: “Wliat do they think , th y the f . Un } ted States, mov- 
we’re running, a police de- in f cautiously of course, can 
partment?” .safely cut bait in the warm 

Thailand ha3 now become ^® ters . Southeast Asia, 
the second biggest supplier Th ? ™? lry bet . ween Russia 
or heroin to tho the United Ciuna, it is suggested,. 

States. Indeed, federal agents } vlU P. revent tbe \ rea f ™ m 
have confiscated as much bec °““s * thrent to tIlG 
Thai heroin in tho last six United States, 
months as they did in the In other words, the United 
Drevious six voars States increasingly will, bo 

P Yet in Bangkok Deputy abIe to play tIie roI ° of spec * 

CMef of Mission George l f tor as Russia and China 
Newman confessed to Steele- stru ™le for pre-eminence in 
“Everv tim e I see nno o f Southeast Asia, The secret as- 

thosfeSl tom ^ wishing- 

ton ebout getting ncUon on Asla ,,„ c to 
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. THE QUESTION OF CIA AND DRU 



by Flora Lewis 

NEW YORK~-Richard Helms, director of the CIA, is evidently much upset at charges that 
the CIA is involved in the flourishing drug traffic in Indochina, which is making 
a very substantial contribution to addiction among Americans. 

-,r ,Helms says flatly that the CIA is "not involved in the drug trade anywhere in * 
the world." In the literal, organizational sense, he is "probably right, although 
almost any ex-CIA man will testify that the field doesn't always tell the home office 
Everything it knows. There is a tendency to protect headquarters from embarrassing 
insights and information. 

Certainly, Helms is right when he says that drug control is not the CIA's 
responsibility. But two facts are inescapable. 

1 — Drugs are flowing into Vietnam and out of Indochina into the world underground 
network in dramatically increasing quantity. Not only is there a fearful growth in 
the amount of opium produced and exported from Southeast Asia. Alongside the traditional 
opium trade, heroin is being produced therE now. This is new. The proof that it is 
true is the ready availability of heroin to GIs in Vietnam. Their powder doesn’t 
come all the way from Turkey or France. 

s 

-more- 
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WASHINGTON — It’s a sure bet that one of 
the world’s wildest wagers was made, tins 
week at a Washington cocktail party . 

Poet Allen Ginsberg informed CIA Director 
V Richard Helms that he was doing an "under- 

• cover investigation 

• 0[ the C ia and hoped 
to publish it soon. 

Ginsberg told thy. 
startled Helms thaA. 
} ' he intended to prove 

{ •"*£ that CIA agents “are 
i helping to smuggle 
in opium from South- 
east Asia.” 

When Helms chal- 
lenged the poet, say- 
ing he’d never prove 
the charge, Ginsberg 
made a bet: 

If he was proved 
wrong, he would 
give his prized Tibetan amulet to Helms but 
■if Helms was wrong, the CIA director would 
have to promise to meditate “in the lotus po- 


0/ Our Washington Bureau 

sition for one hour every day, thinking about 
love and peace.” 

The bet was accepted, although Helms said 

« I..1J _ ^ 




Ginsberg 


Jr 

" y i 


he didn’t know where he’d wear the amulet. 
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New York — A weird .series of incidents is bringing 
into focus the question of the CIA's relation to (ho 
booming Indochina traffic in heroin and the opium 
from winch it is made. 

Ramparts magazine has published a study of the 
drug trade in Indochina, pulling together many dc- 
tails^of the widely but only vaguely known story and 
making a 'Series of specific charges against top South 
Vietnamese, Laotian and Thai officials. Further, 
Ramparts charged that it is CIA operations and 
subsidies in the area which have made possible the 
big increase in the supply of heroin from Indochina. 

Sen. George McGovern (D-N.D.) wrote a letter to 
CIA Director Richard Helms on April 13 asking six 
questions about it. One inquired whether the opium 
production in Laos was conducted with the knowl- 
edge of CIA officials, particularly around the CIA's 
secret army base at Long Cheng in Laos, and if the 
effect of CIA operations is to “protect the supplies 
(of opium) and facilitate their movement.” 

On April 29, CIA legislative counsel Jack 
Maury called on McGovern to give oral answers to 
the questions. He referred to a sheaf of legal-size 
papers for his information, indicating that the CIA 
has made a new investigation, but he didn't give 
McGovern the papers. He denied some of the charges, 
but said the CIA has been trying to convince the 
local people not to be in the drug traffic, which 
obviously implies that the CIA knows about it. 

McGovern's query wasn’t the first challenge to 


. Helms on the subject. QiiMafich A Heir 
V his wife to an CSfS 


in Washington. The star happened to be Allen Gins- 
berg, the touslc-haircd mystic poet. They met at a 
reception before the poetry reading, and Ginsberg 
took after Helms for what he says is CIA support of 
the dope trade. 

The poet has been investigating drug traffic for 
seven years, and he has on the tip of his tongue a lot 
of precise names and places and figures. For one 
thing, he said. Long Cheng is a central collecting 
market for the opium flowing from northern Burma, 
northeastern Thailand and Laos (the fertile triangle) 
down into Vietnam and Bangkok and out around the 
world back to the United States. 

Helms said it wasn’t true, so Ginsberg said 
‘Til make you a wager.” If he lost, Ginsberg 
promised to give Helms his “vajra” which he 
* describes as “a Buddhist-Hindu ritual .implement 
cf brass symbolizing the lightning-bolt doctrine of 
sudden, .illumination ” Helms was to meditate' one 
hour a day for the rest of his life if he lost. ' 

Some time later, Ginsberg sent Helms a clip- 
ping from the Far East Economic Review saying 
that a number, of correspondents who sneaked into 
Long Cheng over tho years saw raw opium openly 
piled up for sale in the market there, in full view of 
CIA armed agents. ■ He also sent a note offering 
Helms suggestions about how to keep a straight back 
while meditating, the best sitting position and proper 
breathing. 

Ke has had no acknowledgement from the CIA 
chief, but says “I have been tender toward him. 
074 improved 

mind:Con.sciousness, Anything that might help save 
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By Jach Anderson 

A Royal Laotian prince and 
the Laotian Army commander 
have now been identic ad as 
the principal traffickers in the 
heroin used by U.S. troops in 
South Vietnam. 

• Furthermore, . a congres- 
sional investigation has con- 
firmed our earlier allegations 
that the Central Intelligence 
Agency is involved in the Lao- 
tian heroin operations. 

The investigation was made 
by Reps. Robert Steele (R- 
Conn.) and Morgan Murphy 
(D-Ill.), both members of the 
House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee. 

Steele is preparing a report 
that will allege CIA Air Amer- 
ica aircraft have been used to 
transport the drug from north- 
ern Laos into the capital city 
of Vientiane. 

It says, however, there is no 
evidence that the CIA had any 
official policy of letting its 
planes be used to move the 
drugs. Furthermore, it adds 
that the agency has now 
cracked down on the practice. 

. According to the draft re- 
. .port, prepared by Steele for 
.House Foreign Affairs Chair- 
man Tom Morgan (D-Pa,), the 
deadly drug is transported 
from opium fields in Laos to 
the battlefields of South Viet- 


nam in the following manner: 

First the raw opium is 
hauled from deep in Northern 
Laos through Burma and into 
the Laotian town of Ban Roue! 
Sai, with former Nationalist 
Chinese soldiers-turned-clrug 
smugglers riding shotgun on 
the shipments. 

At Ban Bouei Sai, the Lao- 
tian Army commander, Gen. 
Ouan Rathikoun, takes over. 
He supervises the shipment of 
the opium into Vientiane, 
using American-supplied 
planes and protecting the 
smuggled cargoes with U.S.- 
s up plied arms. 

Once it reaches Vientiane, 
the morphine base is proc- 
essed in Gen. Rathikoun’s labs 
into ‘‘Number Four ,J heroin, a 
pure grade of the deadly drug 
almost unknown in Southeast 
Asia until traffickers began 
turning it out especially for 
American troops. 

Protection and Payroll 

Throughout Laos, the heroin 
operation is protected and 
abetted by Prince Boun Oun, 
Inspector General of the 
realm. 

Once processed, the heroin 
is flown into South Vietnam 
aboard military and civilian 
aircraft from both Laos and 
South Vietnam. 

Some of the carefully 
wrapped packages of the 
white powder are air-dropped 
near U.S. troop emplacements 
in the fields. Others reach the 
troops after being landed at 
outlying* air strips or flown di- 


rectly into Saigon’s Tansonn- 
hut airport. ‘ 

With Vietnamese custom of- 
ficials looking the other way, 
the heroin passes into illicit 
channels. The congressman 
identifies South Vietnamese 
Premier Tran Thien Kheirn as 
the man behind the corruption 
of the customs agents, but 
they stop short of calling him 
an outright trafficker. 

The angriest language in 
Steele’s draft report is re- 
served for U.S. diplomats who 
have failed to use their lever- 
age against such men as Rathi- 
koun and Prince Boun Oun to 
get the drug traffic cut off at 
its source. 

Steele points out that in 
Turkey some progress has 
been made, although slowly, 
though diplomatic channels to 
cut off the flow of heroin to 
the United States. 

In a future column, we will 
detail how' American ex-GIs 
and deserters, assisted by cor- 
rupt Thai officials, are begin- 
ning to move huge quantities 
of heroin into the United 
States to replace the Turkish 
supply. 

Kosygin on Arms 

The U.S. embassy, reporting 
to the State Department from 
Moscow on Sen. Ed Muskie’s 
confidential conversations 
with Kremlin leaders, gave 
this account of the discussion 
on disarmament: 

“Mifckie began by talking 
about desire to reduce mili- 
tary expenditures. He said in 


past two years. Senate had 
subjected defense budget to 
great scrutiny. As result, ad- 
ministration's budget in 1030 
had been cut by six billion dol- 
lars. 

“He expressed interest in 
MBFR (Mutual Balance Force 
Reduction) in Europe as part 
of desire to reduce arma- 
ments. He also advocated 
broadest possible agreement 
at SALT (Strategic Arms Lim- 
itation Talks). 

“Kosygin responded that 
U.S.S.R. has always favored 
disarmament. He asserted that 
Soviet military budget was 2> 
27 per cent of U.S. military 
budget, and nothing was hid- 
den in other parts of budget. 

“He said Soviet noticed and 
‘appreciated 1 Senate’s action 
in cutting military expendi- 
tures by six billion dollars. So- 
viet also noticed President’s 
statement that military budget 
might have to be larger next 
year. 

“Soviets ‘follow these events 
closely/ said Kosygin. Specifi- 
cally on SALT, Kosygin said 
both sides are approaching 
question differently, with 
‘great wariness and care’ but 
‘with great desire of finding a 
solution in limiting strategic 
armaments/ M 

Footnote: The hush-hush re- 
port noted that Muskie had 
emphasized the “unofficial 
character. of his vb-i!: and fact 
he cnrried-.no message and 
was. not, negotiating any agree- 
ment..” 

’ © 19 7 r B?!I-McClure Syndicate. Inc. 
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In her last two Viewpoints columns — the second 5 of which 
appears today— Flora Lewis has reported some shocldng revela- 
tions about the heroin trade in Indochina; shocldng in part 
because they suggest a tacit tolerance if not connivance on the 
part of the CIA. At the same time she quotes CIA Director 
Richard Helms as indignantly denying the implication that his 
agency is engaged in smuggling dope. . 

V We believe they are both right— though they appear to be 
contradicting each other. Flora Lewis is a serious and respon- 
sible journalist and Richard Helms is an honorable man doing a 
sometimes distasteful but necessary job (given the reality of 
international power politics). 

We believe that heroin is going into Vietnam from Laos and 
Thailand but we also believe Mr. Helms when he says his people 
are not directly involved in this rotten business. 

The problem, as Miss Lewis rightly concludes, "isn’t 
whether to blame the CIA for the drug traffic.” The problem 
stems from an immoral war that for too long has been punishing 
innocent Asians and corrupting well-intentioned Americans. 


.. i* 
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by Frank Browning and Banning Garrett 



■ r. PRESIDENT, the specter OF heroin addic- 
tion is haunting nearly every community in 
the nation ” With these urgent words, Sen- 
. ator Vance ilartke spoke up on March 2 in 
ii resoliitidh on drug control being considered in 
the U.S. Senate. Estimating that there are 500,000 heroin 
addicts in the U.S., he pointed out that nearly 20 percent 
of them are teenagers. The concern of Hartke and others 
is not misplaced. Heroin has become the major killer of 
young people between IS and 35, outpacing death from 
accidents, suicides or cancer. It has also become a major 
cause of crime: to sustain their habits, addicts in the U.S. 
soend more than $15 million a day, half of it coming from 
the 55 percent of crime in the cities which they commit and 
the annual $2.5 billion worth of goods they steal. 

Once safely Isolated as part of the destructive funkiness 
of the black ghetto, heroin has suddenly spread out into 
Middle America, becoming as much a part of suburbia as 
the Saturday barbecue. This has gained it the attention it 
otherwise never would have had. President Nixon himself 
s$ys it is spreading with “pandemic virulence.” People are 
becoming aware that teenagers are shooting up at lunch- 
time in schools and returning to classrooms to nod the day 
away. But what they don’t know — and what no one is tell- 
ing them — is that neither the volcanic eruption of addiction 

in this country nor the crimes it causes would be possible 
without the age-old international trade in opium (from 
which heroin is derived), or that heroin addiction like in- 
' flation, unemployment, and most of the other chaotic forces 
in American society today— is directly related to the U.S. 
warinlndocfuna. 

The connection between war and opium in Asia is as old 
as empire itself. But the relationship has never been so sym- 
biotic, so intricate in its networks and so vast in its implica- 
tions. Never before has the trail of tragedy been so clearly 
marked as in the present phase of U.S. involvement in South- 
east Asia. For the international traffic in opium has ex- 
panded. in lockstep with the expanding U.S. military pres- 
ence there, just as heroin has stalked the same young people 
•in U.S. high schools who will also be called on to fight that 
war. The ironies that have accompanied the war in Vietnam 
since its onset are more poignant than before. At the very 
moment that public officials are wringing their hands over 
the heroin problem, Washington's own Cold War crusade, re- 
plete with clandestine activities that would seem far-fetched 
even in a spy novel, continues to play a major role in a 
process that has already rerouted the opium traffic from the 
Middle East to Southeast Asia and is every day opening new 
Channels for its shipment to the U.S. At the same time the 
government starts crash programs to rehabilitate drug users 



among its young people, the young soldiers 1 
Vietnam are getting hooked and dying of overdoses at the 
rate of one a day. While the President is declaring war on^ 
narcotics and on crime in the streets, he is widening ...the war 
in Laos, whose principal product is opium and which has 
now become the funnel for nearly half the world’s supply 
of the narcotic, for which the U.S. is the chief consumer.^ 

There would have been a bloodthirsty logic behind the 
expansion of the war into Laos if the thrust had been to C | 
seize supply centers of opium the communists were hoard- 
ing up to spread like a deadly virus into the free world. But 
the communists did not control the opium there: proces- 
sing and distribution were already in the hands of the free 
world. Who are the principals of this new opium war? The 
ubiquitous CL\, whose role in getting the U.S, into Viet- 
nam is well known but whose pivotal position in the opium 
trade is not; and a rogue’s gallery of organizations and 
people — from an opium army subsidized by the Nationalist 
Chinese to such familiar names as Madams Nhu and Vice 
President Nguyen Cao Ky— who are the creations of U.S. 
policy in that part of the world. 

The story of opium in Southeast Asia is a strange one at 
every turn. But the conclusion is known in advance: this 
war has come home again — in a silky grey powder that goes 
from a syringe into America’s mainline. 

-r\ rr OST OF THE opium IN' Southeast Asia is grown 
K* /H in a region known as the “Fertile Triangle,” an 
area covering northwestern Burma, northern 
Thailand, and Laos. It is a mountainous jungle 
inhabited by tigers, elephants, and some of the most poison- 
ous snakes in the world. The source, of the opium that 
shares the area with these exotic animals is the poppy, and 
the main growers are the Meo hill tribespeople who inhabit 
the region. The Meo men chop back the forests in the wet 
season so that the crop can be planted in August and Sep- 
tember. Poppies produce red, white or purple blossoms be- 
tween January and March, and when the blossom withers, 
an egg-sized pod is left. The women harvest the crop and 
make a small incision in the pod with a three-bladed knife. 
The pod exudes a white latex-like substance which is left to 
accumulate and thicken for a day or two. Then it is care- 
fully gathered, boiled to remove gross impurities, and the 
sticky substance is rolled into balls weighing several pounds. 
A fraction of the opium remains to be smoked by the vil- 
lagers, but most is sold in nearby rendezvous with the local 
smugglers. It is the Meos’ only cash crop. The hill tribe 
growers can collect as much as $50 per kilo, paid in gold, 
silver, various commodities, or local currency. The same 
kilo will bring $200 in Saigon and $2000 in San Francisco. 

There are hundreds of routes, and certainly as many 
methods of transport by which the smugglers ship opium — 
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Some U.S. Allias = 

[Found Wanting ; 

| To the Editor: ; 

j There is a law to the effect ; 
[that anyone aiding another in 
I the act of a crime is equally 
{ guilty as an accessory. On this 
. basis Uncle Sam has quite a 
„ few points against him, Ac- « 
; cording to an article In the May 
;* issue of Ramparts, Marshall 
: Ky, vice president of S, Viet- 
■ nam is the biggest pusher of 
dope in that country. We have 
- supported Ky for over six years 
‘ with billions of dollars and over 
: 40,000 of our boys have died 
in his cause. While President 
Nixon- is declaring war on 
* ; narcotics and on crime in the 
streets he is widening the war 
. in Laos whose chief product is 


'R e p u b i c , murderer of 
thousands of his people and who 
built a mansion on a hill top 
surrounded by high walls upon 
which were built pill boxes 
armed with guards and whose 
private army guarded his many 
ships, it sea — this man was 
on good terms with the United 
States and was dined and wined 
on one of his trips to 
Washington. 

When a country, the richest 
in the world becomes a mecca 
for brigands and pirates such 
as the above we may question - 
the entire picture. Good citizens 
do not make bosom friends out 
of robbers and thugs and • 
generally one can get a good 
idea of one’s character by the, 
company he keeps. i 

V. P. MOCK/ 
Chippewa Falls J \ 



opium. . / 

:• The Central Intelligence v 
AgencjhfSJs^-not‘ only protects 
the opium in Long Cheng and 
various other pick up points, but 
* has also given clearance and 
protection to opium laden air 
craft laden with dope in flying 
it out to sea drops. 

One holds his breath when 
contemplating all the brigands, 
dictators and pirates that Uncle 
l Sam has protected and dealt 
f with. To, name a few: Chiang 
Kai-shek whose lobby in 
; Washington is one of the 
' largest; the former dictator of 
r ,Cuba v Batista who made a 
t fortune on Cuban peasants and 
. then forced into exile. Syngman 
Rhee of Korea (ousted by his 
■ own people) ; Franco of Spain 
whom we have spread the red* 
carpet to for 30 years for- 
- allowing us to * build for- 
tifications in ’his country. 
^Truiillo of the Dominican 
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The KMT are tolerated by the Thais tor several 
reasons: they have helped in the counterinsurgency 
efforts of the Thai and U.S. governments against the 
-hill tribespeople in Thailand; they have aided the 
training and recruiting of Burmese guerrilla armies for 
the CIA; and they offer a payoff to the Border Patrol 
Police (BPP), and through them to the second most 
powerful man in Thailand, Minister of the Interior 
Gen. Prapasx Charusastbira, The BPP were trained in 
the *50‘s by the CIA are now are financed and advised 
by AID and are flown from border village to border 
village by Air America. The BPP act as middlemen in 
the opium trade between the KMT in the remote 
regions of Thailand and the Chinese merchants in 
Bangkok. These relationships, of course, are flexible 
and changing, with each group wanting to maximize 
profits and minimize antagonisms and dangers. But 
the established routes vary, and sometimes 
doublecrosses are intentional. 

In the summer of 1967 Chan Chi-foo set out from 
Burma through the KMT’s territory with 300 men 
and 200 packhorses carrying nine tons of opium, with 
no intention of paying the usual fee of S80,000 
protection money. But troops cut off the group near 
the Laotian village of Ban Houei Sai n an ambush 
that turned into a pitched battle. Neither group,' 
however, had counted on the involvement of the 
kingpin of the area’s opium trade: the CIA-backed 
Royal. Lao Government Army and Air Force, under 
the command of General Ouane Rathikoune. Hearing 
of the skirmish, the genera! pulled his armed forces 
out of the Plain of Jars in northeastern Laos where 
they were supposed to be fighting the Pathet Lao 
guerrillas, and engaged two companies and his entire 
air force in a battle of extermination against both 
sides. The result was nearly 30 KMT and Burmese 
'dead and a half-ton windfall of opium for the Royal 
, Lao Government. ■ 

In a moment of revealing frankness shortly after 

the battle, General Rathikoune, far from denying the 
role that opium had played, told several reporters 
that the opium trade was “not bad for Laos.” The 
trade provides cash income for the Meo hill tribes, he 
argued, who would otherwise be penniless and 
• therefore a threat to Lqos’ political stability. He also 
argued .hat the trade gives the Lao elite (which 
includes government officials) a chance to accumulate 
capital to ultimately invest in legitimate enterprises, 
thus building up Laos’ economy. But if these 
_ rationalizations -seemed weak, far less convincing was 
the generaPs assertion that, since he is in total control 
. of the trade now,’ when the time comes to ‘put an end 
to it ’he will simply put an end to it. 

Morphine Refineries 

It is unlikely that Rathkoune, one of the chief 
warlords of the opium d^fo^tj^dcigi 
trade soon. Right outside the village of Ban Houei 
Sai, hidden in the jungle, are several of his 




called “cookers”~which manufacture crude 1 
morphine (which is refined into heroin at a later 
transport point) under the supervision of professional 
pharmacists imported from Bangkok. Rathikoune 
also has “cookers” in the nearby villages of Ban 
Khwan, Phan Fhung, and Ban Khueng (the latter for. 
opium grown by the Yao. tribe.) Most of the opium' 
he procures comes from Burma in the caravans such 
Chan Chi-foo’s; the rest comes from Thailand or from 
the hill tribespeople (Meo and Yao) in the area near 
Ban Houei Sai. Rathikoune Hies the dope from the 
Ben, Houei Sai area to Luang Prabang, the Royalist 
capital, in helicopters given the. United States military 
aid program. 

Others in the Lao elite and government own 
refineries- There are cookers for heroin in Vientiane, 
two blocks from the King’s residence; near Luang 
Prabang; on Khong Island in the Mekong River on the 
Lao-Cambodian border; and one recently built by 
Kouprasith Abhay (head of the military region 
around Vientiane, but also from the powerful Abhay 
family of Khong Island) at Phou Khao Khouai, just 
north of Vientiane. Other lords of , the trade are 
Prince Boun Oum of Southern Laos, and the 
Sananikone family, called the “Rockefellers of Laos.” 
Phoui Sananikone, the clan patriarch, headed a 
U.S.-backed coup in 1959 and is presently President 
of the National Assembly. Two other Sananikones are 
deputies in the Assembly, two are generals (one is 
Chief of Staff for Rathikoune), one is Minister of 
Public Works, and a host of others are to be found at 
lower levels of the political, military and civil service 
structure. And the Sananikones’ airline, Veha Akhat, 
leases .with opium-growing tribespeople. But. the 
opium trade is polular with the rest of the elite, who ' 
rest RLG aircraft or create fly-by-night airlines (such 
■as Laos Air Charter to Lao United Airlines) to do 
their own direct dealing. 

CIA Protects Opium Traders 

Control of the opium trade has not always been in 
the hands of the Lao elite, although the U.S. has been 
at least peripherally involved in who the beneficiaries 
were .since John Foster Dulles’s famous 1954 
commitment to maintain an anti-communist Laos. 

The major source of opium in Laos has always been 
the Meo growers, who were selected by theCIA as its 
counterinsurgency bulwark against the Pathet Lao 
guerillas. The Meos* mountain bastion is Long Cheng, 
a secret base 80 miles northeast of Vientiane, built by 
the CIA during the 1962 Geneva Accords^ period. By 
1964 Long Cheng’s population was nearly 50,000,; 
comprised largely of refugees who had come to j 
escape the war and who were kept busy growing 
• poppies in the hills surrounding the base. . 

The secrecy surrounding Long Cheng has hidden 
the trade from reporters. But security has not been 
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In his first public address since 
appointment as director of the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency, Richard 
Helms had several points he wished 
to make to the American people via 
the forum provided by the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors: 


if we had never heard of the dirty 
business of spying, much less engaged 
in it. We undertake it because it is 
a very necessary business to our 
survival. 

Or, as Mr. Helms put it pithily, 
this, is a “fearsome” world, and to 


Item: ‘ We do not target on j iye j n j t we mus t know not only who 
American citizens. the tigers are, but where they lurk, 


Item: “We not only have no stake 
in policy debates but we cannot and 
must not take sides.” 

Item: “The elected officials of 
the U. S. Government watch over 
(the Central Intelligence Agency) ex- 
tensively, intensively and continu- 
ously.” 

Item: “We understand as well 
as anyone the difficulties and the 
contradictions of conducting foreign 


what lengths their fangs and claws 
are, and if they are likely to ambush 
us, to attack frontally, or merely to 
growl. 

That is why we have a CIA. We 
have it because Pearl Harbor finally 
proved to us that if we kept bungling 
the intelligence bit, we might soon 
not have a country. The fact that 

Army Intelligence didn’t let Navy In- 


intelligence operations on behalf of telligence in on what it knew in those 

a free society.” days ’ and Vlce versa > and the state 

Item: Finally, “The nation must Dspaitment didn t communicate with 

to a degree take it on faith that we a " d P er ia P s the White House 

too are honorable men devoted to her dlc n 1 hl ~ ai * l0m . ani ! one , at a 1 
service ” - brought the CIA into being by act of 

Mr.' Helms, one o£ our more im- C ° ngre f * l ? e UI * e " t J beh !, st “ 

alarmed and aroused President 

Truman. 


Helms, one of our more im- 
pressive civil servants, one reminis- 
. cent in several respects of a young 
J. Edgar Hoover striving diligently to 
: invest his sector of the Federal 
bureaucracy with a degree of excel- 
‘ lence second to none, essayed . to 
| counter what he characterized as a 
• “persistent and growing body of criti- 


It has been in business since. 

We seldom, almost never, hear of 
its successes. That is .in the nature 
of the cloak-and-dagger business. To 
publish information is to “blow the 
cover” on individuals and organisms, 
cUm'"whicli"queTuon's °the "need "and rendering them useless for the future. 

the propriety for a democratic so- *• , d0 hear o£ duds , ~ 

: ciety to have a Central Intelligence ab ° rt ' ve “ U P S a, ! d u l va , slon ? a ? d ’ J> 
i Agency ' • cidents (some of which, doubtless, 

! He recognised at the outset that lbe , c « never have heard of at 
there is extant an “inherent Ameri- 


ClA is somehow involved in the world 
drug traffic. We are not.” Ah, well, 
it was a great tale while it lasted, and 
the ramifications were endless. As 
with drugs, we daresay, so with a 
great many other issues and areas. 

Eut the CIA’s raison d’etre stems 
from stern reality, not fun and games. 
In Mr. Helms’ words, “the United 
States, as a world power, either is 
involved or may with little warning 
find itself involved in a wide range 
and variety of problems, which re- 
quire a broad and detailed base of 
foreign intelligence _ for the policy- 
makers.” Hie director emphasized 
that neither he- nor the CIA makes 
policy. The elected and appointed 
representatives of the people of the 
United States perform that task. Eut 
the CIA does gather and correlate in- 
formation — factually, objectively, 
painstakingly — on which current 
and future policy must be based. 

As Director Helms counsels, we 
must “take it on faith” that his agen- 
cy is reliable, steadfast, devoted and 
honorable. That is .difficult in a free 
society, accustomed to the exercises 
of checks and balances upon all gov- 
ernmental authority. But, whatever 
the railings against reality, we have 
mo alternative other than to trust the 
CIA* the President, the Congress and 
the Government. Our lives are liter- 
ally in their hands. 


all, but of course cannot say one way 


' can distaste for peacetime gathering 01 ^ le oth ei). 

! of intelligence.” Be that as it may, 'J e d °; “ lI,e , ne “ ssar J' aura o£ 
! we have come a long way from the “J 5 *? lllat envelopes the agency, 

f age of our innocence between World sus P ac , l A “)> and “""8 ° £ **- 

Wars l and U. The stars to our eyes m S CIA sponsorship Some ol the 

no longer twinkle as - - Wmors.ate. .outlandish 
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A rare glimpse inside this nation's most secret agency. That's v/hat the CIA 
Director provides in this defense of his organization against recurrent attacks. 
He tells v/hat the CIA does— and reassures Americans as to v/hat it does not do. 


Following are excerpts from an address by Richard Helms , 
Director of Central Intelligence, to the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors, Washington, D. C. t April 14, 1971: 

I welcome this opportunity to speak to you today about 
the place of an intelligence service in a democratic govern- 
ment. In doing so, I recognize that there is a paradox which 
I hope can be dispelled: 

On. the one hand, I can assure you that the quality of 
foreign intelligence available to the United States Govern- 
ment in 197 1 is better than it has ever been before. 

On the other hand, at a time when it seems to me to be 
self-evident that our Government must be kept fully in- 
formed on foreign ( developments, there is a persistent and 
growing body of criticism which questions the need and the 
propriety for a democratic society to have a Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. 


charter of the CIA, the unique functions of a central intelli- 
gence organization, and finally— in order to reconcile our 
security requirements with the democratic society we serve— 
the role of intelligence in policy formulation, and the con- 
trols, checks and balances under which we operate. . . . 

Our charter, the National Security Act of 1947, provides 
that in the interest of national security the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency will advise the National Security Council 
on intelligence activities of the Government, make recom- 
mendations to the National Security Council for the co-ordi- 
nation of such activities, correlate and evaluate foreign 
intelligence, perfoim additional sendees of common concern 


I am not referring to the occasional criticism of CIA's 
performance— the question of whether we gave advance warn- 
ing of this coup or that revolt, or how accurately we forecast 
the outcome of an election or a military operation. By neces- 
sity, intelligence organizations do not publish the extent of 
their knowledge, and we neither confirm nor deny challenges 
of this nature. We answer to those we serve in the Govern- 
ment. : . 

What I am referring to are the assertions that the Central 
Intelligence Agency is an “invisible government"— a law unto 
itself— engaged in provocative, covert activities repugnant 
to a democratic society and subject to no controls. 

This is an outgrowth, I suppose, of an inherent American 
distaste for the peacetime gathering of intelligence. Our mis- 
sion, in the eyes of many thoughtful Americans, may appear 
to be in conflict with some of the traditions and ideals of 
our free society. It is difficult for me to agree with this view, 
but I respect it. It is quite another matter when some of our 
critics— taking advantage of the traditional silence of those 
engaged in intelligence— say things that are either vicious or 
just plain silly. 

There is the charge, for example, that the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency is somehow involved in the world drug traffic. 
We are not. As fathers, we are concerned about the lives of 
our children and grandchildren, as are all of you. As an 
agency, in fact, we are heavily engaged in tracing the for- 
eign roots of the drug traffic for the Bureau of Narcotics 
and Dangerous Drugs, 'and -this arrant nonsense helps not at 
all. 

As a general rule we are silent, because we must maintain 
the security of our intelligence operations, but we also recog- 
nize that the people of the United States have a legitimate 
interest in every arm of their Government. There is, fortu- 
nately enough fac W H708HJ? t 

legislation, to meet tTiaFpubhc interest. 

I propose, therefore, to discuss with you the legislative 


— V/ida World Pko7o~ 

Mr. Helms to edits- re: “Statute forbids the CIA to have any 
police powers. . . . We do not target on American citizens." 


and such other functions and duties relating to intelligence 
as the National Security Council may direct. 

This latter language was designed to enable us to conduct 
such foreign activities as the National Government may find 
it convenient to assign to a “secret service/’ These activities 
have always been secondary to the production of intelligence, 
and under direct control by the executive branch. Obvious- 
ly, I cannot go into any detail with you on such matters, and 
I do not intend to. 

And may I emphasize at this point that the statute specifi- 
cally forbids the Central Intelligence Agency to have any 
police, subpoena or law-enforcement powers, or any domes-’, 
tic-security functions. I can assure you that except for tire 
normal responsibilities for protecting the physical security 
of our own personnel, our facilities and our classified infor- 
mation, we do not have any such powers and functions; we 
have never sought my; we do not exercise any. In short, we 

matters directly afFecting the security of the United 
States, the President and his National Security Council want 
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what we call “national’’ intelligence-evaluations which reflect 
the considered and agreed judgment of all of the intelligence 
components of the United States Go\ eminent. The produc- 
tion and dissemination of this national intelligence is the re- 
sponsibility and the primary function of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. We can produce these agreed evaluations, of 
course, only by consulting and co-ordinating the views of the 
entire intelligence community. 

There is nothing arcane or mysterious about this term, 
“the intelligence community.” It is simply a name for all of 
the intelligence assets at the disposal of the United States: 
the CIA, die Defense Intelligence Agency, the intelligence 
components of the various armed sendees, the National Se- 
curity Agency, the intelligence elements of the Department 
of State, and, when appropriate, those of the federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation and the Atomic Energy Commission. 
They are all represented on the United States Intelligence 
Board. This board is chaired by the Director of Central in- 
telligence, not as the head of CIA but . as the principal in- 
telligence adviser to the President and the National Security 
Council. 

The United States Intelligence Board co-ordinates the as- 
sets of the United States for foreign-intelligence collection 
and sees to it that there are neither gaps nor unnecessary 
duplication in filling the information requirements oE the 
nation s policy makers. 

Just what are these national requirements for foreign intel- 
ligence? There are the obvious ones, of course, in the era of 



Russian missiles quit Cuba. "Our files included a wealth of 
information on Soviet missiles. We knew what to look for.' 


thermonuclear deterrence: What is the scope of the stiategic 
threat to U. S. security? What are current Soviet intentions? 
.How soon will Communist China have an intcicontinental 
ballistic missile? 

Americas intelligence assets, however, do not exist solely 
because of the Soviet and Chinese threats, or against the con- 
tingency of a new global conflict. Tlie United States as a 
world power either^ is involved or may with little warning 
find itself involved in a wide range and variety of problems 
which require a broad and detailed base of foreign intelli- 
gence for the policy makers. 

What, for instance, caused the fighting between Honduras 
and El Salvador, and what can be done to ease the situation? 

What are the implications of impending British withdrawal 
from the Persian Gulf for tlve world's petroleum supplies? 

Where are the pitfalls for the United States in the con- 
frontation between black African nationalism and so-called 
white southern Africa? .. . 

A mass of detailed knowledge is required, of course, foi 
the planning of : 


that accurate intellig ice is equally essential to the planning 
and implementation c; actions taken to forestall conflict. . . . 

Certainly a po tented aggressor is deterred if he finds that 
timely intelligence Ljs enabled his prospective victim to 
take countermeasure*;. And when it comes to waging peace, 
it would be nnthinkible to conclude a stralegie-arms-limita- 
tion agreement with the Soviet Union without the means foi 
monitoring compliance. 

The potential benefits of an anus-limitation agreement 
are self-evident in terms of reduced threat, eased tension 
and economy— but only if they can be achieved without en- 
dangering national security. That, in turn, requires that the 
agreement should bt honored by each side, and the Soviets 
have traditionally rejected international on-site inspection. 
The United States, taen, can safely undertake such an agree- 
ment, however desirable, only if it has adequate intelligence 
assets to assure itself that the Soviets are living up to their 
part. ... 

Every year at budget time there is a debate -over what 
portion of our national wealth we must assign to defense 
and survival— what weapons must we buy, and how many? 

The United States and the Soviet Union each have a 
wide variety of choices among systems to be developed, 
and these choices interact. The key to choice 4 is knowledge 
—knowledge of the accuracy, reliability and numbers of 
Soviet ICBM’s, knowledge of Soviet progress in advanced 
radars for ABM's-kmwriedge, if you will, of Soviet knowl- 
edge of our own progress. 

Whatever the semantics of first strike, mutual deterrence, 
assured-destruction capability or equivalent megatonnage, 
the answers must come from an accurate measurement of 
Soviet offense again; t our defense-Soviet defense against 
our offensive capabilities. ... 

Even in this day of the information explosion, we read 
everything that conus into Washington— Department of State 
cables, Department if Defense traffic, our own reports, and 
the American and foreign information media. Then we bring 
to bear on that information every last bit of expert analysis 
at the service of the United States Government. 

From the time this agency was created, we have had to 
deal with the fact that some of our most important intelli- 
gence targets lie in totalitarian countries where collection is 
impeded hv the security defenses of a police state-for exam- 
ple, Communist China. 

In the face of such limitations, the analytical process can 
often extract meaningful conclusions from a volume of frag- 
mentary information. To do so requires ingenious minds and 
much painstaking work. ... 

The Cuban missib crisis of 1962 affords a good example of 
how this across-the-board analysis-comprehensive in its 
scope and intensive in its* concentration— serves the policy 
maker. 

In the early '60s, thousands of Cubans fled their country. 
Many brought valuable information. Many, in good faith, 
brought misinformation. Some purposefully told stories in- 
tended to provoke U. S. action against Castro. And a few; 
were Castro 's agents, planted to mislead us. 

It was obv ious it the time-from shipping intelligence 
alone— that the Soviets were engaged in a substantial mili- 
tary-aid program in Cuba, but the crucial question was 
whether there were any strategic offensive weapons on the 
island that threatened the continental United States. 

The intelligence community established a joint intenoga- 
tion center in Florida to sift and winnow and evaluate these 
thousands of report* centrally. It w ? as a mammoth undei tak- 
ing, but where possible we checked every weapon icpoit 
against U-2 photography of Cuba, and against othci intelli- 
gence sources. One report, for example, claimed theie weie 
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underground submarine pens at Malanias. Our analysts had 
the fads to disprove this, given the geological structure of 
the shoreline and the crucial inshore depths in the bay. 
Another report alleged that light bombers were being 
stored in a particular cave. We have a comprehensive speleo- 
logical survey of Cuba, which showed that this particular 
cave curved sharply a few yards inside its entrance— too 
sharply to admit a vehicle, let alone an aircraft. We also had 
the photography to show that there had been no work to 
alter the shape of that cave. 

A merchant seaman gave us a detailed description of what 
he thought might be a rounded concrete dome covering mis- 
siles— complete with range and bearing from the pier where 
his ship had docked. A map of Havana and a recent city 
directory established that it was a relatively new nvovie 
theater. 

The watch for missiles, however, was complicated by the 
fact that there were defensive surface-to-air * missiles in 
Cuba, and to the untrained observer one missile looks pretty 
much like another. 

In fact, some of these “missile”’ reports we checked turned 
out to be torpedoes, fuel tanks and even industrial pipe and 
mooring buoys. 

Our intelligence files in Washington, however— thanks to 
U-2 photography of the Soviet Union and to a number of 
well-placed and courageous Russians who helped us-includ- 
ed a wealth of information on Soviet missile systems. We bad 
deset ip t ions or photographs of the missiles, their transporters 
and other associated equipment, and characteristic sites in 
the Soviet Union. We knew what to look for. 

Guided bv this background, the interrogators were able to 
sort out from* the flood of reports the ones* which established 
the arrival of.MRHM and IRBM [medium -range and inter- 
mediate-range ballistic missile] equipment in Cuba. Wc 
were then able to locate the sites under construction by 
reconnaissance and tell President Kenned v the exact scope of 
the threat. 

Theic remained the question— for the policy makers— of 
wha.t to do. This required a determination, among other es- 
sentials, of whether the Soviets would be able to strike at 
the United States with their weapons in Cuba in the event 
of a U. S. ultimatum. 

Again, thanks to all our collection sources and to the central 
analytical process, we were able to inform the President pre- 
cisely how long it would take to make the missile sites in Cuba 
operational. The rest of the Cuban missile crisis is historv. 

On Tap: a Vast Army of Expsrts 

Tlte intelligence analysts who participate in reaching these 
conclusions, of course, run the' gamut from some who have 
just begun an intelligence career to others who have devoted 
a lifetime of study to their speciality. To strike a more typi- 
cal mean, one of the experts who enabled us to give Presi- 
dent Johnson a correct appreciation of the Middle Eastern 
situation in May, 1967— just before the start of the June war— 
nelcl a doctorate in Near Eastern studies, had lived for sev- 
euu >ears in Arab villages and at the time had spent 12 
years with CIA 

About half of our substantive analysis have graduate de- 
giees. Almost- 1 -in 3 has his doctorate. We have capabilities 
in 113 foreign languages and dialects. We can call on the ex- 
pertise of anthropologists, chemists, metallurgists, medical 
doctors, psychiatrists, botanists, geologists, engineers of every 

statisticians,. : 


estcis. Our p.oy/le have academic degrees in 293 major fields 
of special izadoit ironi accounting to zoology, , . . 

Ironically, our efforts to obtain foreign intelligence in this 
couuti > lime generated some of the more virulent criticism 
of the Centra! Intelligence Agency. Il is a fact that wo have, 
as I said, no domestic security role, but if there is a chance 
that a private- American citizen traveling abroad luis ac- 
quired foreign information that can be useful to the Ameri- 
can policy maker, we are certainly going to try to interview 
him. If there f> a competent young graduate student who is 
inteiestcd in working for the United States Government, wc 
may well try to hire him. 

The trouble is that to those who insist on seeing us as a 
pernicious ancT pervasive secret government, our words “in- 
terview” and Mure” translate into “suborn,” “subvert” and 
‘seduce”— or something worse. 

c use no compulsion. If a possible source of information 
does not want to talk to us, we go away quietly. If some 
student. groups object to our recruiting on campus, we fall 
- back to the nearest federal office building. Similarly, we 
welcome the opportunity to place research contracts with 
the universities, but, again, these are strictly voluntary. 

Whsn an Agency “Wraps Jissl/ in Secrecy”-- 

And so I come to the fundamental question of reconciling 
the security needs of an intelligence service with the basic 
principles of our democratic society. At the root of the prob- 
lem is secrecy, because it is axiomatic that an intelligence 
service— whatever type of government it serves— must wrap 
itself in as much secrecy as possible in order to operate 
effectively. .... • 

We have made it our practice not to answer criticism. 
Former Senator Saltonstall summed it up pretty well when 
he said that in an open society like ours it is impossible 
to inform the public without informing our enemies. 

I cannot, then, give you an easy answer to the objections 
raised Lv those who consider intelligence work incompatible 
with democratic principles. The nation must, to a degree, 
take it on faith tnat we, too, are honorable men devoted to- 
ner service. I can assure you that wc are, but I am precluded 
from demonstrating it to the public. 

I can assure you that what I have asked you to take on 
faith the elected officials of the United States Government 
watch over extensively, intensively and continuously. 

Starting with the executive branch, the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency operates under the constant supervision and 
direction of the National Security Council. No significant 
foreign program of any kind is undertaken without the prior 
approval of an NSC subcommittee which includes represent- 
atives of the President, the Secretary of State and the Secre- 
tary of Defense. 

* In addition, we report periodically and in detail on the 
whole range of foreign-intelligence activities to the Presi- 
dents Foreign Intelligence Advisory board, a group of men 
who have distinguished themselves in government, industry, 
education and the professions. Tin's board, originally created 
in 1956 under the chairmanship of Dr. James Kill im of 
M.I.T. has been headed by Gen. John E. Hull Mr. Clark 
Clifford, Cen. Maxwell D. Taylor, and currently bv retired 
Adm. George \Y\ Anderson. 

Our budget is gone over line for line by the Office of 
Management am! Budget-and by tbe appropriate commit- 
tees of tlie Congress as well. ... 

In short, the Centra! Intelligence Agency is not and can- 
not be its own master. It is the servant of the United States 
Government, undertaking what that Government asks it to 
do, under the directives and controls the Government has es- 
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By Benjamin Welles * 

Mr, Welies coders national security 
chairs as a correspondent in the Wash- 
ington Bureau of the New York Times . 


WASHINGTON-^ can tell when he 
walks in the door what sort cf a day it's 
been,” said his wife, Cynthia. "Some 
days, he has on what I call his 'Oriental 
look— totally inscrutable. I know better 
than to ask what’s happened. He’ll talk 
when he’s ready, not’ before, but even 
when he talks he’s terribly discreet.” 

The director of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency, Kichard Helms, appar- 
ently brings his problems home from the 
office like any other husband— at least to 
hear Cynthia Helms tell it. And these 
days Helms’ job is definitely one of the 
most problem-ridden in Washington. 

Successive budget cuts, balance-of- 
payments restrictions, burccratic rival- 
ries, and press disclosures that have 
hurt the CIA’s public image have all 
reduced its operations considerably. 
President Nixon has recently ordered a 
fiscal and management investigation 
into the intelligence "community” a 
task which may take longer and prove 
more difficult than even Nixon suspects 
because cf the capacity of -the intelli- 
gence agencies to hide in the burocratic 
thickets. 


A Mixed Blessing, Perhaps 

Both Nixon and his principal foreign 
affairs adviser, Henry Kissinger, are 
said to regard the community as a 
-mixed -blessing: intrinsically important 
to the United States but far too big and 
too prone to obscure differences of 
opinion— or, sometimes, no opinion— be- 
■ hind a screen of words.- 

Considered a cold-blooded necessity in 
the Cold War days, the agency now 
seems to many students, liberal intel- 
lectuals, and congressmen, to be un- 
democratic, conspiratorial, sinister. 

The revelations in recent years that 
have made the agency suspect include 
Its activities in Southeast Asia, the 
Congo, Guatemala, the Bay of Pigs; the 
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U-2 flights; its secret funding thru 
"front” foundations of the National . 
Student Association plus private cul- 
tural, women’s and lawyers’ groups; 
and, finally, two years ago, the Green 
Eerets affair. 

The 53-year-old Helms knows all this, 
better than most. As the first career 
intelligence officer to reach the top since 
the CIA was created in IS 17, his goal has 
been to professionalize the agency and 
restore it to respectability. One cf his 
chief preoccupations has been to erase 
the image of the director as a man who 
moves in lavish mystery. If Helms rules 
an "invisible empire,” as the CIA has 
sometimes teen called, he is a very 
visible emperor. 

Helms wears three official hats. First, 


as director cf central intelligence, he is 
the senior intelligence adviser to the 
President. and Congress. Second, he is 
the President’s representative [and 
chairman] on the United States Intelli- 
...geace. Board, a loose conglomeration of 
agencies handling high-grade intelli- 
gence and spending, between them, 
more than $4 billion yearly. Third, he 
is director of the CIA. 

In some ways, the CIA is. the tail that 
wags the intelligence deg. Under the 
National Security Act of 1947 which 
created it, the CIA alone carries cut 
services "common” to the other intelli- 
gence agencies. 

This is its charter for such "black 
tricks” as the National Security Council 
may order it to perform, from bugging 
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his lethal powder— the “white death”— has spread to all levels of American society, with the syringe becoming 
3 'niuch a pari of- suburbia- as the Saturday afternoon barbecue. There are half a million addicts walking 
ic Streets right now. They will spend $15 million today feeding their habit. They’ll get more than half this money, 
cm crimes they'll commit in the big cities. One of every four of these addicts is a teenager, and for the 18-35 
ge group, heroin overdoses have become a major cause of death. 

his is terrifying. But it isn’t news. Every time you turn on the TV or pick up the newspaper you hear about heroin, 
enators rise regularly to read grim statistics into the Congressional Record. President Nixon himself has 
ooken somberly about the way heroin is stalking our streets with “pandemic virulence.’’ 

ut all this talk isn’t going to’ change things. Neither is sending Henry Kissinger to Turkey to see what can be done 
bout the Middle East opium field. And the President probably knows it. The heroin problem is going to get 
■arse, with more young people becoming addicted and dying, until the U.S. gets out of Southeast Asia. Heroin and 
ie War are connected with a horrible symbiosis. , 

i its May issue, Ramparts magazine tells the shocking story of the New Opium War: 

© how clandestine CIA involvement in the parapolitics of Southeast Asia has allowed this area to produce . 
80% of the world’s opium, replacing the Middle East as the major source 'of heroin, 

© how a U.S. -sponsored network of anti-communists— Meo tribesmen in Laos, nationalist Chinese guerrillas 
and Burmese border police— participate in the opium harvest, in its processing into heroin and transportation- 
to checkpoints throughout Indochina and finally to the U.S. 

© how the major figures in South Vietnam’s government— from Diem and Madame Nhu in the past to 
Nguyen Cao Ky today— have profited from the heroin traffic with tacit American support. 

© how Saigon has become a major stop along this new heroin route, with up to 20% of some American 
G! platoons coming home addicts and at least one soldier a day dying from overdoses. 

The Mew Opium War” is another example of how the war comes home, wrapped in lies and distortions and 
ringing chaos with it. It is also'another page in Ramparts coverage of the ever-deepening U.S. involvement in 
outheast Asia. We began in 1968 (before opposition to the war v/as fashionable) with the expose of the joint 
fforts of Michigan State University and the CIA to set up the Diem regime. We will continue until the killing is over. 

i 
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“Chicago 7” Veterans Ready 
■ Radio Series for Hanoi 

'“Chicago 7” member Rennie Davis, a leading 
figure in the upcoming pro-Hanoi demonstrations in 
the Nation’s Capital, is supporting a new anti- 
American project. The pro-Communist revolutionary 
has joined with Abbie Hoffman, another “Chicago 
/ 7” member, and others to form radio WPAX in 
v New York. The group is preparing a series of pro- 
grams for use by Radio Hanoi as an “alternative to 
the programming of the Armed Forces Network.” 

Davis and his gang have already delivered four- 
and-a-half hours of taped music and commentary 
to the North Vietnamese delegation to the Paris 
peace talks. The programs are scheduled to be 

♦ broadcast in half-hour segments from Hanoi 
three times daily. 

In a letter to persons considered sympathetic to 
WPAX, Hoffman said “the Armed Forces Network 
is the voice of the Pentagon. In addition to censored 
news, any music with references to peace, black 
liberation* alternative culture or other controversial 
materia! is also banned.” 

“We have an obligation to fill this void," the letter 
continued, “and assure that GIs have the opportu- 
nity to hear another* opinion and have the proper 
perspective.” 

WPAX will also have an advisory pane! of some 
/ 50 persons, including Dwight McDonald, literary 
+/ critic and staff writer for the New Yorker. Mc- 
Donald, who teaches English at the University of 
Massachusetts, told the Washington Evening Star — 
which initially published the WPAX story that he 
was “definitely" a member of the panel. 

According to John Giorno, a leader of WPAX, 
the North Vietnamese approved the idea of the broad- 
casts' several months ago, after which WPAX was 
organized to produce the programs. “They totally 
dug it,” Giorno said. “We got together the first pro- 
grams and Abbie flew over with them. He arrived 
back March 24 and said we can do anything we want 
to, as much as we want.” 

Giorno said in the first program, the “People’s 
Peace Treaty” — a “treaty” that calls for the U.S. 
to capitulate to Hanoi— was read and that Viet Nam 
veterans signed it. That show was followed by Allen 
Ginsberg’s poetry. Giorno stressed Ginsberg’s poetry 
consisted of his contention that the CIA sponsored 
much of the opium traffic out of Laos as a means of 
controlling certain segments of the American popula- 
tion. 


in the United States, legal advice for GIs, black 
news and ex-GIs discussing the Army. Giorno main- 
tains that Hanoi will broadcast the programs in 
both AM and shortwave and will cable the WPAX 
group when the shows start running. 

At WPAX meetings, notes the Star reporter, 
there is discussion of the Federal Treason Act and 
the Trading With the Enemy Act, but the group feels 
it can elude these laws since WPAX interprets them 
to apply only to “declared wars.” 

“The way we’ve set up WPAX,” Giorno says, 
“if they go after us for treason, they’re going to 
have to do it on the grounds of free speech. If 
they go after us it will be a bigger trial than the 
[Chicago 7] conspiracy trial.” 

An atmosphere of intrigue at these meetings is 
created by such legal speculation and'by the level of 
contact with the Communists. The pro-Hanoi revo- 
lutionaries say their latest talks have been with Mrs. 
Nguyen Thi Binh, head of the Viet Cong delegation 
in Paris, who is their principal contact. 

Giorno commented that some unnamed American 
radio stations have expressed interest in broadcast- 
ing the shows and the group hopes that the shows 
“will eventually be able to reach all of the three 
million members of the armed forces.” 

Something akin to treason is, of course, afoot, 
and one wonders what Robert Mardian, head of the 
Internal Security division in the Justice Department, 
plans to do about it — if anything. Mardian, it is 
recalled, did virtually nothing to prevent revolu- 
tionary groups from using HEW facilities when he 
served as its general counsel. 


/ 


Other programs include such subjects as Women’s 
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Any public official who can serve 
as the director of a government 
agency for five years — and keep 
his mouth shut, is deserving of a 
meritorious award. But Richard 
</ Helms, head of the Central 
Intelligence Agency deserves an 
award not only for minding his own 
business — our international securi- 
ty — but for doing it in the face 
of mountainous vilification from all 
about him. 

Last week he talked to a con- 
vention of newspaper editors in 
Washington, D. C., his first public 
speech since 1936 when he became 
head of CIA. He made some very 
potent’pbihfs.' His address drew lit- 
tle notice, nor many headlines. But 
What he .said has meaning for the 
frightened folk who insist that their 
conversations are bugged, their 
telephones tapped, their privacy in- 
vaded. In fact, the CIA “dees not 
target on American citizens,” Helms 
asserted. 

Helms said the CIA is not an “in- 
• visible government.” It is not “in- 
’ volved in world drug traffic.” 

International espionage is a fact 
of international life. It must be so 
■'long as there are enemies. For in- 
stance, Helms said that it would 


be “unthinkable” to conclude a ' 
strategic arms limitation agreement 
with the Soviet Union “without the 
means for monitoring compliance.” 

The United States “must have the 
means of detecting new 1 
developments which might convert 1 
one of the regular Soviet aitv_ 
defense missile systems _ into an ’ 
ABM network,” Helms said. 

“We make no foreign policy,” he • . 
said. “The nation must to a degree 
take it on faith that we too are 
honorable men devoted to her 
service. I can assure you that we 
are but I am precluded from 
demonstrating it to the public,” he 
added. 

“We not only have no stake in 
policy debates” within the ad- 
ministration “but we cannot and 
must not take sides. The role of 
intelligence in policy formulation is 
limited to providing facts — the 
agreed facts — and the whole 
known range of facts — relevant • 
to the problem under con-, 
sideration.”- : 

\ The faint hearts, the guilt-torn ’ 
cannot see the world as it is. And 
as it. is, national survival depends ; 
on accurate intelligence informa- ' 
tion. . , 
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by Frank Browning and Banning Garrett 

( Editor's note: The following article has been 
■made available to subscribers of College Press 
Service prior to its release nationally because 
of CPS’s involvement in the story’s inception. 

Sandwiched between the president’s State 
of the r Vorld message, in which he announced 
an all-out campaign to halt the world’s opium 
traffic, the Laotian invasion, and this spring’s 
growing anti-war protests, the story is an 
explosive one. Sen. George McGovern and 
Rep. Ronald Dellums are both pressing for 
hearings in Congress on the U.S. government’s 
complicity with world opium trade, and 
details on these and other subsequent 
developments will follow in other stones.) 

“Mr.- President, the specter of heroin 
addiction is haunting nearly every community, 
in this nation.” With these urgent words, 
Senator Vance Hartke spoke up on March 2 in 
support of a resolution on drug control being 
considered in the U.S. Senate. Estimating that 
there are 500,000 heroin addicts in the U.S., 
he pointed out that nearly 20 per cent of 
them are teenagers. The concern of Hartke 
and others is not misplaced. Heroin has 
become the major killer of young people 
between 18 and 35, outpacing death from 
accidents, suicides or cancer. It has also 
become a major cause of crime: to sustain 
their habits, addicts in the U.S. spend more 
than S 1 5 million a day, half of it coming from . 
the 55 per cent of crime in the cities which 
they commit and the annual $2.5 billion 
worth of goods they steal. 

Once, safely isolated as part of the 
destructive funkiness of the black ghetto, 
heroin has suddenly spread out into Middle 
America, becoming as much a part of 
suburbia as the 


gained it the attention it otherwise never 
would have had. President Nixon himself says 
it is spreading with “pandemic virulence.” 
People are becoming aware that teenagers are 
shooting up at lunchtime in schools, and 
returning to classrooms to nod the day away. 
But what they don’t know--and what no one 
is telling them--is that neither the volcanic 
erruption of addiction in this country nor the 
crimes it causes would be possible without the 
age-old international trade in opium (from 
which heroin js derived), or that heroin 
addiction-like inflation, unemployment, and 
most of the other chaotic forces in American 
society today-is directly related to the U.S. 
war in Indochina. 

The connection between war and opium in 
Asia is as old as empire itself. But the 
relationship has never been so symbiotic, so 
intricate in its networks and so vast in its 
implications. Never before has the trail of 
tragedy been so clearly marked as in the 
present phase of U.S. involvement in 
Southeast Asia. For the international traffic 
in opium has expanded in lockstep with the 
expanding U.S. military presence there, just as 
heroin has stalked the same young people in 
U.S. high schools who will also be called on to 
fight that war. The ironies that have 
accompanied the war in Vietnam since its 
onset are more poignant than before. At the 
very moment that public officials are wringing 
their hands over the heroin problem, 
Washington’s own Cold War crusade, replete 
with clandestine activities that would seem 
far-fetched even in a spy novel, continues to 
play a major role in a process that has already 
rerouted the opium traffic from the Middle 
East to Southeast Asia and is every day 

siwiits:,:; 
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For the first time, the director of the 
' Central Intelligence, Agency has made 
. a public speech about this most secret 
government operation. In telling of the 
v ‘ work of his operatives, Richard Helms 
/ noted that other countries are even , 
'• fh'oYe TecVet about gathering inlel- 
; ligence — what the man on the street 
calls spying. In Great Britain, for, 
% qygifi gle. it is not even public knov/1-' 
‘ edge who is in charge of such activity. 

When he had, finished his talk to the 
American Society of Newspaper Edi- 
tors, "Helms had uncovered only the 
' top of the CIA iceberg. He gave an 
inkling of the enormous store of infor- 
■ mation in its books and files' and 
photos (some from U-2s). But of sinis- 
■ ter activities obviously no word. 

In the James Bond world ofinter- 
national spying many things obviously 
; are"done that no nation dedicated to 
' righteous and ethical practices could 
\ own. up to. One charge Helms did deny 
* — * that the CIA is somehow involved in 
/.tbe vyodd^dcug traffic. Helm’s speech 
to the editors was intended to dispel 



such suspicions and his appearance 
'did much to explain why he has been 
enjoying a greater confidence in his 
integrity, honesty and judgment on 
Capitol Hill. ' 

He insisted that the CIA has no pol- 
icy axes to grind, that it merely digs 
up information for the policy-makers 
to act on.' And, he said, “We do not 
target on American citizens.” He 
might have added, but did not, "unlike 
the FBI and the Army.” In the end, 
however, Helms conceded that the 
American public must take his word 
for it that his agents do not overstep 
the boundaries of morality. 

“The nation must to a degree,” he 
said, "take it on faith that we too are 
honorable men devoted to. her (Amer- 
ica’s) service.” ' • 

It’s frustrating in a government of, 
by and for the people to be asked to 
take anything on faith. But Helms’ as- 
surances are better than none and he 
himself appears to be the kind of offi- 
•• cial Washington, particularly agencies 
like the FBI, could use more of. • • < - 
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^ For all his reputation as the Na- 
tion's Chief espionage agent, Richard 
McGarrah Heims, of St. Davids, Pa., 
would cut a poor figure in a spy thriller. 

No flair for the dramatic, just a 
quiet-spoken man in a dark gray busi- 
ness suit, to match the federal agency 
he has headed the last five years — the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

In his first public address as dA di- 
rector, Mr. Helms also showed himself 
recently to be a man with* a passion for 
logic and precision, in articulating ideas 
&nd in making distinctions. 

His topic was spying itself, its role in 
a “fearsome” world. Spying was not, 
said Mr. Helms, an optional activity, to 
be curtailed or abandoned, under pres- 
sure of critics who take advantage of 
. the CIA's “traditional” silence to make 
^Vicious and just plain silly charges . . 
w^fn the last violence-ridden quarter of 
Jhe 20th Century, Mr. Helms asserted, it 


was an absolute necessity — despite the 
fact that theCLVs mission, to help keep 
the President informed of international 
developments, may “appear in conflict 
with some of the traditions and ideals 
of our society , . , , 

The problem posed, by the CIA was 
not eliminating it but “to adapt intelli- 
gence work to American society.” And in 
this, Mr. Helms said, the American 
public would have to accept, “on faith,” 
that he and his CIA associates are “hon- 
orable men,” devoted to the nation's 
service and subject to intense scrutiny 
by the elected leaders of the Federal 
Government. 

It was a persuasive argument Mr. 
Helms outlined for the American Soci- 
ety of Newspaper Editors meeting in. 
Washington, D.C, And, granted the in- 
tense scrutiny Mr. Helms cites, it is an 
argument the public is disposed to accept. 
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LAOS: ANATOMY OF AN 
AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT 

By Roland A . Paul 

V/v/ T osif{cnt Konno<, y t0 ©Rice in 1961, he was staitlc;! to 
V V ‘earn that almost 700 American soldiers, more than half of ,v!iom 
were members ol the Special Forces, w.-co 'in Laos, while about 500 Soviet 
troops were there providing logistics support to the local communist forces, 
tne * atnut Nao and their North Vietnamese allies. 

Fearing the possibtc consequences of such a confrontation and considering 
i i.n i icaa m.cicsts in Laos to be small, President Kennedy sought to dis- 
engage. ,\ ego turnons ensued at Vienna, at Geneva; in Laos and elsewhere. 
1 no res; at was tae ambiguous compromise set forth in rather' unambiguous 

‘CfA 7 n tn ° Dc . cIarati , on 011 tIlc Neutrality of Laos ami the Protocol to 
tmu Uecuiraiion, signed ny 13 c< mmunist and non-communist countries in 
Jmy 1962, commonly known as the Geneva Accords of 1962. 

Under die mantle of this agreement, the Laotians themselves established 
a tripartite government composed of right-wing royalist elements under 
wen era. 1 aoumi Nosavan, neutralist elements under Prince Souvanna 
laouma ami communist elements whose nominal leader was Prince Sou- 
pnanouvong (Souvanna Phouma’s half, brother). The balance of power in 
rue government was given to the neutralists, and their leader Souvanna 
i ninima in came Prime Minister, a post he holds today. 

ine Geneva Accords, themselves required Laos to disassociate herself 
mom ml military alliances, including SEATO, prohibited the introduction of 
mu-ig;, imluiu v personnel and civilians performing quasi-military functions 
t except .or .1 ’so u. rionch iraming mission), precluded the establishment 
,f l0,vi * :n •"/ »»st:d!ari<>"s in Laos and forbade the use of Laotian 
tern: >ry tr.;-mr--‘*n'e with the internal affairs of another country. Pursuant 
to tee, agreermu,' to-. Americans and Soviqts withdrew their military per- 
somiek ine North Vie nmese, however,' faijed to withdraw most of their 
6,OJ0-r. fan lorce that ", then in Laos. 

\ AN’ 0 p’; el( -; ss ’ 4 rejativs. peace settled over this somnolent “Land of the 
Aluhon cdepnanM tor awcut one year, to he shattered in 1963 by an ex- 
charge Oi assassinations. The non-communist officer Colonel Ketsnna was 
muruereu a;,, shortly thereafter the pro-Chinese Foreign Minister Guinim 
Mtolsema v.a.. Killed. These sparked a renewal of the fighting in Laos, 
whicn has raged ever since. 

To unuerstand 1 the nature of the hostilities in Laos, one must bear three 
m mmo. First is the face tnat the Laotians are a very peaceful, in 
A)"? 12 . C “ S0S ihdoient, people. Accordingly, they generally make poor soldiers. 

1 ms is true whether they march, or walk, under the red flag of communism 
or the wmto elephant and parasol emblem of the neutralist government. 
Ihey are no match for the well-trained soldiers of North Vietnam. Until 
recently, aig .was evidenced all too frequently by the flight of government 

,1 A ['.’A ' 1 " tltcy were facing an opposing force composed of 

•North V.et ... .; .ve. 

t-m.lYT 15 CXCe f ion t0 tbis behav ior, however. The 250-300,000 Meo 

m ,n ^ ( ° nc , kn r s prcc,seiy how man F are) and Ihe other 

“ ‘ ^ Ion£a onard tribes come from different stock and have been hardened 

by centuries of nomadic life, slash-and-burn farming nrincioallv 
poppies, ano. oppression at the hands of their neighbors hisforlr-,!! ? 1 
^^•A^^^lM^iuIiupported by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. - Pdchartf 
Helms had not made a public speech 
in five years. By all things right he 
should have been "... 

nervous, c d.gy, : ' ‘^y .1 

itchy. For he had • : y 

to defend liis or- 
ganisation, the’ ; 

Central '* ... U 

genco A^Jncyroe^ xv| 

lore r-enr-of the 
toughest audi- 
ences in the coun- ] 

try, the American d ] 

Society of News- . , | 

paper Editors. N JS. J 

Helms came to the podium assured, 
’quiet, reserved and totally competent 
to discuss the philosophy behind the 
spy system he runs. 

First, ho looks like a spy --spare 
figure, dark blue suit, quiet striped tic, 
white, shirt, graying hair combed 
. straight back. Second, he speaks like a 
spy, restrained and understated. 

His agency has been under sharp 
■ attack. It has not defended itself pub- 
licly. It has felt that it must not blow 
either its cover or its cool. Now, how- 
ever,. it, is clear that the CIA is begin- 
ning to feel it must defend Itself in an 
overheated situation. 


For example, the CIA had a report 
■ that Cuba was storing fighter planes in 
a large cave. Helms* agency was able 
to discount the report because speluuk- 
ers knew there is a very sharp turn 
several yards inside the cave which 
would make it impossible to store any 
vehicle there. 

Basically, though, Helms came to 
maintain that his agenev must be in an 
objective, credible position. It will not 
v/erk if he or his agency take sides in 
strategy decisions. “It we did,” he 
. said, “the ofticiais involved would sus- 
pect that we stacked the evidence,” to 
bolster Holms’ own position. 

■ “We muse have credibility. . . an 
intelligence organization without cr<;di- 
; of no use,” ne added. 


So in its zeal to protect its credibil- 
ity with the elected officials, the CIA 
may have let down its defenses with 
the public at large. There is wide 
spread, and growing, public criticism 
of the agency. 

In Ins understated way, Helms con- 
ceded that his agents sometimes 
“chafe” under this criticism. Yet he 
must continue to. coordinate the data 
from the entire intelligence commu- 
nity — the CIA, National Security 
Agency, State Department, military 
intelligence units, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion and others. 

So now he had come to declare the 
agency’s worth — not beg for indul- 
gence. He had come to say that his as- 
sociates are dedicated, orofessional — 
and human. He had decided to drop 
the cloak long enough to explain thaV 
even in England the identity of the se- 
curity agency’s director was a state, 
secret. 

Helms has his hands M trying to 
convince the public Ills agency Is not a 
shadow government. But he convinced 
me. This is a firm resolve not to make 
fun of the CIA next time it tries to 
assemble data to save my neck. 


■ -clous, and some just silly” he said. 

One silly illustration: The charge that 
CIA is deeply involved in the world 
drug traffic. “We are not,” he. de- 
' dared. 

A more difficult question is whether 
. the -CIA is spying on its own consti- 
■tucncy or requiring Americans to act 
. as spies for it. “We do not target on 
American citizens,” Helms said.' 

-Rather, he insisted that the intelli- 
gence organization is involved in the 
■ massive collection of sometimes mis- 
cellaneous in forma tio 11— the depth of 
the ocean alongside the dock in Soma- 
liland, the sharp turns in caves in 
’'Cuba— which can be pieced together 
to mean something in the long run. 
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Taking the CIA on Faith 


• Welcome indeed are CIA director Pilchard 
Helms' assurances that the quality of his agency's 
work “is better than it has ever been before,” 
that “we do not target on American citizens,” 
that “we not only have no stake in policy debates 
but we cannot and must not take sides,” that 
“the elected officials of the U.S. Government watch 
over (CIA) extensively, intensively and continu- 
ously,” and that “we understand as- well as any- 
one the difficulties and the contradictions of con- 
ducting foreign intelligence operations on behalf 
of a free society.” Whether his assurances are 
based on fact or feather-fluffing is, of course, 
another matter, and one which he conceded the 
public cannot judge. “The nation must to a degree 
take it on faith ” he told the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors, “that we too are honorable 
men devoted to her service.” 

In all due respect to Mr. Helms,’ no one ques- 
tions his honor or devotion, or that of his agency’s 
; staff. Moreover, on the basis of what little in- 
dependent knowledge is available to us, we sus- 
pect that the high marks Mr. Helms gave the 
CIA are generally quite deserved. But that is not 
the point. The point is that the public has no 
firm or reliable basis on which to make any satis- 
factory judgment of the CIA at all. It is a secret 
agency. Mr. Helms is surely aware of the irony 
implicit in his plea that the nation accept on faith 
the CIA’s devotion to democracy.: For it is the 
essence of a democracy that matters of public 
policy be examined in public, not taken on faith. 

Take, for instance, the one specific charge that 
Mr. Helms defended the agency against in his 
ASNE speech — that “the CIA is somehow involved 


in the world drug traffic.” He said: “We are not.” 
But does the CIA have connections with others 
involved in drug traffic? If it does, would it not 
have double . reason — the dirtiness of drugs and 
the protection of a particular intelligence opera- 
tion — to deny the charge? For that matter, would 
a CIA confession have any more objective validity 
than a CIA denial? 

The core of the matter lies, we believe, in Mr. 
Helms’ observation that “the United States, as a 
world power, either is involved or may with little 
warning find itself involved in a wide range and 
variety of problems which require a broad and 
detailed base of foreign intelligence for the policy 
makers.” As a general proposition, this is unas- 
sailable: nobody in his right mind would contend 
the United States does not need to collect foreign 
intelligence. In the specific application, however, 
questions arise: How much intelligence is enough? 
Does an able and ambitious intelligence agency’s 
anticipation of contingencies in a given place or 
situation induce policy makers to posit an Ameri- 
can interest there? Does the CIA’s perception of 
the world as “fearsome,” in Mr. Helms’ word, af- 
fect its judgment of what contingencies it ought 
to prepare for and of what information it ought to 
pass on to the President? 

To be sure, it is no more reasonable to expect 
the director of Central Intelligence to question 
publicly the premises of American global policy 
than to expect him to denounce the CIA as in- 
competent, imperial • and anti-democratic. It is 
always going to be unsettling in our society, none- 
theless, to be asked to take the CIA — or any other 
agency or operation of government — on nothing- 
more than faith. 
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Keep ihe Cloak: 

who make their living beard- 
. ing the government, find that one of 
their greatest advantages is the un- 
ending list of (argots available to. 
them. And because they never, regard 
any response to their accusations as 
satisfactory, the bureaucracy-baiters 
revel in a self-perpetuating business. 
President Nixon surely knows this 
fact of political life, but occasionally 
he makes one doubt. 

_ .The other day Mr. Nixon allowed 
Ftichard Helms, the director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, to speak 
before the American Society of News- 
paper Editors. Given that Helms never 
has made a similar address in his 
. live years as director of the CIA, it 
was apparent that Mfr-NttrOTTratlrcr 
than Helms, wanted to bring a few 
things out from the shadows as a 
counter to ever-mounting criticism. 
-So Helms dutifully told the editors 
—and by extension, the American ' 
people that the CIA really isn’t fil- 
led with bogeymen,, but rather with 
honorable men seeking to aid the na- 

!i° n L defense ' Helms explained that 
the CIA has neither the power nor 
thq inclination to use police-state tac- 
tics, and that the Agency is closely 
monitored by high-ranking govern- 
ment officials who insure that it can’t 
get out of hand. 

®uch was the tenor of Helms’ 
speech, and a reasonable man would 
be hard-pressed to argue with it. Un- 
Joitunately, that is the point: Reason- 


able men realize that the CIA is noC 
about to turn into Nixon’s Gestapo; 
■unreasonable men believe the CIA is 
incapable of becoming anything else. 
Helms therefore made a speech that 
probably changed no minds, but in- 
stead brought the CIA what it needs 
least — attention. 

Mr. Nixon thus handed the anti- 
CIA (and anti-Administration) forces 
more fodder for their verbal cannon. 
Now attacks on the CIA were inevit- 
able, of course. But there is no reason 
why Mr. Nixon should have encourag- 
ed them. It would have been far bet- 
ter to let Helms keep wearing the 
same cloak of near-anonymity he don- 
ned five years ago. 
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Helms liacl not made a public speech 
in five years. By all things right he 
should have been ■ j • 

nervous, edgy, 

itchy. For he had V: 

to defend his or- | 

'• ganization, the / 

Central Intelli- ; 
gence Agency, be- 

; fore one of the A 

toughest a u d i- 

ences in the coun- j 

try, the American j 

"Society of News- j 

paper Editors. . ... . . i J 

Helms came to the podium assured, 
quiet, reserved and totally competent 
to discuss the philosophy behind the 
spy system he runs. 

First, he looks like a spy — spare 
figure, dark blue suit, quiet striped tic, 
Avhite shirt, graying hair combed 
^ straight back. Second, he speaks like a 
. spy, restrained and understated. 

His agency has been under sharp 
attack. It has not defended itself pub- 
licly. It has felt that it must not blow 
either its cover or its cool. Nov/, how- 
ever, it is clear that the CIA is begin- 
ning to feel it must defend itself in an 
overheated situation. 

e 


Basically/ though, Helms came to 
maintain that his agency must be in an 
objective, credible position. It will not 
work if he or his agency take sides in 
strategy decisions. “If we did/* he 
said, “the officials involved would sus- 
pect that we stacked the evidence,” to 
bolster Helms' own position. 


“We must have credibility. . . an 
intelligence organization without credi- 
bility is of no use,* 1 he added. 


o 


So in its zeal to protect its credibil- 
ity with the elected officials, the CIA 
may have let down its defenses with 
the public at large. There is wide 
spread, and growing, public criticism 
of the agency. 

In his understated way, Helms con- 
ceded that his agents sometimes 
“chafe” under this criticism. Yet he 
must continue to coordinate the data 
from the entire intelligence commu- 
nity — the CIA, National Security 
Agency, State Department, military 
intelligence units, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion and others. 


So now he had come to declare the 
agency's worth — not bog for indul- 
gence. He had come to say that his as- 
sociates are dedicated, professional — 
and human. He had decided to drop 
the cloak long enough to explain that 
even in England the identity of the se- 
curity agency's director was a state 
secret. 

Helms has his hands full trying to 
convince the public his agency is not a 
- shadow' government. But he convinced 
me. This is a firm resolve not to make 
fun of the CIA next time it tries to 
assemble data to save my neck. 


Some of the criticism has been “vi- 
cious, and some just silly” he said. 
One silly illustration: The charge that / 
CIA 'is deeply involved in the world 
dryg traffic. “We are net,” he de- 
clared. 


A more difficult question is whether 
•the CIA is spying on its own consti- 
tuency or requiring Americans to act 
as spies for it. “We do not target on 
American citizens,” Helms said. 

Ra&r, he insisted that the intelli- 
gence 'organization is involved in the 
massive collection of sometimes mis- 
cellaneous information— the depth of 
* the ocean alongside the dock in Soma- 
liland, the sharp turns in caves in 
Cuba— which can be pieced together 
to ..mean something in the long run. 

For example, the CIA had a report 
that Cuba was storing fighter planes in 
a large cave. Helms' agency was able 
to discount the report because spelunk- 
ers .knew there is a very sharp turn 
several yards inside the cave which 
would make it impossible to store any , 
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CIA footnotes 


In his first public address since he became 
director of the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) five years ago, Richard Helms defended 
his organization before a luncheon meeting of 
newspaper editors Wednesday, and saici that 
the CIA is necessary for the survival of a 
democratic society. He asked the country “to 
take it on faith that we, too, are honorable men 
devoted to her service.” 

Helms did not attempt to clarify any foun- 
dation for that faith, although he did note that 
CIA intelligence played an important part in 
determining the American success in the 1932 
Cuban missile crisis (thanks to “a number of 
well-placed and courageous Russians who 
helped us”). 

Elsewhere in Washington on the same day, 

' Sen. George McGovern asked ’Helms to com- 
“‘rfilnt on published reports that South Viet- 
namese Vice-President Nguyen Cao Ky may be 
involved in the opium trade in Southeast Asia. 

He cited a recent article in Ramparts magazine v/ 
implicating the CIA in an international opium 
business. The Ramparts article contended that 
opium production and distribution in the Fertile 
Triangle region of Burma, Northern Thailand, 
and Laos is conducted with the knowledge of the 
CIA, and that CIA operations there actually 
serve to protect opium supplies and facilitate 
their movement. 

Helms did not comment on the allegations; 
apparently an admonition from the director 
every five years that Americans must accept 
the CIA “on faith” should be sufficient. 

There might be more to it: that Helms should 
offer a footnote to American diplomatic history 
almys'f Urn year.- after r cident happened 
suggests a possible precedent. Perhaps, in 
another five years or so, the CIA director will 
emerge from his office once more, and renew 
his request for an extension of public faith in his 
agency. And then he might add another footnote 
about how the CIA almost won that Vietnam 
War all by itself. 
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■ Chicago Sun times 

WASHINGTON — The Central 
Intelligence Agency says it has 
penetrated the Soviet government 
with a “number of weli-placed” 
Russian spies. 

Richard M. Helms, in his first 
public speech in five years as 
director of the CIA, Wednesday 
cited the spies’ key role in the 1962 
Cuban missile crisis and implied 
that some of them are still 
operating in the Soviet Union. 

By surfacing the claim at this 
time, Helms apparently sought to 
serve notice to The Kremlin that 
the United States has secret ways 
of checking on its good faith in 
current negotiations on strategic 
weapons, the Middle East and 
other critical issues. 


HELMS SAID THE CIA was 
able to detect Russian missiles in 
Cuba in 1962 “thanks to U-2 
photography of the Soviet Union 
and to a number of well-placed 
and courageous Russians” who 
provided crucial details on Soviet 
missile systems. 

Helms was asked later if he was 
■referring to Col. Oleg V. 
Penkovsky, the Soviet military , 
intelligence official who served as < 
■a double agent for both the CIA 
-&nd British intelligence. Helms 
^replied that his remarks covered 
JPenkovsky and “others.” 

F Penkovsky was arrested Oct, 22, 
11962, at the height of the Cuban 
missile crisis, and executed May 
16, 1963. But the Soviet 

government has made no public 
! mention of additional spies in the 
case. 

helms* speech thus left, the 


implication that “other” CIAj 
agents remain in place inside the ; 
Soviet Union, 

Helms obtained clearance from 
President Nixon before accepting 
the invitation to speak before the 
annual convention of the 
American Society of .Newspaper 
| Editors. 

Herbert G. Klein, the 
i p r e s i dent’s communications 
I director, saw nothing unusual in 
' the CIA making a public defense 
of its operations at this time. 

But Helms’ speech created a 
considerable stir in view of th* 
current clamor over Army and 
FBI “syping” on civilians. Hs 
went to great lengths to insist that 
the CIA has “no domestic security 
role.” 

“We do not target on American 
citizens, 1 * he said. 


facilitates the movement of opium 
out of Southeast Asia. t 

Helms conceded, on the other 
hand: “Our mission, in the. eyes 
of many thoughtful Americans, 
may appear to be in conflict with 
some of the traditions and ideals 
of a free society . . • assertions 
that the Central Intelligence 
Agency is an ‘invisible 
government’ — a law unto itself, 
.engaged in provocative covert 
! activities repugnant to a 
I democratic society and subject to 
ii no controls . ♦ . 

! “It is difficult for me to agree 
iwith this view, but I respect it* - 


HE DENIED AS “vicious” a 
charge that the CIA is involved irj 
the world drug traffic. Ser^ 
George McGovern, D - S . C . j 
demanded Wednesday that the CIA 
and the State Department 
investigate allegations b\^ 
Ramparts magazine that the CLJ 
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CIA director tells 
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CIA director Richard Holms 
addresses annual conven- 
tion of the American Soc- 
iety of Newspaper Editors 
in Washington. (AP.) 


"By Thomas B. Ross 

Sun-Times Bureau 
WASHINGTON — The Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency stated 
Wednesday that it has pene- 
trated the Soviet government 
with a ‘'number of well- 
placed” Russian spies. 

Richard M. Helms, in his 
i first public speech in five 
! years as director of the CIA, 

! cited the spies' key role in the 
■ 1962 Cuban missile crisis and 
; implied that some of them are 
| still operating in the Soviet 
I Union. 

By surfacing the statement 
at this time, Helms apparently 
sought to serve notice to the 
Kremlin that the United States 
has secret ways of checking on 
Soviet good faith in current ne- 
gotiations on strategic wea- 
pons, the Middle East and 
other critical issues, 
j. Speaking to the American 
i Society of Newspaper Editors, 

Helms said the CIA was able 
■ to detect Russian missiles in 
, Cuba in 1962 ‘‘thanks to U-2 
! photography of the Soviet, 
j Union and to a number of well- 
| placed and courageous Rus- 
! s t a as” who provided crucial 
j details on Soviet missile sys- 
i terns. 

| Refers to Penkovsky? 
j Helms was asked later if he 
i was referring to Col. Oleg V. 

| Penkovsky, the Soviet military 
intelligence official, who 
; served as a double agent for 
both the CIA and British In- 
I telligence. Helms replied that 
i his remarks covered Pen- 
i kovsky and “others.” 

Penkovsky was arrested Oct. 

22, 1962, at the height of the 
Cuban missile crisis, and exe- . 

I cuted May 16, 1963. But the So- 
viet government' has made no 
public mention of additional 
spies in the case. 

Helms’ speech thus left the 

i implication that “otiAppiQJfred For Release 2001/08/07 

i agents remain in place inside 


the Soviet Union. 

Helms obtained clearance 
from President Nixon before 
accepting the invitation to 
speak before the annual con- 
vention of ASNE. 

Herbert G. Klein, the Presi- 
dent’s communications direc- 
tor, saw nothing unusual in the 
CIA making a public defense 
of its operations at this time. 

Don’t target on Americans 

But Helms’ speech created a 
considerable stir in view of the 
current clamor over Army and 
FBI “spying” on civilians. 
Helms went to great lengths to 
insist that the CIA has “no do- 
mestic security role.” 


“We do not. target on Ameri- 
can citizens,” he said. 

■ Helms acknowledged that 
the CIA collects “foreign in- 
telligence in this country” by 
tapping university experts and 
interviewing persons who trav- 
el to Communist countries. 

“The trouble,” he lamented, 
“is that to those who insist on 
seeing us as a pernicious and 
pervasive secret government, 
our words ‘interview’ and 
‘hire’ translate into suborn, 
subvert and seduce or some- 
thing worse.” 

Calls charge vicious 
He denied as “vicious” a 
charge that the CIA is involved 
in the world drug traffic. 

Sen. George S. McGovern 
(D-S.D.) demanded Wednes- 
day that the CIA and the State 
Department investigate allega- 
tions by Ramparts Magazine 
that the CIA facilitates rhe 
movement of opium out of 
Southeast Asia. 

Heims conceded, on the 
other hand: 

“Our mission, in the eydn of 
many thoughtful Americans; 
may appear to be in conflict 
with some of the traditions and 
ideals of a free society . . . as- 
sertions that the Central In- 
telligence Agency is an 'invis- 
ible government, a law unto it- 
self, engaged in provocative 
covert activities repugnant to 
a democratic society and sub- 
ject to no controls 

“It Is difficult for me to 
agree with this view, but 1 re- 
spect it.” _ . ... . . 
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“only if it has adequate intelli- 
gence to assure itself that the 
Soviets are living up to their 
part.” 

Helms said: ‘‘There is a per- 
s i s t c n t and growing body of 
criticism vv h i c h questions the 
■ need and the propriety for a 
J democratic society to have a 
: rfS Central Intelligence Agency. 

:§f >r “It is difficult for me to agree 
with this view, but I respect it. 
y£. ; . A It is quite another matter when 
some of our critics— taking ad-. 
;| vantage of the traditional si- 
! Iencc of those engaged in intelli- 


vtfpx; ■£:;$£% 
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t gence — say things that are ei- 
•1 tiier vicious or just plain silly.” 

the CIA had 


Helms said that 
no domestic security 
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IN DEFENSE OF THE CIA: Richard Helms, director of the Central Intelligence 
gency addressing the annual convention of the American Society of Newspaper Edi- 
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functions 
and had never sought any. “In 
short,” he said, “we do not tar- 
get on American citizens.” 

He denied as vicious a charge 
that the CJ& was involved in the 
world drug* traffic. 

Senator George S. McGovern 

(Dem.), South Dakota, demand- 
, ed yesterday that the CIA and 
| the Department of State investi- 
"gate allegations by Ramparts, 
magazine that the CfA facilitat-! 

■M the movement of opium out 
of Southeast Asia. 

In a speech today, Senator 
Henry M. Jackson {Dem.), 
Washington, told the newspaper 
editors that a relentless Soviet 
arms build-up threatened the 
survival of the American nucle- 
ar deterrent force. 

Jackson said popular opinion, 
which holds that, the military 
balance leans heavily in the fa- 
vor of the United States, was 
wrong. 

Jackson said the arms race 
must be brought uqder control l 
at the Strategic Arms Limita-f 
tion Talks. He repeated his pro-*- 
posal that the United States- 
should buy more time and-, 
should consider a partial, inter- 
im agreement — for an initial! 
period of one year — with the; 
Soviet Union. } 


W A W HeIms sa * d that the success 

K° N, r A f 1 1 /r 1 , 1 ? 6 of American intelligence in the 
Central iHteLi* igu2 Cuban missile crisis was 
f gency says his agency ^ ue j n par t to “a number of 

' i " , ary SU 7‘ V; ,‘ °, a wel!-p!aced and courageous 
democra ic society and asks the Russians who he i pcd us y. 

nation to take it on faith that H e told reporters later that 
V™ honorable men de- j ie was referring to persons 
n- .*° he r service. _ who provided information on 

Richard Helms, in his first Soviet missile systems, 
pub ic address since he became American intelligence would 
head of die agency in 1966. said have - a major and vita i ro]e in 

a A ! 1. rd fiii’ We propose to any international agreement to 
\ ? intelligence work to ]i m [t strategic arms,” Helms 

^nencan society, not vice ver- said in his speech . 

s , , „ He said that the Soviet Union 

He spoke with the approval of continually has rejected propos- 
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Tore a meeting of me American territory and that the United i 
Society of Newspaper Editors, states could unde rtake anf 

•agreement to limit such arms 



STATOTHR 




'F.SHr fpT'f- 

Approved For Release 2 



11 

Associated Prer,3 

CIA Director Helms addresses newspaper editors. 


3tt mx I 

7 : ^A-RDP80-01 601 R00| 



By Chalmers 

Washington Post 


M. Roberts 

Stall Wrltflf 


In his first public speech as 
CIA director, Richard Helms 
yesterday declared that “a 
number of well-placed and 
courageous Russians” helped 
the United States in identifica- 
tion of Soviet weapons in 
Cuba during the 1962 missile 
crisis. 

He mentioned no names, but 
the reference clearly appeared 
to be to Col. Oleg Penkovsky, 
the Soviet intelligence officer 
nvho brought much informa- 
tion out during visits to Lon- 
don in the 16 months prior to 
: the missile crisis. He was ar- 
rested that October and sub- 
equently executed for treason. 

= “The PenkoVvSky Papers,” 
published as a book in 1965, 
'were widely believed to be 
based on CIA interrogations, 
and the claim was made in the 
'introduction that Penkovsky’s 
information was invaluable 
during the Cuba crisis. Talk- 
ing to newsmen after the 
speech, Helms acknowledged 
that the Russians he men- 
tioned included Penkovsky. 

However, ' not until Helms’ 
speech yesterday at a lunch- 
eon of the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors had an 
American official in a position 
to know come so close to ered- 
•iting Penkovsky openly. 


Much of Helms’ speech was 
a defense of the CIA against 
charges it is an “invisible gov- 
ernment” He denied reports 
the CIA is “somehow involved 
|n the world drug traffic.” 
Without mentioning recent 
charges against the FBI, 
Helms said that “we do not 
target on American citizens.” ■ 


The 'closest ‘Helms came to 
discussing the CIA’s role in 
current policy issues was his 
reference to the ongoing stra- 
tegic arms limitation talks. He 
said it would be “unthinkable” 
to conclude a SALT agree- 
ment with the Soviet Union 
“without the means for moni- 
toring compliance.” ! 

He mentioned 'checking on: 
both offensive and defensive ! 
missile systems with a special ' 
-reference to the . possibility 
raised in. the Pentagon . that 
the Soviets might upgrade cer- ; 
tain surface-to-air missile sys- 
tems. . * 
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Helms detailed the kind of 
work the CIA and other U.S. - 
intelligence agencies did at 
the time, trying to separate - 
fact from fiction about what ’ 
Soviet Premier Nikita S. 
Khrushchev was doing in 
Cuba, He then included this 
paragraph: . ; 

“Our intelligence files in 
Washington, however — thanks 
to U*2 photography of the So- 
viet Union and to a number of 
well-placed and courageous 
Russians who helped us— in- r 
eluded a wealth of informa- * 
tion on Soviet missile systems. 

; We had descriptions or photo- 
'graphs of the missiles, their 
transporters and other asso- ‘ 
ciated equipment, and charac- 
teristic sites in the Soviet 
Union.” 

This enabled specialists, 
with the help of pictures 
n 
r nt 

of the threat,” Helms said. 


. The United States “must 
have the means of detecting 
new developments which 
might convert one of the ; 
regular Soviet air defense mis- j 
sile systems into an ABM net- 
work,” Helms said. 

“We make no foreign pol-j 
icy,” he said. “The nation must ] 
to a degree lake it on faith 
that we too are honorable men 
devoted to her service. I can 
assure you that we are but I 
am precluded from demon- 
strating it to the public,” he 
added. 


Helms, who has been with 
CIA since its creation in 1947 
and has been. its director since. 
mid-1966, declared that “we 
not only have no stake in pol- 
icy debates” within the admin- 
istration “but we cannot and 
must not take sides. The role 
of intelligence in policy for- 
mulation is limited to provid- 
ing facts— the agreed facts — 
and the whole known range of 
facts — relevant to the problem 
under consideration.” 


The CIA under . one of 
Helms’ predecessors, Allen 
Dulles, was widely charged 
with advocacy in the Bay of 
Pigs debacle and in other cov- 
ert activities. This was said to 

tHfiP&WWpSSuJ 

set up the guidelines listed by 
Helms. 
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CIA Director Richard Helms (left) talks with 
Newbold Noyes Jr., president of the American 


1 -United Press International 

Society of Newspaper Editors and editor of The 
Star, during the editors’ conference yesterday. 



Spies Are 'Well-Placed/ 
Helms I ells 


; By THOMAS B. ROSS BritisH; CIA Agent 

Chicago Sun-Times service . Helms was asked later if he 
The head of the Central Intelli- was referring to Col. Oleg V, 
gence Agency says the CIA has; Penkovsky, the Soviet military 
penetrated the Soviet govern-j Intelligence official who served 


ment with a ‘‘number of well- 
placed” Russian spies, 

. s Richard M. Helms, in his first 
public speech in five years as 
director of the CIA, yesterday 
died the spies’ key role in the 
19152 Cuban missile crisis and 
implied that some of them still 
• are operating in the Soviet Un- 
ion. * I 

; v By making the claim at this ; 
' time. Helms apparently sought 
to serve notice to the Kremlin 
S that the United States has secret 
vteys of checking on^ its good 
faith’ in current negotiations on 
strategic weapons, the .Middle 
East and other critical issues. 

Helms said -the CIA was able 
to detect Russian missiles in 


>s an agent for both the CIA and 
British intelligence. Helms re- 
plied that his remarks covered 
Penkovksy and “others.” 

Penkovsky was arrested Oct. 
22, 1962, at the height of the 
Cuban Missile crisis, and execut- 
ed May 16, 1963. But the Soviet 
government has made no public 
mention of additional spies in 
the case. 

Helms’ speech thus left the 
implication that “other” CIA 
agents remain in place inside 
the Soviet Union, 

Helms obtained clearance 
from President Nixon before ac- 
cepting the invitation to speak 
before the annual convention of 
the American Society of News- 


Russian missues m, ? 
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vided crucial details on S t v ^j ans> jj e wen t to great lengths 

missile systems. 


to insist that the ’CIA has~no) 
domestic security role. 

Helms acknowledged that the 
CIA collects “foreign intelli- 
gence in this country” by tap- 
ping university experts and in- 
terviewing persons who travel to 
Communist countries. 

Semantic Troubles 

“The trouble,” he lamented, 
“is that to those who insist on 
seeing us as a pernicious and 
pervasive secret government, 
our words ‘interview’ and ‘hire’ 
translate 'into suborn, subvert 
land seduce or something 
worse.” 

He denied as “vicious 1 
•charge that the CIA is involved 
in “world drug traffic. Sen. 

: George McGovern, D-S.D., de- 
manded yesterday that the CIA 
and the State Department inves- 
tigate allegations by Ramparts 
magazine that the CIA facili- 
tates the movement of opium 
out of Southeast Asia. 

Helms conceded, on the other 
hand: “Our mission, in the eyes ! 
of many thoughtful Americans, 
may appear to be in conflict 
with some of the traditions and 


ideals of a free society . . : As-' 
sertions arc made that the Cen- ; 
tral Intelligence Agency is an’ 
‘invisible government’ — a law 
unto itself, engaged inprovoca-; 

1 tive covert activities repugnant 
to a democratic society and sub- 
ject to no controls * . . 

It is difficult for me to agree: 
with this view, but I respect it.”j 
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